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PREFACE. 



The increasing dem and for this work, with bo little effort to 
call public attention to it, coiifirma our first impressions, that it 
iB the Book for the age ; one greatly needed to supply tiie deficien- 
cy iiituitirelj sensed by the mind of the present generatioQ. 

Edition after edition has been published and passed silently 
into the hands of the reading public. Reports of an encourag. 
ing nature reach us from all seclions where it has found its way; 
and the united testimony of those who avail tiemselyes of lie 
work is, that, to road is to be bom?fitcd. 

The Press is teeming with publications of new and staMling de- 
vciopmenls, following each other in rapid succession. New dis- 
EoveriMi iu9^being made in all the departments of nature, bdh 
of mind and matter. The restless mind of man has " soaght out 
many inventions." It has forced its way into the great arcaae of 
material nature, and searched out its heretofore unknown taws. 
It has not hesitated to seek converse with those beyond the 
grave, in order to reveal the mysteries of the spirit land. It 
boldly claims to have discovered that tbe Bible stoiy of t^e fall 
and depravity of man and his redemption by the atonement and 
mediation of the Son of God, is a cunningly devised fable. That 
(he Christian religion is worse than useless, because it enslaves 
the human mind. It claims to have discovered that roan is capa- 
ble by the " hOTmonial laws of his nature," and^ his own "pro- 
gressive energies," to rise to the abodes of bliss in the world of 
beatiliide where angels dwell, in these, supposed discoveries, 
thoaaands are witdb' reveling, and madly blaspheminB the name 
of Christ, and Ecofflng at the religion of the Bible. In support 
of this new and startling theory, its advocates appeal, for testi- 
mony to the spirit world — to the dwellers in scenes beyond the 
grave, and thus the lovers of the marvelous, and the youth of tlie 
land are being entangled in its roeshca. 
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IV TEEFACB. 

Believing as I do, liat this Eystem, under the influence of the 
powers of darkaesa is rapidly poisoouig the minds of men witb 
tlie spirit of infidelity; and telieving that this little Book, as 
an antidote to tliis, -will do more in counferacting its infloence 
than any thing that has come under my observation; I therefore 
commend it to the public, and more particularly to the religioua 

Its sound theology, pure religions sentiment, and tJirilling des- 
criptions of scenes enacted beyond the grave, as seen by the 
spirit of the young girl, while her body lay entranced, cannot, it 
seems to me, fail to strengthen the faith of the Christian in the 
truths of Rerelation, whik at the same time it meets the wants 
of the curious, and the lovers of the marvelous. More particu- 
larly is it adapted to the youtliful mind of this age, to awaken iu 
it a love of the Christian Religion as it unfolds so graphically 
the great plan of man's EedeniptJon, — "which things tie angels 
desire to look info." 

I have witnessed its eflftota upon the youlMul mind. They, 
while listening to the thrilling story of Marietta, seem borne 
along with her enraptured spirit, and with it to witness the nn- 
foldine of Tisions, by which the Infanta are being taught to know 
their uedeemer, that they too, might be able to realize and love 
Him, who was once a babe in a manger ; then a man of sorrows 
acquainted with grief ; then suffering dealt and triumphing over 
the grave, for the redemption of a ruined and forlorn race. Fi- 
nally ascended into heaven to his Father's right hand, where he 
ever lives to make intercession for ns ; and where the entranced 
spirit of Marietta learned to tove and praise him. 

Whether she saw and heard what she i^ates, or imagined it, is 
of but little importance. I however unhesitatingly state it as my 
firm and unwavering belief, that the spirit of Marietta Davis, like 
John, (be Revelator, while his body was in the Isle of Patmos, 
visited scenes beyond the grave, and there saw and heard what 
she relates. However this may be, if the truth can be brought to 
reach the mind, and win the affections to the Christian Religion, 
all is gained that should be desired. 

For the purpose of advancing the cause of Ohriafaanity, and 
confidently believing that this book, by ita peculiar character, is 
calculated to counteract the strange, and rapidly increasing infi- 
delity of the day, I have engaged to issue another and enlarged 
ediriou. STEPHEN DEUEL. 

Davioh, 0., September 1, 185G. 
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AUTHEfflC TESTMONY. 



The following testimonials from the mother and 
sisters of Makietta Davis ; and from Emeeson 
Hull, M. D., who has been a resident of Berlin for 
many years, and is a physician of eminence, are 
irat a part of those in possession of the editor, but 
are considered sufficient to authenticate the narrative • 

Eeeldj, Kew Torb, Nov. 15, 1855. 
Eev. J. L. Scott: 

Deak Fkignd: — Since you have been pub- 
lishing the trance of Marietta Davis, in the Moun- 
tain Cove Journal, some of the readers have written 
to U8 to ascertain its authenticity. Upon this ac- 
count, and to relieve you from embarrassment, we 
submit the following for your disposal : 

Makietta Davis was a member of our famOj ; — 
slie was bom in this town, where she lived until 
called by death fi^m us. 

She was not of open religious habits ; being dis- 
inclined to religious conversation. During tm re- 
vival in the winter of 1847-'8, her mind, as you well 
know, was religiously exercised ; but she could not 
realize what others professed, so as to enable her to 
unite with her joimg friends in the ordinances of the 
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Gtospel. In Angast following she fell into a Bleep, 
or trance, from which she could not be awakened, — 
In that state ehe remained nine daje ; and when she 
awoke, ehe said she had been in Heaven ; tiiat she 
had seen there many rf her <dd Mends and relations 
who were dead ; and Jesua the Redeemer, From 
that time her hope in heaven through Jeaus, was 
8trong ; and she rejoiced in the prospect of a final 
admission into the Paradise of Peace. 

During her short stay with ua, after she came out 
(rf the trance, she related what she said she had seen 
heard and learned during her sleep; hot much of 
■what she told us, she said she wished should not be 
mentioned then, for the world was not prepared to 
hear it. The trance, aa you published it, as far as 
■we can recollect, is correct ; only you have omitted 
much. Marietta fe!l asleep in August, 1848, and 
died the folio-wing March, and at the time and in the 
manner predicted hv herself. 

Nancy Davis, Mother, 
Susan Davis, ) r,. . 

SAEAHAHNl)AVIS,r''*^'^- 

Berlin, New York, Nov. 15, 1855. 
Rev. J. L. Scott: 

Deak Sm ; — In the smnmCT of 1848, with your- 
self. I visited the widow Nancy Davis, of this town, 
in the capacity of medical attendant upon her daugh- 
ter Marietta, who had fallen into a state of catalepsy, 
or trance, in which she remained nine days, and 
&om which to awaken her human skill seemed una- 
vailing. When she returned to her normal state, 
she rdated much of a remarkable character, which 
she said she had learned while in the trance. 
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AUTHENTIC TESTIMOirr. ix 

HaviDg read portions of what you have published 
in the Mountain Cove Journal, I am prepared to 
give my testimony as to its strict con-eapondence to 
what I heard her relate botbro her death. 
Your Obedient Servant 
1* EMEKSON HUIX, M. D. 



S^fFot R"commeiid:itiin 
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PBEFACE. 



The work now presented to the public as depict- 
ing "Scenes Bejond the Grave," doea not come 
without authority for its somewhat startling title. In 
the summer of 1848,.a young woman named Marietta 
Dayia, agea twcnty-nve years, resiamg witu her 
mother Mrs. Nancy Davia, at Berlin, New York, fell 
into a sleep or trance, in which she remained for 
nine days. All endeavora on tlie part of her Mends 
and of her physicians failed to arouse her from this 
unnatural state. When at last ahe awoke to a con- 
sciousness of external thinge, ahe was in the iull pos- 
session of all her natural faculties, with an almost 
supernatural acuteness of perception superadded. 

Before she fell into the trance, her mind had been 
considerably exercised in regard to her future state ; 
but there was yet a lingering doubt which greatly 
disturbed her. Her mother and sisters were exem- 
plary membera of a Baptist Church, in Berlin, 
then under my pastoral charge, but Marietta's doubt 
seemed to have kept her from the enjoyment of the 
hope in which her fiimily bo confidently rested. But 
■when she came out of the trance, in which ehe had 
10 
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Mn for so many days, it was with joy and rejoicing 
over the tinapeakable tlungs which she had seen and 
heard. Her month was Med with praises to <3od, 
and her heart swelled with gratitude to Him for his 
loTing JdndneSB. She averred that while her body 
lay as it were in deatli, her spirit had visited the 
eternal world. She informed her tiiendg that she was 
not to remain long with them : but shoidd soon go 
hence to enjoy a mansion prepared for her in her 
heavenly Father's Kingdom. After this she lived 
seven months and died at the time predicted by her- 
self; and so perfectly did she know the hour of her 
departure, that when it arrived she selected a hymn 
and commenced singing it with the family ; and 
while they sang, her spirit took its flight so gently 
as not to attract their attention. Thus the hymn 
commenced with her friends on earth, was doubtless 
concluded with the angels in heaven. 

The style of Marietta's narrative is peenliar. She 
regretted her inability to express her conceptions of 
what she had seen and heard, bo as to give a definite 
idea of the glories of the heavenly world. I have 
not felt at liberty to change the style of her narra- 
tive, and as iar as possible have employed her own 
language. Having received the story from her own 
lips, I have so preserved it, as to make it in truth 
the relation of her own experience. 

The tone of the trance is exalted and Christ-lite ; 
and therefore its influence cannot fail to be of a use- 
ful and sacred character. Confident of this, I offer 
it to the pnbHc. If read in the spirit in which it 
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was given, it cannot fail to gladden and encourage 
the Christian, and to lead the thonghta of the man of 
the world beyond his material existence. For while 
following her in her wide range of spiritual tiioughts 
and visions, forgetting the outer world, we fancy 
that the heavens are opened to our view, revealing 
their glory and magnificence. We seem to see 
the moving multitudes, who with golden harps and 
angelic voices are chanting praises to God. With 
ecstacy we behold, as mirrored before us, the Infant 
Paradise ; and appear ourselves to be observing the 
order and harmony of the inhabitants of that divine 
ephere. Then borne onward and upward by her en- 
trancing story, in the spirit we seem to arise with 
saints and angels and become familiar with the 
inhabitants of the Celestial Heavens, and are led to 
exclaim, Marietta I thou favored of Heaven, we hless 
that Providence which nnlblded thy vision, while 
we read with delight of soul, the revelations of thy 
entranced spirit ! 

S. L, SCOTT. 
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SCESES BEIOHD THE GIUYE. 



IHTKODUOTORT STATEMENT, 

TnEKTi; are no means to convey to man through 
Jiis external senses, any just idea of the scenes I 
witnessed, while my body was reposing in its nn- 
consdous slumbers. Life within the veil, can be 
appreciated only by those who experience its mov- 



No medium of commonication is snfficiently clear, 
to give the perfect outlines of that which is invisible 
and incomprehensible to mortals. Words employed 
by men, are too cumbrous and unmeaning to bear 
the pure thought in its native form, from the world 
within to that without ; for human utterance mars 
the beauty and perfection of heavenly speech, and 
corrupts the purity of thonghts thus conveyed. 

Too gross are the vehicles of human sense to con- 
duct to the dormant soul truthful impressions of 
the most exterior manifestation of life in the world 
of peace. You urge me to a history, and yet I am 
BO sensible of my utter inability that thoughts 
associated with the attempt give me pain. 
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14 eCENES BEYOHD TLE GKAVE. 

Long had I discovered the vanity of earthly 
things, the imperfections of human associations, the 
imrehability of vast portioaB of religious faiths and 
impresaions, and the ■want of permanent peace in the 
diecLiiieted soul of man. Most earnestly I desired to 
know more of the reality of that state called by mor- 
tals immortality, for I had early learned that the 
outer world perished. At length, meditating from 
day to day, and while laboring to determine the nature 
and tendency of the human soul, I became less con- 
scious of external things, and my inner mind grew 
stronger and more active, until the dim shadows of the 
objects and interests of this busy life of mortals ceased 
with tlio expiring view, and my vision el(ffied to the 
outer world. Then objects new and strange appear- 
ed. Still I knew not that I was retiring irom the 
world of sorrow and of human strife ; nor did I un- 
derstand that my spiritual vision was opening, and 
what I saw dimly moving before me was a reality, 
the dawning of an immortal life. StDl I seemed to 
lie depaiiing from some former condition and launch- 
ing out into a boundless sea, and to be traversing 
un&splored regions, veiled in uncertain vision, and 
floating in mid air over an imnaeaauiable deep be- 
low. Alone and onguided, and possessed of a vagua 
uncertainty, my timid spirit fain would have return- 
ed to the land of shadows whence it came. 

Half-conscious of my present condition, with 
dreamy thoughts, I seemed to asb, is there no one 
familiar with the journey I pursue, to guide me in 
my movements through this trackless space) Wlien 
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SCENES BEYOND THE OBAVIi. 15 

lo ! in fchc distance, and above me, I saw a light des- 
cending, having tiie appearance of a hrilliant star, 
thither were directed the concentrated powers of 
my perceptive being, nntil nothing was visible 
but the approaching light. As it advanced, its fore- 
shadowing halo iUnmined the expanse about me, 
and my exhausted being received new life fi:om the 
invigorating glory that beamed upon it. Giently 
I began to move, and ascending, drew nearer the 
Bource ^f that light which gladdened and quickened 
my spirit. As I approached it, I began to discover 
the outlines of what appeared to me a glorified 
human being; gradually the figure became more dis- 
tinct, until, poised in the atmosphere before and 
above me, was an angel, whose excellence far ex- 
ceeded the highest conception of the fairest image 
of my human thought, Tliat form, more lovely 
than language hath power to portray, moved silently 
as it drew near me. Upon her head was a crown, 
formed like gems of clustering rays. The light 
of her countenance reflected hke a flowing gar- 
ment the encircling manifestation of celestial love. 
In her left hand was a cross, emblem of meekness, 
innocence and redeeming grace ; in her right hand 
a wand of pure intellectual light. With this she 
touched my lips, and Kke a flame of holy love, 
it quickened an immortal principle which dif- 
fiised its enhvening spirit throughout my being. 
A new class of sensations awoke witiiin me, 
and moTing harmoniously, prompted a desire for 
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companionship with the angelic being from whosa 
hand came fo]-th the stream of quickening light. I 
looked upon her, ■wishing to learn her name, when 
lo I she spoke. The harmony of her utterance filled 
me with unknown delight. She said: "Marietta, 
thou deairest to know me. In my errand to thee I 
am called the Angel of Peace. I come to gLide thee 
where those exist who are from earth, whence then 
art. Woiddat thou profit by the leeeon, follow 
me. But first behold thy form in yonder world." 
Ihere, far below me, and through a dark and 
misty way, I beheld tliis sickly body of mortality. 
Around it were gathered my anxious friends, em- 
ploying every means to awaken it, bnt all in Tain. 
" Behold," said my glorioua guide, " a picture 
of human life. There, kindred, tortured with sym- 
pathetic love, struggle to hold the crumbling vase, 
and keep the flickering light from expiring, Hiere, 
from youth to hoary age, rolls the tide of human 
woe. Fond hearts are severed. Death veiia from 
mortal sight the tender, lovely form. The opening 
flower that gladdens all around, folds its expanding 
leaves, withered with the touch of death. There, 
hopes, like dreamy phantoms, float in the mid-air 
of fancied hiiaa, Aa thy vision expandeth, witneea 
thou the moving hosts. Earth, with her swarming 
millions, presents a mingled scene of rising hopes 
ambition, strife and death. Her inhabitants are 
dismayed by the approach and fear of Death, the 
fell destroyer. Time quickly measureth the fleeting 
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first beliold Uiy form in jonder Torld."— Page 16. 
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BCEWES BETOSD THE GRATE. 17 

moments of himian existence, and generations fol- 
low generationB in quick succcBsion," 

To this address I replied, " Tliese thoughts are 
the harden of mj young and inexperienced 
mind. These forms thou hast shown mo, are 
before my Tision. like dew drops they pass 
away, Tliis is the cause of my sorrow. Canst 
thou tell me in what portion of the universe these 
beings find a resting place when their spirits de- 
part? Canst thou remove the veil that conceals 
them from mortal vision? Canst thou guide me 
where they are ? 1 tell me, have they a home, or 
a place, and may I follow where my loved ones have 
been borne?" 
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"WocLDST thoa know the condition of the de- 
parted members of thy race, and be made familiar 
■with the eSectB of the habits and associations of per- 
verted man ? Measnreably thou mayeet ; but know 
thou that their conditions are varied." Then bid- 
ding me look upward she said, " What ^beboldest 
thou?" Obedient, I looked above me, and with 
wonder beheld an orb brighter by far than the sun 
of earth in its meridian gloiy. Light, pure, beam- 
ing along the celestial skies, radiated iJierefrom. — ■ 
" There," said my guide, " are many thou wouldst 
eee, who, clothed in raiment soft and white, move 
in harmony. There, night-shades never fidl, and 
death and gloom have no clement. Those who enjoy 
that bleat abode do not suffer ; no sin or pain disturbs 
their calm repose. But more of this thou shalt 
hereafter learn. Other scenes less joyous must first 
be given thee. Marietta, thou knowest well, that 
with man are varied characters. The departure 
of the spirit from its unsettled and shattered habi- 
18 
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tation beloWj worketh no change in its nature." 
Then tonching my forehead, again ehe said, "What 
seost thou?" My Tision being opened to a new 
scene, I beheld before me forms without number, 
6tnigg]ing in th« agonies of death. Some in kingly 
palaces on dying couches richly hung -with drapery 
of costly price. Some in humble cottages ; others 
in gloomy prieone ; haunta of vice and iniquity ; 
lone forests ; barren deserts, and in deep and 
wild waters. Some lying beneath the scorching 
sun ; some perishing upon bleak and snowy moun- 
tains ; some surrounded with weeping and attentive 
friends ; others dying alone and forgotten. Some 
perishing for their religion; others tortored by 
the cruel savage. Some aged, despised, helpless 
and forsaken ; othera, orphans, cast out and des- 
titute. Some ospiring from woimds inflicted by 
the assassin ; others crashed beneath the heavy 
tread of the war-horse in the battle-field. 

Thus where time and eternity meet, was revealed 
a scene of indescribable misery. " This," said my 
guide " is but a faint view of the effects of violated 
law." 

Touched again by the light beaming from her 
right hand, I beheld the immortality of those who 
were quitting their house of clay, entering upon 
the regions of eternity and conmiencing new and 
untried realities. Around each dying form were 
gathered spirita, varied in appearance and in 
movement. 

Over battle-fields were congr^ated spirita of the 



Hcssdb, Google 



20 BCEI 

dead, and according to the moral nature of the dy- 
ing, was that of attending spirits who awaited their 
arrival in the spirit world. In like manner, all 
eJaBses and conditions are effected, since this interme- 
diate state or vestibule of the spirit -world, is visited 
by beings varying in character fi-om the unholy and 
wretched, to the bright and sanctified angola who 
in multitudes congregate at the portals of death, 
as messengers of God. And all classes as they 
emerge from the physical form are attracted to and 
mingle with kindred associations, bangs to whose 
character they assimilate. Those of discordant and 
tmhallowed natures are attracted by like elements 
and enter into regions overhung with clouds of 
night; while those, who for the love of good 
desire pure associations, are by heavenly messen- 
gers conducted to the orb of glories appearing above 
the intermediate scene. 

The strange sensations of human spirits aa they 
mingled with the disembodied multitudes, behold- 
ing what was transpiring around them, excited my 
wonder, and while watching their movements I 
began to ask myself, if what I saw was a reality 
or mere imagery reflected upon my mind in a 
dreamy state ? Upon discovering my thoughts, my 
guide took me by the hand saying, "These beings 
moving about thee, once the inhabitants of earth 
whence thou art, having left their mortal dwell- 
ings, are commencing a new state of existence. 
Their surprise is the effect of their sudden change 
from external objects and sense to spiritual, and 
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their more immediate knowledge of cause and 
e^eot. But' moro of this state and their condition 
shall te revealed, when that instruction wiil better 
befit thy mind. Tti&se scenes we will leave and 
aacend to yon bright orb." Thus Baying she led 
me toward the clond of light. 

While passing the intermediate she touched me 
again, and I became conscious of additional and 
expanded vision, 

"Behold," said she, "the countleas, planetary 
hosts. Mark the roUing orbs, suns, and systems 
of s'ma, moving in silence and harmony. The vast 
expanse is occupied and peopled with nniverses, 
constructed in infinite wisdom. These are in- 
habited by holy beings, happy and immortal, 
though varied in degree of developement and re- 
fined spirituality." 

Again the organs of perception were touched, and 
lo ! above and around me. and far in the distance, 
were passing and repassing with the quickness 
of thought, spirits of pure light. 

"These," said my guide, "are ministering an- 
gels ; their supreme delight is to go upon errands 
of mercy. Their home is with the ever blest. 
They are employed as guardian protectors and 
messengers of holy thought to those in conditions 
below them." 

While beholding them ascend and descend, one 
drew near me, in whose arms, and borne upon 
whose angelic bosom, was an infant spirit. He 
angel passed, and I saw that the nourished nestling 
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rested in calm security, apparently conscious of its 
safety in the hands of its protector. Wlience came 
this ? I inquired ; and the angel answered, " I re- 
ceived it from a heart-broken mother at the gateway 
of death, a3 the spark of life expired in the external 
world, and am conveying it to the sphere of infancy 
in the paradise of peace." 

As the infant's guai-dian spirit proceeded, we 
moved silently in the same direction, until the 
scenes below perished from my vision, and my 
being was absorbed in the bright light descend- 
ing irom the orb we were approaching. Soon 
we entered a plain, whereon were visible trees, 
bearing fruit. Their interwoven branches formed 
an arched canopy of evergreen above us. Passing 
throagh these shadowy groves, I was delighted 
with the melody of the birds, whose warbling notes 
arose in sweetest song. There we paused. Sup- 
posing that I was on some terrestrial orb I inquired 
its name. 

My guide answered, " These trees, these flowers, 
these birds occupy the outer expanse of the spiritual 
paradise. So pure are they,- and so refined, that 
mortals with bedouded vision may not behold 
them. And so soft their notes that they are not 
made audible to the dull hearing of men. 
Beings inhabiting forms more gross, do not con- 
ceive the reality of the existence of nature so refined. 
Absent from thy body, thou canst comprehend 
through spiritual senses the existence and reali^ 
of spiritual habitations ; but what tbou dost now 
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behold is but the outline and more exterior of the 
home of spirits. These floral plains, and warbling 
melodies, are but the lower order of the external 
habitation of the sanctified. 

"Dost, thou discover that these grores appear 
OS if moved with adoration ! and that these melo- 
dies which charm and invigorate thee with new 
life, are but notes offered to higher degrees of 
love? 

"Here the redeemed are first conducted by their 
guardian protectors, as they leave the valley and 
shadow of death, and here they are taught tiie 
rudiments of immortal life. Here they receive 
Btructive lessons relative to their heavenly abo 
and learn the nature of pure love, unmarred by sin. 
Here are first tuned the lyres of eeaselees praiBe, 
as they learn to utter immortal accents to the Lord, 
their liedeemer, and receive new-bom thoughts 
which bring to them increasing sense of the re- 
ality of their change. Here fi-iends who have ad- 
vanced in spiritual attainmente return from high^ 
employment to welcome the spirit on its entrance 
Upon tiiis plane of the spirit world. Here kindred 
are permitted to meet and liold converse ; and 'tis 
in these immortal groves where spirits first at- 
tempt in unity the song of redeeming grace, and 
reposing in soft and heavenly sweetness, breathe 
the pure air of paradise," 

While listening to this strange, though welcome 
address, my spirit bnmed to meet the friends 
long lost to me on earth. The angel said, " Thoa 
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art not to tarry, since thy present mission is to learn 
the condition of the departed child of God. When 
thy conrse on earth is ended, here thou shalt mingle 
in the infancy of thy immortal state, with thy Mn- 
dred and receive leeBone, preparatory to an advance 
to more exalted mansions, the more glorified home 
of the blessed." 

Then she reached oat her hand, and plucked a 
rose that bang over ns, aud bidding me receive ita 
fragrance, -with it touched my lips. Again a more 
interior sight was given, and I beheld around me, 
and moving in every direction, through the varied 
floral ecenea, happy beings without number. De- 
siring to mingle with them, I sought permiseion ; 
hut my guide moved on, and upward through foreeta 
becoming more pare and fair as we ascended. 
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CITY OF PEACE. 

At a distance, upon a superior plain I saw a 
dome of light, "That," said my guide, "is the 
gateway leading to the City of Peace. There the 
manifestation of thy Redeemer is made visihle. 
There saints and angels ahide; on harps of gold, and 
stringed iaetmments, with immortal lyres, in alle- 
luias, chant the Song of Eederaption; the song 
of peace; the song of love undying." 

"May I enter there?" linqmred. 

Again she touched my lips, and they moved, 
littering praiae in unaccustomed accents which 
melted into the harmony of celestial love. 

As we drew near, a class of attendants, more 
glorious, gathered around the gateway, and one 
foremost addressed my guide ia language I could 
not understand. Music, the music of love, was in 
their conversation, and joy as a halo, encompassed 
them as they welcomed us at the entrance of the 



A gate of jasper, set with diamonds, opened, 
and two angelic beings approached, and taldng 
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me by each hand, led my tremulous spirit towards 
an inner gate, b, more immediate entrance to the 
paYiUion of light. 

Then I remembered my discordant state; then 
thoughts of my former sins, my doubts, and rebel- 
lious nature, rushed upon my mind, and feeling 
entirely unprepared to endure the glory of the assem- 
blage, my spirit foiled me. The angelic attendants 
then bore me in their arms along the portal to the 
feet of a being most glorious. Upon his head was 
a crown of pure light, and over his shoulders hung 
golden locks! His loveliness, can never be ex- 



"This, Marietta," said an attending angel, 
thy Eedeemer. For thee in incarnation he s 
For thee without the gate treading the winepress 
alone, he expired." Awed by hie goodness, ten- 
derness and love, I bowed, feeling that if worthy I 
would worship him. 

Reaching forth his hand he raised me up, and 
in a voice that filled my soul with inexpressible 
delight, said, " Welcome, my child. Daughter, 
spirit of a race forlorn, enter thou for a season the 
portals of the redeemed." Then addrfssing the sur- 
romiding beings, continued, " Receive this your com- 
panion spirit." And lot the worshiping congre- 
gation arose as upon the breath of holy love, and, 
meekly welcomed me as an heir of grace, and with 
tuned instruments the immortal choir chanted the 
spirit's welcome — 

"Worthy is the Lamb who hath redeemed us. 
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Exalt His name, all ye sanctified, yea adore Him, 
ye chembini who worship in tlie celestial heavens. 
Adore Him, for He hath exalted us. We will prajee 
His name, the name of our God Most High. 

"We will bow down and worship at His feet. We 
will sing of His loving kindness. Waft, O ye breezea 
of immortal lovel wat1; ye His name throughout 
the universe of worshiping beings. For lot from 
the depths of iniquity, and from death is exalted 
our sister, who from the hands of our Prince and 
Savior, we receive. Utter allelaias to Him forever, 
aU ye adoring hosts. Utter ye His praise forever." 

lie music of this soft and melodious utterance, 
moved like the voice of many waters, filling the 
entire dome, and aa the anthem closed, the echo 
departed in the distance, as thongh borne from 
wave to wave, along the holy atmosphere. 

The spirit of praise so inspired each choralist 
with the ftdlnese of divine melody, that moved by it, 
they softly touched the silver chords of their golden 
harps, causing each note to reverberate as if gliding 
along the sensitive nerves of spirit hearts, compo- 
nents of one immortal lyre. 

Each measure like noiseless waves swelled over 
that sea of mind ; and with their gentle undulations 
I seemed to be moving when a spirit from the in- 
numerable company approached and addressing me 
in a familiar manner called me by name. 

The spell of music being broken, I was much 
affected to find myself in the embraee of one who 
on earth I had loved with the affection of an infent 
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soul. With ■wiilingneaa I sank into her arms, and 
she with a sister's tendaneas pressed me to her 
immortal form, saying, "Sister spirit, welcome, for 
a season to our home of peace." 

"Thrice welcome," uttered the music of a thous- 
and voices, and lol around me gathered those I 
loved, all eager to greet me, and receive me to 
their kind embrace. 

Aromid us, and in this spacious room, appeared 
seats iu form of an amphitheatre, yet glorious be- 
yond description. Hereon we ratted . Mingling 
with them, were many old and fitmiliai' fiiends. 

Although I knew them, their appearance was 
unlike that while upon earth, each being an imhodi- 
ment of intellect unaseociated with the physical 
form, in which I had known them before. Kot hav- 
ing power, or any means adapted to convey a just 
idea, I can only give feeble utterance to my concep- 
tions of their nature by saying, they appeared ail 
mind, ail bght, all glory, all adoration, all love 
supremely pure, all peace and calm serenity, aU 
united in sublime employ, all expression of heav- 
enly unfolding joy. 

Freely did they converse, nor did they use the 
language of human beings. They spoke and no 
audible utterance attended, yet thought moved with 
thought, and spirit waa familiar with the mind 
of spirit. Ideas aaaociated with their heavenly life, 
flowed from being to being, and soon I learned that 
in heaven there is no concealment. Harmony 
of soul, harmony of desire, harmony of speech. 
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harmony in the swelling notes of adoring anthems, 
harmony in inBtractive movement, harmony in in- 
creasing thought, harmony was their life, their love, 
their manifeetation, and supreme delight. 

Again with harps tuned in unison of harmonic 
praise, and in the ascending octave, they chanted 
a hymn to their Maker's name. My guide urged 
me to unite in the animating song of redemption. 
1 could not join them, being absorbed in the contem- 
plation and glory of this long-sought home of rest. 
When they closed that eacred hymn, my guide, 
touching my Hpa again with the wand of hght, 
bade me mingle, a companion, with the members 
of this divine abode. 

Being after being pressed to mine, immortal lips, 
and seemed anxious to fold me in their arms. 
As a soul, new-bom, they caressed me, after look- 
ing up in thanldulness to their Eedeemer and 
their Lord. 

"And is this Heaven f my spirit said. "Are 
these happy souls those who once struggled in forms 
of day ? Are these immortal visages, radiant with 
the glory of this adoring mansion, the spiritual 
countenances of those I have before seen in care- 
worn life? And where has fled that age and de- 
crepitude, ye parent spirits ?" 

Often have I listened to you, my earthly teacher, 
while laboring to convey to the understandings 
of your audience, some faint idea of your concep- 
tions of immortal life. Often have I discovered 
manifest grief when in spirit you appeared to realize 
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that upon most minds all was but an ineffectual 
effort. And then I have asked, can heaven be thus 
glorious? is not the picture too highly wrought? and 
may man, if he attain to that blest abode, bask in 
tlie sunbeams of such supreme delight? And be 
as3in-ed, the highest thoughts of man fail to ap- 
proach the reality and the delighta of that h 
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! PILGRIM'S ADDRESS. 



Then approached me one whom on eartii I had 
Been bending tremnloasly over the pilgrim's staff. I 
knew 'twas one familiar, one of age and emaciated 
form, whose hoary head once told the story of a life 
of woe. In immortal youth the spirit stood before 
me; no staff was there; no trembling frame, no 
grief-worn cheek, no hollow eye, no sickly form ; 
bnt light and health and vigor were manifest. And 
the spirit said, " Behold in me the efficacy of re- 
deeming grace. This heart was once the cage 
of thoughts unholy. These hands were employed 
in sin. These feet moved swiftly in the downward 
road that led to sorrow and to death. This form 
of mine, though not this form, yet that in which 
I vsed to live, was worn with grief, corrupt and 
dying with disease. But now, all hail that name, 
Immanud ! through Him, redeemed, I wear habili- 
ments of light and exist in immortal yonth. Thia 
fiong I chant, death, where ia thy sting? and 
grave, thy victory now ? Worthy is the Lamb who 
81 
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offered Himself to redeem I Wortiiy — O give Him 
adoratiooj ye coimtiess hosts, ye iminmerabla 
tlirong I Worship and adore Him, all intelligences 1 
yea let imiveraes adore? Adore Him, for He is 
worthy to receiye anthems of universal praise 1" — ■ 
And while uttering this psalm, the peopled ex- 
panse imiting, lifted on high an immeastirable 
volnme of notes divine. 

Then appeared a company of children, who hand 
in hand, moved around and their infant voices 
chanted : " Pi'aise Him, for lo 1 while on earth He 
said, ' Suffer infants and babes to come to me and 
forbid them not; yea, suffer little children, and 
forbid them not to come unto me.*" 
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THE GLOEY OF THE 0K088. 

"When this new song was ended, light sn- 
premely above that before -witueaaedj descended. 
I looked, and lo I the dome above me parted, 
and beings far more glorious approached. Awed 
by the presence of the light, and desiring to flee 
before it, I approached my guide, who said, "What 
thou hast seen Marietta, is but the earnest of joys to 
come. Here thou hast been welcomed, and here 
■witnessed this manifestation of thy Eedeemer, and 
the harmony of this entrance to the divine abode. 
But, behold! above thee tlie deacending gloiy of 
the Cross appears. Spirits, membei-a of thy race, 
redeemed, ^ho are adranced to higher life, attend. 
Mark the forahadowing of the glory of the Seventh 
Sphere. These angela wait on thee." 

Then visible above me appeared a Cross, bomo 
in the midst of twelve, on whoso circle I read, 
"Patriarchs, Prophets and Apostles." Above it 
waawiitten, " Jesua of Naaareth, King of the Jews." 
Eowing at the fet;t was a spirit, whose raiment 
3 33 
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waa -white, and expression that of holy adoration. 
She kissed the Cross, and then descending, ap- 
proached me, and in music of speech, superior to 
that of the anthems to which I had listened with 
wonder and delight, she said, "Welcome spirit 
from the world of woe, Lo ! hy the wUl of Jesns, 
eyen that Jesus crucified, my Lord and Redeemer, 
I come to commune with thee. Tis hut by hia 
permission thou art admitted here ; and be not sad, 
though thou shouldst he required to return to thy 
friends on earth," 

Hie thought of being subjected again to the sins 
and misfortunee of my former life, so affected me 
that it seemed as if I was quitting the divine abode, 
and rapidly descending to earth ; when lo ! I was 
embraced by my guide, who said, " When thou 
retumest, tliou shalt go to bear a message of 
holy love, to earth; and at an appointed time, 
free from the power of mortal attachments, thou 
ehalt enter here, a member of the holy band." 

The spirit who descended from the Cross then said, 
" What thou eeest, and the meesage I give thee, 
thou shalt unfold to my son in mortality, struggling 
in the Tales of night. Eelato to him the story 
of descending light. In dove-like form, bear from 
eternity the olive-branch of Truth. Press it to 
his heart, and it shall bod and blossom, and 
after much confiict, bear the ripened fruit. 

"Marietta, thou hast been conducted here for 
a wise end, and for that purpose I am permitted 
to instruct thee in many things, pertaining to earth 



Hcssdb, Google 



SCKXES BEYOND THK OEAVE. 3a 

and heaven. The thought of returning makes thee 
Bad; yet thou shalt go ladeo with riches, the riches 
of instructive truth, ■which as germs shall prepare 
the way for greater light. 

"i'irst learn that all Heaven eeveres the Oeoss. 
liefore it myriads hOw, and around it the redeemed, 
delight to hnger. Earth's religions are hut dreamy 
scenes, compared to these. Vaguo and imperfect 
are the highest conceptions of the 'human soul, 
relative to our condition here. "Tis but just ahove 
the plains of earth, where in perfect order begins 
the Spiritual Heaven. Around it move the' guar- 
dian spirits. Mingling, as permitted, with the 
inhabitants of earth are countless guardian angels ; 
no day, nor hour, nor moment paseeth, but each 
mortal is watched by the spirit appointed to his 
charge. 

"Man Imoweth not the nature of sin, nor the 
fiillness of Grace in his Eedemption. He will 
not believe, even though from eternity angels 
gather round him, to tell the story of immortality. 
Numberless are the causes, to prevent the light 
of heaven from reaching and controlling the race 
of man, wretched and deathward tending. But the 
time draweth near, when man shall become more 
conscious of the reality of this abode; when his 
attention shall be tmned more fully to the truth 
of Inner Life. Man's redemption draweth nigh. 
Let angels swell tlie chorus ; for soon the Savior 
descendeth, with holy attending angels," 

She then led the heavenly diapason of an im- 
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mortal hymn, too fiill and too haiToonions in 
moTeraent to be transmitted by buman language. 
At its close she said, " Sister spirit, rest thou in 
tbe embrace of holy affection. Observe wbat paa- 
seth around thee ; for lo ! shall be mirrored npon 
thy mind a faint, descending and remote expres- 
sion of tbe joy that fills this land of peace. Thou 
didst notice when I descended, I kissed tbe Cross. 
AU saints delight themselves in thus expressing 
their remembrance and regard for their Eedeemer 
who ofiered himself a sacrifice," 

A pause in the address ensued, during which, 
voices, apparantly in the distance, arose in soft 
and melodious alleluias. Tbe accents moved like 
living beings, seeking to wake tbe song of re- 
demption in every spirit throughout tbe vast as- 



"Who are these?" I inquired. "These are they," 
she said, " who having come out of great tribulation, 
cease not day nor nigbt to raise their anthems high, 
in exaltation of their Savior's name. The heaven 
of heavens is animate with this celestial love. 
From saints, who in earth's cottage humbly adore 
and sing of redeeming grace, through pathways 
of ascending life, is borne on high the soul in- 
spiring melody of heavenly adoration. Above thee 
thou dost discover, moving in primeval light, beings 
of higher attainment. 

"Wouldst thou dwell for ever in this world of 
peace, joy and love divine? Wouldst thou bear 
some humble paii with the psalms of these im 
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mortal choralista? Be tLou admoniBhed of thy 
former incredulity, thy want of faith and consecra- 
tion ; for there are no other means than those in 
Clirist, the Kedeemer, by which to attain inher- 
itance in this blest abode." 

This last address re-rived within me remembrance 
of ray former doubts, my want of confidence in the 
Savior, and of consecration to his cause. My spirit 
drooped. I saw the justice of the mild reproof, and 
inquired, "May I yet hope? Or is the opportunity 
to secure this heaven of life forever gone? Fain 
would I give myself, my all, Fain would I return 
no more to earth. O, that I could forever dwell 
where peace lilie a river gently floweth, and love 
unpolluted, moveth from heart to heart!" 

"Be faithful then," said the spirit, "totlie Hght 
given, and at last thou shalt enjoy the bliss of 
heaven. "Marietta, the scene now passing before 
thee, is one fraught with interest. In this assembly 
are the Prophets and martyred Saints. See, their 
raiment is white, pure and transparent. Upon their 
breast is the manifestation of the Cross, In their 
left hand is a golden censer, and in their right a 
small volume." 

The scene expanded and I saw that from the 
centre, and around which the multitudes were con 
gregated, arose a pyramid whcae column was com- 
posed of pearls and most precious stones, set with 
cresses of spiritualized diamond, upon which were 
engraven the names of those who had suffered 
fir their love of Truth, and who not counting 
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their lives dear, liad endured pereecTition even 
nnto death. Upon this colomn stood thi'ee splrite, 
in the attitude of meekness and adoration, hold- 
ing in tiieir hand, and above them a Cross from 
which floated a banner ever nnftu-ling, — "These" 
6aid my guide, "are select, one Patriarch, one 
Prophet, and one Apostle. They represent the 
triime circle of commissioned saints who shall at- 
tend the reappearing of the Son of Man, and shall 
go forth in the day appointed, gathering together 
the elect from the four winds, from the uttermost 
part of the eai'th to the uttermost part of heaven." 

" The volumes the spirits hold in their handa un- 
fold the order of creation, the redemption of man, 
and the principles which govern the obedient, world 
without end," 
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As the former scene closed upon my view, the 
spirit who MsBed the Gross, raised her hand, radiant 
with the light of life, and two children drew near. 
As they approached, they bowed gracefully, and 
each placing a hand in hers, with meeknesB 
looked into her lovely face and smUed. 

Addressing me she said, "These children left 
the form while in their infancy, and being innocent, 
were conducted to the paradise of innocence in the 
Seventh Sphere; which is a state of moi-al purity 
and intellectual harmony." 

The eldest of the two, thus introduced, said, 
"Marietta, I rejoice to commnne with thee, since 
thou shalt return to those who loved us and who 
mourned our departure from the valley of death, 

"When thou art again conversing with mortalfl, 
Bay to him who now sits by thy body, that we 
have learned that though parents may grieve for 
us, ours is a cup overflowing with gladness to the 
spirit made free. 

" Marietta, this is the world we know. Here we 
first awoke to the reality of our existence. Earth 
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we TiBit, conducted by oar guardian angols, but it 
ia unlike heaven. There we witness sorrow, pain 
and death ; here, harmony, happiness and life 
abide." 

Ho then looked down as if in deep meditation 
and all was silent. I thought the subject which 
had engaged his mind, had made him sad, but soon 
saw that his attitude was occasioned hy the ap- 
proach of an angel who in ascending had passed 
just ahoye us. O, how my being was affected at 
the sight ! Light surrounded her as a well wrought 
garment. Her very movement was the harmony 
of harmonies, I desired to follow, and said, "O 
tell me, who is this so glorious ? I feel her sacred 
influence, and ardently desire to enjoy the society 
and the abode of such beings," 

"This," said the spirit, "is an angel who he- 
longs to the Infant Paradise. Have you not read 
in the Gospel, that blessed expression of the Ee- 
deemer, "' In heaven their angels always behold the 
fece of then' Heavenly father? This angel has the 
guardian protection of inf^its, and is commissioned 
to meet infant spirits as they leave the external 
world and enter into the spiritual. She pauses in 
her ascension for thee. She holds out her arms, 
and what seest thou, Marietta?" "A small p^e 
light," I answered. 

The angel then breathed upon it, as if imparting 
life, and pressed it to her bosom in fondness in- 
finitely -above that manif^ted by earthly mothers. 
I knew the little spirit was at ri^t'. reeling the 
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heaven that encompassed and pervaded the angel, 
again I wished to iiy away, and with the infant 
be forever hlessed. But while I was struggling 
to ascend, the angel arose — one flash of light and 



Then a fer different scene was revealed — below 
me iQ a little room, I saw a female kneeling by the 
lifeless body of her departed child. She convulsed, 
and at times teaia streamed irom her eyes, and 
then her face was as marble, her eyes set and 
glassy, and her whole form quivered while she 
pressed kiss after kiss upon the cold cheek of her 
lost babe. At this juncture a man dressed in black 
gravely entered. T^ie group gave way and he 
silently approached the weeping mother, and taking 
her by the hand said, "Sister arise. The Lord gave 
and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord. Jesus said, suffer little children to 
come unto me and forbid them not, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, their 
angels always behold the face of their Heavenly 
Father." 

Next I saw tliat mother, sitting beside a coffin, 
in an earthly assemblage. Her eye was fixed 
upon the ceiling. Her countenance wore an ex- 
pression of despair. Before the cofHn stood the 
grave looking man, whom I had seen enter the room 
of death. He read a Pealm, offered prayer for the 
afflicted, and then eneom-aged the mourners, by 
endeavoring to prove from the sacred text, that 
the babe, though dead shall live again, and that 
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an angel had convoyed it to Abraham's bosom. 

The asBembly disappeared, and the child ad 
dressed me saying, " The lifeless form just seen in 
the vision, was the representation of my own body, 
t]io weeping moflier was my own mother; the 
eeene was that which transpired wiien I left that 
body ; the grave looking man was the minister of a 
congregation in the outer world. 

"The angd who while passing ub paused, was 
the bright spirit who conveyed me fiu' above the 
influence of evil magnetism, to a place prepared 
for the young and delicate infant, where spirits 
appointed, are ever occupied in nourishing jnfent 
minds. Dost thou wish to visit that nursery!" 
Thus saying he looked up to the spirit, aa if to 
ask permission to conduct me there. 
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AKTISTIC OKDEB OF INFANT TAKADISE. 

In a moment we were ascending in the direction 
of the angel who had borne along the infant, and 
who had disappeared in the light. Soon we drew 
near that which at first appeared lilie a city bnilt 
in the midst of a floral plain. There appeared 
stately ediflcea and streets lined with treea whose 
foliage cast a lovely shade; on whose branches 
birds of all colors appeared ; and although all were 
singing with difierent notes, all mingled in one full 
and perfect harmony. Many corresponded to those 
on earth, and yet were as superior to them as the 
Paradise itself was superior to the mortal world. 

As we advanced, the beauty and harmony in- 
creased, and new scenes appeared. The architecture 
of the edifices, the sculptores in the open air, the 
fountains that eparlded in the light, the trees that 
waved their extended branches, the flowers and 
flowering vines becoming more majestic, interwoven 
and beautiful. There were also many avenues, each 
of which, slighdy ascending, led to a common 
centre toward which we pursued our way. 
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As we advanced, I perceived before me a vast 
and complicated structure, whose outer walla and 
towers appeared formed of marble, tbat was in ap- 
pearance delicate as snow. This served as the foun- 
dation of a vast canopy, like a dome, though &r 
too extended to be expressed by the earthly archi- 
tectural meaning of that term. "We drew near this 
building, and I perceived that the dome was bus- 
pended over the vast circular space. "This," said 
my guide, "is the place where all infants from thy 
globe are gathered for the instraetion and support 
of their infant natures. Thou didst discover, as 
we moved along the avenue, on either side edifices. 
Each of these corresponds to what mortals call a 
nursery for the young. Tliere infants are first 
conducted, and there nourished beneath the smile 
of their guardian angels. Each, though somewhat 
varying, is a miniature of this vast temple of in- 
structive manifestation, and each is a home fOT 
the infent spirits who enter there, tmtil they attain 
to higher degrei^, and enter the Paradise of more 
advanced youthful existence, for degrees of instruc- 
tion adapted to a more intellectual condition. Over 
each of these are appointed seven maternal guar- 
dians. Thou seest, Marietta, that no two edifices 
are perfectly alike in interior beauty, external 
form or decoration, but that aU harmoniously 
combine; and also, that each guardian angel is 
different in the radiative hght and individuality 
of tiie face and form. This thou art permitted to 
know. 
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"Whenever an infant dies on earth, the angel 
guardian who bears up the Bpirit to the Land of 
Peace, perceives ita interior type of mind, and 
according to its type it is claesed with others of like 
order of intelligence ; and as the akiUful gardener 
on earth in one floral division trains the varions 
speeiea of the lily, and in another compartment 
roses, and in another the camellias or the honey- 
suckles ; 80 here angelic wisdom classifies the 
infant spirits, and according to their variety of 
artistic, scientific, and social tendencies, assigneth 
each a home best adapted to the unfolding of its 
interior germs of life, into intellectual, artistic or 
industrial harmony, 

" Over each edifice preside seven guardian angels, 
who collectively form one octave of instruction, 
each angd being of that type of mind which agrees 
with his associates, as one note harmonizes with 
the associate tones and semi-tones of the harmonic 
scale. 

" Each of these seven guardians is the superior 
of a subordinate octave of more youthfiil spirits, 
who perform duties assigned to them, according to 
their type of being, in the harmonic system of para- 
disical instruction ; and each of these presides over 
a separate class of infant beings. 

"Seven of these edifices compose one greater 
family, and each separate palace of instruction, 
which is embosomed in its own separate gardens 
and enclosures, is one of seven of associate variety, 
and of like degree; and seven of these in their turn 
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form tlie subordinate diviaiona of one more com- 
posite and magnificent palatial temple, whose 
centre pavilion is adapted to instruction in more 
exalted degrees of paradisical truth. 

"The centre palace of each ward is thus a mag- 
nificent temple of instruction, encircled in artistic 
splendors and floral liarmonies, corresponding to 
ita degree, and this is surrounded by seven lesser 
pavilliona of architectural beauty, encircled by cor- 
responding adommente adapted to their subor- 
dinate but exaited conditions; and each of these 
last ie also the centre of a lesser octave of edifices, 
also adorned with stately forms of blooming and 
sculptured perfection. In these last the infants 
dwell, and are led forth each day, or each successive 
period corresponding thereto, to the superior pal- 
aces, and to the centre pavilion, for the education 
of their unfolding natures. 

"As soon as these infants arise to a degree 
suitable for the general assembly in the great and 
centre dome, or temple of instruction, they are led 
first from their several homes to their separate 
centre school, and then all emerge from the different 
wards and move beneath a cloud of angel choraJiets, 
who chant loud alleluias to their Prince a«d Savior, 
and with whose harmony the infiints mo»r« toward 
the outer temple." 
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THE PAEADISICAL NTJESEKY. 

As the spirit closed, I saw on our right a portion 
of one of the lesser temples remove, as if an in- 
visiblo hand gathered it in a manner corresponding 
to the removal of a suspended curtain, and lo! to 
my already astonished spirit, there appealed visible 
the interior of one of the nurseries, supremely 
light with the glory thereof, and adorned with 
artistic beauty correspondent to the majestic ap- 
pearance of the paradise of infants. At first I waa 
greatly abashed, feeling my own unfltneBs to behold 
any abode so pure, lovely and majestic. " There," 
I unconsciously nttered, " is heaven." My reflec- 
tions were perceived by my instractress who ob- 
served, "Marietta, behold the manifestation of 
infant life in Paradise. Let us enter, and there 
thou shalt learn the true condition of those who 
as babes leave the world of sorrow, and who are 
immediately conveyed to this place and are hence- 
forth happy. Little do mortals know of the bles- 
sednras attending their littie ones who leave in the 
morning of their existence. Those who believe in 
Christ, become reconciled to the loss, but this is 
47 
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mostly npoB condition of the law of submission cs- 
taljlished in the Christian's heart. I was once a 
mother in the world of sorrow and lose. There I 
learned to weep, and there I also learned the 
priceless yalue of faith in God's mercy through our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; there, Marietta, did I bid adieu 
to the infants, who Ured but to pain a mother's 
heart at the parting. 

"ITirice I pressed to my fond heart the loved 
babes, flesh of my flesh, bone of my bone and life 
of ray life, and looking up to Gfod, adored him for 
the precious gifts. Bat scarcely had I with hope 
iUumed the fiitnre, and placed my heart upon them, 
ere, like young and tender bads they were nipped 
by the fiflst of death, and I was left wounded and 
forlorn. I hoped in Jesi^, and consigned them to 
him, bdieving tliey were well ; but, Marietta, had 
1 only known, yea could I have but seen what 
thou now seest, then woidd my soul have had from 
knowledge added to faith, greater rest, for here the 
babe who has left its parents in woe, but waits 
their arrival, and here it is safe from the contamin- 
ations of the vices and sins of the fallen race. See, 
Marietta," she continued " these germs of inmior- 
tality," 

I beheld and lol the interior that was opened 
before me was that of a temple gloriously adorned. 
In circular tiers, one rising above another, were 
niches or segments of circles, as wrought in gold 
and overshadowed with a seraph. In each reposed 
an infent spirit. Before each was an attending 
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Ab iheT arise they ttoat as with wings of pan light amid the aogd« 
■" Page 4!l. 
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or guardian angel, whose employment consista in 
fitting for liigher life the genn fonnation of the 
spirit for its eternal existence in holy usefolnesa. 
The angel breathes upon it and every breath causes 
its capacity and life to expand, for the breath ia 
that of holy love and inspiration, as her life is 
in God whoae Quickening Spirit pervades all angels 
in the heavens. 

As we entered, I saw that those infants, as they 
awoke to still greater confieionsneea, and aa they 
beheld their angel bending over them, wore an 
expressive smile, and were happy. 

Conld I portray to yon tiiis one nursery, and so 
fix it in yonr mind that you could realize ita glorioaa 
magnificence, then would I be more content, iui I 
cannot. No meana ai-e given me ; no mortal can 
know. Could you enter there with me, you would 
behold in the centre, held in an angel's hand, a 
Cross, as of pure, transparent, and spiritualized 
gold ; and on either hand maternal spirits directing 
youthful maidens while employed with the newly- 
arrived infant spirits committed to tlieir charge. 
From the silken, cradle-like resting place, adorned 
with blossoms of every hue, overshadowed with the 
seraphim, were constantly ariaing those who had 
been laid there by those spirits who had received 
them at Che hands of bereaved parents. As they 
arise they float aa with wings of pure light amid the 
moving angels who conduct them as they learn to 
move and to obaerve tlie nature and employment 
of the family of spirits who watch over them. 
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Each angel also has many forma of external imagery 
by -which to impress the first piineiples of truth 
upon their minds, as best befits their organism and 
capacity. 

There are also angels appointed, who touch in 
Botteat notes, the varied instromente upon ■which 
is made melody. This music is evei- mingling with 
that of angdic voices of sweet and heavenly utter- 
ance. The dome or temple is so conatmeted as to 
echo, in gentle undulations, each strain, which 
appears to move with the life of the place. So soft, 
Bweet, and melodious was that music, that it served 
as life to give action and strength to the spirit 
nerve of those who were reposing beneath the smilo 
of their guardians. " This," said the spirit who had 
conducted me there, " ia but one of the many of 
these great temples, and corresponds to all in this 
degree. Here — oh 1 that earthly parents could realize 
it— iSj as it were, the birth-place of those who are 
not permitted to tarry in the outer form until under- 
standing awakea within them. From this they 
ascend to places prepared. But, Marietta, thou hast 
not witnessed the most delightftd of ail the realities 
connected with this temple." 
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INFANTS KKCEIVED BK THE SAVIOB. 

As she spoke, each of the guardian angels arose 
with the infant of her charge, and poised in the 
great space -within the galaxy of choraliata, and 
around the angel who held the Oroaa. Izistantly 
a light, infinitely euperior to that in the temple, 
descended from above ; and I was awed with the 
august pi'eseoce of a retinne of angels, in whose 
midst was one like unto that glorious Being I had 
been informed was my Kedeemeb. 

As they approached the centre, the manifestation 
of the Cross disappeared before the gi-eater light ; the 
angel retinue paused, and the Being whom they 
attended smilingly said, " Suffer little children to 
come onto me, and forbid them not." The sweetness 
and gentleness of the expression, and the love that 
shone from his face as these words moved from his 
lips, overcame rae, and I sank at the feet of my 
heavenly conductor, who raised me up, and drew ma 
to her angel breast. 

I would that the world could see and hear what 
then occurred. As he spoke, those guardian angels 
drew near, and each pi^caented him with their trea- 
61 
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sure, lie moved his hand atove them, and good- 
ness, like dew-drops, fell therefrom, and the infanta 
appeared to drink as from a fomitain of living -water. 
They wei-e blessed. The emanation from that Being 
was the breath of life. The temple wore a new 
aspect. As the scene was closing, the angels who 
attended him played npon stringed instrmnenta, 
and sung of Eedemption, He moved his gracious 
hand as if in approbation of what the gnarditm 
angels had done; and they all bowed, and veiled 
their faces in the gaiment of glory that encompassed 
them. Suddenly music, like the voice of many 
waters, arose from every temple in the broad nor- 
Bery of the great city. And as the utterance moved 
forth in one swelling wave of angelic song, that 
Being, with those who had accompanied him, re- 
ascended, and the angels of tliis temple resumed 
their former movement. 

" This," said my guide, " is but the more simple 
portion of the heavenly exercises connected with the 
pleasing occupation of those who are appointed to 
rear infant spirits, in preparation for unfolding 
their being into enlarged capacity and useful employ- 
ment. The earth, if man had not there departed 
from purity and harmony, and thence from afGnity 
and companionship with beings of an exalted nature, 
would have been a proper nursery for new-bom 
spirits. 

" Sin, Marietta, removed the condition of the sin- 
ner from that of angels ; for by it his moral nature 
became changed. Angels are pure. No stain is 
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found upon them, — no evil desires ever awaken im- 
proper energies witiiin them. From them emanates 
life in its pure element. That life nourishes a like 
element. More dependent spirits arise within their 
halo of divine exietfince. They are, in like manner, 
moving withiiLthe glory that encompasses the socie- 
ties more exalted than themselves j and these are, 
in like manner, moving in the light, and enjoying 
tlie life-sphere of a stOl higher class of beings. Thus, 
all pure spiritoal beings united, exist in spheres of 
higher life ; and, as one being of- greater capacity, 
exist in the life descending from God, the Life of all. 
Superior orbs and systems, in like manner, move in 
the spheres of those more exalted ; and, receiving per- 
petual supplies from them, are retiued and exalted, 
until the terrestrial becomes the spiritual, and the 
spiritual the celestial. 

" The discordant are severed from the affinity of 
these natures above, and their loss is that relation 
which blends them with the harmonic laws and 
beings of celestial order. Men do not know the 
loss they sustain, while in the darkness consequent 
upon their condition, and therefore they do not pro- 
perly realize the necessity and benefit of a Savior. 
Whoever restores the afBnity lost, is the Eedeemer. 
But since one degree of harmonic life descends to 
another, and one receiving from, rises to another, by 
the Spirit of God, the Life of all, thou ca,nst readily 
perceive that none but He who controls life could 
cause harmonic life to descend to degrees opposite to 
itself. And thus is made manifest the great tratli of 
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Eedemption by the Incarnate Spirit of God. Here 
those who are mature are enabled to uuderstand tho 
law of salvation, even life in Christ, and by means 
of this knowledge, are led to acceptable adoration 
of Him who is their Eedeemer. 

" Thon didst notice, that as He who blessed these 
little ones ascended, all the nurseries of this great 
city chanted as one, praises to God and the Latnb. 
This was spontaneous ; for those who know the con- 
sequences of sin are the better prepared to behold in 
Jesus condescension and mercy infinite, and from 
their inmost being, to adore him. But when he 
moves in their midst, they utter songs silently, 
which, as lie is withdrawing from them, assnme 
outwai'd expression. These happy beings. Marietta, 
COTiTd no more refrain from that full manifestation of 
ioy and thanksgiving, than life could cease to flow 
from Him who is the Author of Life. Thus it is 
throughout all heaven, and more especially all 
abodes of preparation for spirits of the redeemed. 
Host thou not realize tliat each breath of those beings 
around thee is but a separate volume of praise to 
God? 

" If men in the body knew the goodness of God 
in redemption, they would cease from evil, and learn 
righteousness and the ways of peace. Marietta, 
nnderstandest thou this V 

1 felt the reproof, knowing my former infidelity 
as to salvation through Jeans, and fain would have 
veiled my spirit from the scrutiny of that spirit who 
thus addressed me. I knew I had doubted the im- 
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mortality of the soiil, and man's restoration from 
evil through the Lord Jesus Christ. And now I 
beheld tliat lie ie all and in all; the source of every 
pure and holy delight, and the theme of all I had 
been permitted to see in the world of spiiita. 

This, beloved Pastor, is the lesson which all the 
redeemed study with supreme delight, and which, 
when learned, inspires them with love too great for 
expression. And while I seek to describe it to you, 
I feel my own inabiUty to express, in human lan- 
guage, the extatic fnlness of that holy passion, aud 
the weakness of human language to declare the sense 
of that love. 

As soon «8 the angels had resumed their former 
positions, my guide informed me, that those infant 
spirits I had just beheld blest by the Eedeemer, had 
been given into the charge of other angela, whose 
delight was to gently train the mind by raeana 
adapted to their advandng condition ; and that now 
was approaching a scene in which I should witness 
the reception of infants just from earth. As she 
cltraed, I saw above and around, angels poising in 
the serene atmosphere, waiting with their treasures 
the moment to arrive for them to enter the temple. 
When the former angels had given np their charge, 
and were preparing to receive another class, these 
entered and occupied tlie centre around the Cross. 
At first their movement was irregular, but not dis- 
turbed. Then the softest and most gentle music 
commenced, as if harmony had awakened from her 
eacred stillness, and moved in almost silent utter- 
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ance, like some spirit treath, from the heart of 
gentleneBB and love, I was siirprised at the quiet 
movement of this sweet flausic, and felt somewhat 
impatient with desire for some angel to touch the 
swelling notes now burdened with the melody which 
appear«3 to mo suppressed. But my guide relieved 
me, by directing my attention to a company of 
maternal spirits, who were gathering around those 
angels who had just entered. These moved to the 
time and serenity of the mosie, while engaged 
with each angel in nourishing the in&nts held to 
their breasts. The music and movement of these 
maternal spirits manifested great caution ; while all 
others in the temple were motionless, as &r as 
I could diseem, except three spirits, who appeared 
to poise above the centre, from whom radiated a 
soft and pure light. " Those angels," said my 
guidej "encompassed in a light above tliat of the 
temple, are ol a higher and more exalted nature. 
Prom them proceeds a halo of superior light. This 
light is the descending life of love. Dost thou not 
sea how it concentrates, forming a separate spiral- 
like embodiment, encompassing and overshadowing 
those germinal existences in the arms of the guardian 
angels ? That which is nourished by each angel is a 
spirit whose being is just begun, and who, by reason 
of nature's violated laws, has been separated prema- 
turely from ite infant form in the external world. 
This soft music tlirills every fibre of the being, 
while the Supreme Spirit is reorganizing and giving 
it enlai-ged capacity — ^fitting each organ to its fellow- 
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organ in the harmony of perfection, thus establish- 
ing tone and proper energy in the system. The life- 
Jight descending enters the acnsoriuin of the infant, 
and thence outbreatlies as breath of life and soul of 
loye. The Quickening Spirit gives energy and 
expansion to the life principle unfolding, so that the 
intellect may perceive, the judgment operate, the 
nuderstanding embrace realities, and the being 
enjoy the life thereof." 
3* 
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Again I wae touched with a stream ot light, by 
which I was enabled to discover those infants as a 
complex and exceedingly delicate instrument un- 
Btnmg. Each separate or distinct portion had move- 
ment, but not determination ; and appeared separ- 
ately to lie in a sort of spasm-like action, as if 
prompted by an energy not altogether innate, but 
applied. The movement was indefinite, but increased 
in force, until each organ appeared as if a separate 
being composed of numberless organs correeponding 
to the infant embodiment. This continued to mag- 
nify before my view, until it rose in appearance aa 
animated form, and b^an to proceed as if a living 
being. This wonder of wonders overwhelmed me ; 
and, mth surprise, 1 impulsively inquired, " Is this 
a being proper ?" No answer being given, I con- 
tinued to addi'css my guide, saying, " At first I eaw 
in the angel's arms the life-germ of an infant form. 
This gei'm was so delicate, ttiat I covild not compre- 
hend how its guardian spirit could save the flicker- 
ing taper. Then I saw descending from above 
a light which encompassed and pervaded the spirit. 
58 
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^Dien it moved as if receiving life and energy. 
Again I saw the separate tissue, apparatus, and sya- 
tem of organs of that infiint, and, lo ! aU were 
dissevered. And now, kind angel, I ttliold each 
organ arise in form a living being, and the action 
thereof indicates a distinct embodiment. And each 
of these subdivided into their several and mmnt 
est parte, appear clear and distinct, ami, like the 
former, are also deranged. TeU me, how shall these 
so varied, complicated, and deranged nnite m har- 
mony ? How shall they proceed ? How shall they 
be so attnned iis to perform tlieir oiBce in tlie greater 
structure ?" 

Again light encompassed my spirit, and its 
brightness peneti-ated the secret chambai thertof, 
in which perceptions most exquisite were awakeneil, 
and a new being of my own appeared to aiise and 
look out upon the scene. Hei^e I saw that numhei- 
less spirit functions, existing in each of these least 
organic departments, responded to the ttrnch of some 
invisible power, and, thus invigorated, every part, 
from their interior, manifested proceeding energy. 
These being prompted, embraced each other like 
animate and intellectual beings; and were, as if 
moved by understanding, resolved to perfect appro- 
priation, so that each harmonized in perfect adapta- 
tion ; and as they embraced, they coalesced and 
were lost in identity, until I could perceive them as 
one ; and this moved as a being distinct, full and 
perfect. Then each organ and function of the 
infant I had seen encompassed within the light of 
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the three angds aboye arose, and, in lite maniier, 
correapontliDg to the separate organs of these, em- 
braced each other, and so coalesced that distinction 
was also lost ; and then my soul uttered uncon- 
scioualy, "Praise Mm for his mighty works," — ^for 
my spirit looked upon an infant in all the perfcctioii 
of angelic life ; yes, an infant restored. I had per- 
ceived it a flickering taper ; then as a complex 
instrument nnstning; and then encompassed and 
pervaded by the sphere of life fi-om the angels above. 
I had scanned each oi^^n as it tremulously moved 
■while being operated upon by the spirit of life, I had 
despaired ot its re'^toration. I had witnessed the 
wondrona efiect of its movement from its inmost 
interior capacity. Tea, I had seen these arise quick- 
ened from above, and, embracing each other, coal- 
esce, and then again arise, and, in hke manneir, 
coalesce, until I now beheld that which was before 
dissevered from its associate, and discoi-dant, & well- 
tuned instrument, in form and being an angel spirit ; 
and as it looked np into the face of the angels, it 
smiled. Tliat smile bespoke intelligence and har- 
mony. Truly I thought here is the exposition of 
that text, " Marvel not that I said unto you, ye must 
be bom again," And from what had passed before 
me, I felt the force of that beautifal expression of 
David when he said, " We are fearfully and wonder- 
fully made." And turning to my guide, I inquired, 
"Is this real? Is this a spirit redeemed? Is this 
process absolute in the restoration of a soul bom of 
discordant elements 3" 
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" IMy," eaid my gnide, " what thou hast seen is 
refd. It ia the unfolding to thy understanding 
the movement and power of grace upon the spirit 
that has heen rendered discordant by sin, wlich is 
the "violation of the law, — the law of being and the 
law of God. Hie light descending from angels, 
Marietta, could not restore, and the music could not 
harmonize, nor could the maternal guardians supply 
that wliich was lost. Theirs was to support the 
esteraal, while this dissevering process succeeded, 
and the components were restored and fitted for 
proper use by liim who is the Kedecmer, and who 
hath power to tune eaeh fibre of the being, and 
purify and inbreathe the life of holiness into the soul, 
giving new life, tone, energy, inclination, and love ; 
tlien to order their reunion unto perfect life in the 
infiint form. And now thou beholdest a spirit in 
the consummation of the redemption. This spirit is 
now prepared to rest in the soft and balmy bed of 
repose, whence thou hast seen others arise to higher 
life. Marietta, treasure this in thy soul ; but learn 
while this has passed before thee, it is but one of all 
this nursery of infant life which thou bast seen. 
This period is, in like manner, devoted throughout, 
and each temple in the expanse has been equally 
occupied. 

" And now the scene changes, and another ap- 
proaches. Listen, Marietta. The melody of angels 
moves upon the holy atmosphere of the cily. They 
chant praises to God and the Lamb for their redemp- 
tion ; for great is the number of these spirits re- 
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BtMred to the harmony of perfect beings. And thus, 
Marietta, are thanksgivings offered to our Heavenly 
Parent at each closing scene, which hrings the new- 
bom spirit into the hai'mony and the possession of 



Oh ! how my spirit caught the heavenly flame as 
it rose, volume succeeding Tolume, in ascending 
praise, adoration, and glory, inexpressihlc and divine ! 
As said the Eevdator, "It was like the voice of 
many waters." 

It appeared that the whole city resolved itself into 
the voice of praise. Oh ! ia this heaven ? I said. 
How hlossod it ia to be accounted worthy to entei 
the city of God. And if this is only the Infant 
Paradise, — if this is the song uttered in view of the 
restoration to harmony and heaven of this class of 
infant spirits, though great their nmnber, how vast 
and incomprehensible must be that expressiori of 
thanksgiving when redemption is complete, and vhe 
Bride, the Lamb's wife, shall touch the golden hai'p 
as they arise from tlie marriage supper, in that great 
day when God shall make up his jewels ? 

The bliss was so entrancing in its effects upon me, 
that I felt like ascending with the divine aspirations: 
but reflections upon my unfitneea overcame me, and 
1 fell into the holy anus of mv guide. 
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OHEIST REVEALED AS SUFFEEING OM THH 
CEOSS. 

As I lay in the arms of my lieaTcnly guardian, 1 
looked into lior face, which wore an expression ot 
deep emotion. With earaestnesa her eyes were fixed 
above ; and her hoiy lips moved as if in prayer. 
At first the expression of her features waa so sorrow- 
ful, that I thought she would weep ; hut tears tpould 
have been a feeble manifestation of that feeling 
which, I could plainly see, continued to increase. 
Truly, I said, in silent thought, do angels grieve ? 
Can son-ow enter tliis Holy City ? The music bad 
ceased — its echo reverberated, and moved in the 
distance. Silence reigned in the vast expanse. I 
still leaned upon the bi-east of my blessed protector, 
anxiously obserring what waa passing. Light from 
above shone upon her brow with increasing bril- 
liancy. Her eyes were still fixed ; and, to employ 
earthly expressions ber bosom began to heave, her 
lips became motionless, and her glowing counten- 
ance had the appearance of reverential awe. Her 
looks were bo expressive, that I felt like shrinking 
&om her arms ; and waa bo awed, that I did not 
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notice the cause of her excitement, until she gently, 
without turning her eyes, laid her hand of snowy 
white and spotless purity upon my head, and then 
removing it, raised it upward, until it pointed in the 
direction indicated by her fixed attention, and to my 
utter astonishment 1 there beheld the cause of her 
silent reverence, and the wondrous admiration which 
pervaded the inhabitants of the city. There — oh I 
that all the world but knew it ! — there hung npon 
the Cross — and from all I could discover, bleeding 
and dying- — my Lord and Eedeemer ! Oh 1 that 
sight 1 Ko human heart can know its efiects upon 
the spuits who attend in the Infant Paradise. The 
ci'own of thorns, the nails, the mangled form, the 
flowing blood, the look of compassion, were so 
plainly manifested and combined, as to convey to 
the soul an idea of suffering the moat intense and 
excmeiating. 

About the Cross were congregating from every 
part of the city, guardian angels with their infant 
spirits. All, as they gathered in a circular form, 
manifested deep humility and holy reverence. As 
soon as they had assumed this uniform attitude, 
they held out the infant spirits whom they had 
in charge, directing their infant minds to the 
Cross and the Sacrifice. At this moment an angel 
descended, clothed in bright raiment, and moved 
around the Cross, holding in his hand his glittering 
crown. Tiien bowing he worshipped, and Ms wor- 
ship was silent as had been that of all who had 
congregated. After this, tm-ning to the guardian 
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angela he said, "Adore Him, for he is the Ee- 
decmer of a ruined race. Yea, let all Heayen 
adore Him I" Then as he lifted up his right h^fl, 
I saw in it a Httle book. In imitation all the angels 
in hbe mannei' raiaed their right hands, in each 
of which was also a boob of Hke dimensions. Then 
appeared, as from an invisible dome, a choir of 
angeUc beings. These had palms in their hands, 
and they with one voice sang praises to God and 
the Lamb. The first I could not understand, but 
they concluded saying, "Suffer children to come 
unto me. Of such is the kingdom. Out of the 
mouths of sucklings and babes Thou hast perfected 
praise. Amen, alleluia, amen I" Then the guar- 
dian angels drew still nearer the Cross, presenting 
the spirits in their charge, ■while they were ad- 
dressed in a manner entirely beyond my compre- 
hension ; at the close of ■which each iniant ■was 
touched with a stream of light. They smiled and 
bowed their heads, while holding up in their little 
clasped hands the image of the Cross, which had 
been given them by their angela. Again they were 
folded in the arms of their protectors ; and again 
the choir chanted a loud anthem, which, being 
echoed by the surrounding spirits, filled the city 
with one volume of holy melody. Then the Cross 
and Saeiifice disappeared, and the angels reti\ming, 
whence they had come, the city -was restored to 
its former appearance. 

During this manifestation, my guide had not 
moved nor uttered a word, but appeai-ed to enter 
5 
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into the spirit thereof, and to realise that a scene 
of absorbing interest had been presented. 

At length I inq^uired, "Is there no heaven with- 
out the Cross and the Sacrifice? Each scene laoves 
around its manifi^tation. Each spirit rcTerencee it 
with holy awe, and each hymn of praise ntters the 
name of the Sacrifice." She replied with suppressed 
accents, " The Cross is ever before the vision of re- 
deemed spirits. In every circle is seen the Cross. 
Every flower, every artistic production, has the 
Cross, as by an invisible hand, iuwroiight through- 
out. And all instruction is based upon that bles- 
sed symbol of redeeming love, aud it is the diity 
of the guardian angels to instruct the spirits of their 
charge, in the great truth of redemption, through 
Jesus, who suffered upon the Cross, and for thia 
purpose each class of spirits, as fiiey pass from 
their first guardian protectors, to the care of others, 
are in like manner congregated. And by this 
means the Cross and the Sacrifice are imaged and 
enstamped within their interior sense; and hence 
its nature and likeness grow into higher life and 
more exalted being with them. All redeemed and 
sanctified spirits are ttus made to appear. No guile 
can in any way be found in them. All angels can 
behold the Cross as it shines forth from the soul 
which has received its impress. From this cause 
malicious spirits or beings cannot conceal from 
angels or the spirits of just men made perfect, 
their real nature. Where the Cross does not shine, 
there is no pure love; and the heart whereon 
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it is not visible, is not at peace with Grod. Marietta, 
in heaven there can be no guHe. But this, 
with other manifestations, is only an introduc- 
tory view of the principleB represented, which, 
in due time will be more perf«;tly i 
manifestations more specific and enlarged." 
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THE OITT TIEWEIJ FROM A SUPEEIOB 
PLAIN. 

TiiEN 1 heard a voice from atove ns saying, 
" Oomo up hither." At this moment I belidd a 
circular expanse, like the interior of a tower, whose 
spiral walls formed ascending galleries, winding 
npward into the euperior glory. This lovely path- 
way seemed formed of rainbows wreathed in spirals 
of prismatic hue, and reflecting Tarying bnt ever- 
beautifid tints of matchless lustre. 

Borne on a cloud of essential light, that like a 
chariot gently ascended the spiral, we passed from 
the surface of the city, and advanced along the ri- 
sing galleries of this tower of rainbow forms and 
glories. Seated hy the side of my companion, the 
spirit who had kissed the Cross, a sense of calm 
composure, ftJl of holy peace and delight fer supe- 
rior to any previous condition, captivated and per- 
vaded my breast. The spiral gallery, which seemed 
to undulate as if moved by breathing elements of 
life, became more beautifiil as we advanced, and 
appeared to be composed of minute gems of floating 
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liglit, reflecting and picturing in their tremuloua 
surfaces each floral beauty, which had gladdened my 
eye as I passed through the city from which I had 
just arisen. 

Time, however, was not aflbrded me to distingimh 
between the several qualities and define their loveli- 
ness ; for soon ■we emerged from the ascending galleiy 
of rainbows and stood npon an aerial plain, resting 
in the transparent air above that magnificent and 
lofty dome which crowns the centre temple of in- 
struction in the paradisical abode. 

From this position I beheld the great city, reach- 
ing on every side beneath my view, and was so 
situated as to perceive at a glance the general fea- 
tures of its plan, and to contemplate it in its entire 
form as a picture of surpassing loveliness. 

Beneath me the subhme Temple of Instruction, 
budded of most precious materials, and in a style of 
architectm'e which I am unable to describe, arose in 
air from the centre of a circular lawn of great extent, 
whose green surface appeared covered with the softest 
and richest verdure. Majestic trees in groups, and 
at regular intervals arose, bearing a profusion of 
fragrant and sliiniug clusters of flowers. Beneath 
their shade, and on the more open spaces, appeared 
minute flower beds, filled with every variety of 
flowers and blossoming shrubs and vines. Fountains 
of living watei-s also were visible, some just rising 
from the green grass, and flowing through their 
marble channels, or through beds of golden sands, 
with a low and pleasant murmur; while others 
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i forth in full volume to a loftj' height, and 
deseended in glowing etreams of cverj' variety of 
form, and were received in tasins, some of whicli 
were Uke diamond, and others like burnished silver 
or the whitest pearl. 

This lawn was encircled by a lofty but open trellis 
work ; and at its eastern side appeared a gateway 
without doors, from the centre of which flowed forth 
a stream of hving water, supplied from the fountains 
within the enclosnre. 

I now directed my attention to the surronnding 
city, and pei'ceived that it was divided into twelve 
great divisions by this river of living waters, which 
flowing in a spiral coiu^e, was bordered on either 
side by a wide and regular avenue, in twelve great 
curves or circles, proceeding from the centre to the 
circumference, I also perceived that twelve other 
streets intersected this spiral avenue, centering in 
tho consecrated ground about the Temple, and radi- 
ating to twelve equally divided points in the outer 
limit of the scene. 

As my vision followed the pathway of the flowing 
river and the stately avenues, ray mind became 
absorbed till all sense of person or time was laierged 
in the entrancing sight. The city was divided into 
one hundred and forty-four great wards or divisions, 
arranged in a series of advancing degrees of sub- 
limity and beauty. From the outer limit to tho 
centre was one gently ascending and encirchng 
pathway of even-increasing loveliness. Each degi-ee 
was marked by new and more beautiful forms of 
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tree, flower, fountain, statue, palace, and temple of 
adoration. Each building was of vast extent, and 
oorreeponded -witli all others as the perfect part of a 
most perfect whole. Thus the entire city appeared 
one garden of flowers; one grove of nmbrage; one 
gallery of sculptured imagery; one undulating sea 
of fountains; one unbroken extent of Bumptuous 
arcliitecture all set in a surrounding landscape of 
corresponding beauty, and overarched by a sky 
adorned with hues of innnoi-tal light, that bathed 
and encircled each and eveiy object with an ever- 
varying and increasing charm. 

I now beheld the movement of tiie inhabitants. 
But faint is the idea that can bo given, of what 
was moving before my sight. I can only describe 
it by saying, that the entire movement was melody. 
All the angelic multitudes appeared animated fi^m 
one Inspiring Love, moving in the wisdom of one 
orderly plan, and having in yiew the unfolding 
of their infant charge into a condition of being 
which should perfed;ly ccoreepond to all that visi- 
ble perfection. No angd. manifested a separate, 
personal movement, disconnected from the universal 
harmony, but all appeared to co-operate and to 
be inspired from one Superior Source. I saw that 
no rivalry, emulation, or desire of selfish glory 
existed in the lovely groups of infhnte, but thaf 
each group, and the inhabitants of each nursery 
or palace, were united in holy affection to the su- 
perior, associate and more mature societies ; and 
that each little child was filled with holy love, and 
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desired to become advanced in holy wisdom and 
fitted to be used as an angel of light and love- 
liness. I saw also, that each delighted to leam 
from those above, to communicate beantifiil forms, 
as gifts of holy love and wisdom to those be- 
low, and to exercise the entire being in har- 
monic and unselfish works of love. In this it 
was revealed, that each child and each group of 
childi-en advanced in orderly series, from temple 
to temple, from palace to palace, from cireJe to 
circle, and that as one group advanced it occupied 
the place just vacated by an older group and gave 
place to a more youthful family, in its former abode. 
Thus like the movement of Spring upon some un- 
faUen Paradise, I saw each little chdd, as a living 
blossom of immortality, unfold fi'ora beauty to 
beauty, while all above waa glory, and all around 
was lovdinesa, and all within was harmonioua 
movement of unfolding life, love and knowledge 
of heaven and adoration of the Savior, and inspi- 
ration of undying joy. 

Ilaving thus beheld the City in its glory, use- 
fiilness and magnificence, my vision expanded, and 
beyond the cxti-eme circle of palaces, I saw more 
perfectly, what I bad seen before while in the City, 
multitudes of angels gatherutg around, in readi- 
ness to enter the outer temples at the appointed 
period. I saw that each class was congregating 
according to the class or school to which the infants 
they had with them were best adapted. 

These angels approached as on wings of wind, 
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and around them, enrobing them, was a bright 
cloud, which made them appear to me as if clothed 
with the sun. In their arms, as before stated, 
were infant spirits whoso existence appeared to de- 
pend upon their care. 

As they drew very near, each would pause a 
moment, poising in the holy and serene atmos- 
phere, and then inclining to an appropriate position, 
would rest. 

This most glorious view in its delightful iin- 
foldings was now somewhat changed, and my 
guide addressed me, saying, " Marietta, behold 
the order and glorious wonders of the firet and most 
simple degree of a spiritual paradise. These angela 
thou hast seen in their employment, are ever en- 
gaged in this delightful duty. Here, as has been 
taught thee, infants assemble from the world whence 
we are ; and from this blessed realm they are con- 
ducted to other and higha' schools of instruction : 
but hefoi-e thou art peimitted to advance, a solemn 
and instructive lesson shall be given thee. 
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CHAFTEE Xin. 

BOEHB OF EEVOLVING AND LIVIKQ 
THO tJOnTS. 

She touched, my forehead again, and lo ! tlie 
brigMneae and the glory of the scene departed, and 
I immediately descended, and soon waa in a low 
and gloomy subterraaeoue vault. Darkness in thick 
folds encompassed me, and a feeling of supernatural 
dread entered my soul and shocked my being. A 
quivering and spasmodic action wrought in fe^^ 
conflict throughout. My spirit startled at every 
movement of my mind. Yea, it appeared ae if my 
thoiighta wrestled amid the darkness. A distant 
roar broke upon my ear, as if an ocean poured its 
migbfy waters foaming and surging down some 
craggy rock-bound cataract. In vain I sought to 
grasp some substance by which to impede my rapid 
movement, which appeared to force me downward 
toward the awiid abyss. 

At this moment a blue sulphurous flash disturbed 
the vault of nether darkness, and as it disap- 
74 
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peared all around me floated grim epectreB, each 
enveloped in the fire of unhallowed passion. So 
sudden had been the change and bo dreadful its 
effects upon me, that no thought but that of horror 
and despair had entered my mind, until these lurid 
ghosts appeared ; then a more fearful terror poBseesed 
me, and I turned to seek refuge in the embrace of 
my guide, and lo ! I found her not 1 Alone and in 
this dreads place, no means are left me to express 
the most faint idea of the agony of that moment. 
At first I thought I would pray, but in an instant, 
the whole scene of my life was before me. Then 
I exclaimed, ' O for one short hour on earth ! for 
space, iiowever brief, for preparation of eoul, and to 
secure fitness for the world of spirits.' But my con- 
science, as if some fiend, in a voice hoarse and 
trembling, echoed, ' In thy day thou didst reject and 
spurn the means adapted to thy necessities, canst thou 
ho]>e for successful suit in this dark scene of woe ?' 
And then to add to my misery, my former doubts 
and skepticism arose like living beings, looking upon 
me with a piercing glare. They revolved around 
me in condemning mockery, as though each was a 
self-actuated body. Thus congregated my life's 
meditations, JSfo secret tJKmght hut now composed 
a part of that att&nding throng ; even those 
thoughts I had, as I supp<«ed, forgotten, proceeded 
in order and strength around me. Again they 
changed, and each appeared an orb revolving in the 
mental, spiritual, and moral atmosphere of my being, 
and these, although first aj|)earing in s 
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at length combined as compouenta of myeelf. To 
escape tliem waa to flee from my own lite. To an- 
nihilate tliem would seem to blot out my own exists 
ence. Tben it was that I realized the force of the 
Savior's expresBion, "For every idle word that man 
shall speak, he shall give account in the day of 
judgment," 

While thus my mental being seemed revolving 
in outward vision about my despairing thought, 
and while in the most absolute wretcliednesa my 
spirit longed to be delivei-ed from this nether 
gloom, and to repossess the bodily form, another 
scene moat terrible of all was suddenly made visible. 
It was the full and pei-feet representation of my 
Orucifled iiedeenier. Suddenly and in one con- 
tinuous vision my entire life of thought concern- 
ing Imn, passed in a separate embodiment before 
my mental view. In one compartment of vision, 
dotted with appropriate imagery, appeared those 
thoughts which I had conceived of liim as a man. 
In another compartment, also in coiTcspondent 
images, appeared a representation of my thoughts 
in which I had conceived of Mm as Divine. In 
another compartment still, appeared a representa- 
tion of my thoughts concerning his special atone- 
ment for the limited number of the elect, and there 
in fearful forms, appeared those thoughts which 
had been mine when I had conceived myself to 
be doomed to endless punishment, because pre- 
destined to reprobation from eternity. Still in 
another compartment aj^ieared, also in forms ap- 
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propriate, my thoughts concerning the eternal 
salvation of all mankind witiiout i 
special moral reformation, and without 
and living fiiith in the Savior in regard to Ma 
atonement. And stiU in another compartment ap- 
peared, also clad in images significant of their 
interior nature, those thoaghts concerning Salva- 
tion by morality, independent of a special interior 
faith in Divine good. These separate compart- 
ments blended in one revolving sphere around me, 
in which wore ten thousand confiised and rapidly 
combining and separating images, which at once 
bewildered, excited and surcharged my mind. Thua 
my mental being moved in fearM vision about 
my thought, and every phase of doctrine concern- 
ing Christ, Heaven, Hell, Eeligion, or Eternal Life, 
which I had ever heard in discourse, or which I 
had conceived by study, or learned in conversation, 
or evolved in mental action, made a part of the 
tremendous sight. 

Oh, how bewildering these conflicting yet as- 
sociated ideas of the Eedeomer ! As they encircled 
me in one confused yet coherent cloud of imagery. 
I saw in each some distorted view of the Savior, 
but from none in their separate forms, neitlier in 
the entire cloud of changing views, could I behold 
him as he is, and therefore the divine glory, honors 
majesty and perfection could not be manifested 
in thou' exalting and redeeming power, and I could 
not see him as a Prince and a Savior in that true 
character which he sustains to the world. 



Hcssdb, Google 



CHAPTER XrV. 



OF THE SAVIOK IN THE CLOUD 
OF NIGHT. 



and ready to abandon all hope 
of ever escaping that abode, I had detennined in 
ray mind that the sight was tlie last which was 
to fill Tip the cap of woe, from which I had drank 
already to agony, and which to aU eternity coidd 
not he drained, when lo I I saw the Savior ex- 
tending Ms arma toward me, while from his lips 
in holy mnsic fell the lovely and soul enrapturing 
sentence, " Come unto me all ye weary and heavy 
laden and I will give you rest." 

How vast the contrast, when from the midst of 
the cloud, was revealed that glorious Being encom- 
passed with the shining appearance of a sua. In- 
wrought into the revolving surface of the halo of 
light which encircled him, and which moved with 
calm but rapid motion, I beiield a representation of 
the true relation between the Divine Eedeemer and 
the universe of light, where holy angels dwell, and 
the awful disparity between my own nature and that 
sphere of light and life, harmony and love, 

I thus beheld him whom, in my madness, folly, 
76 
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and skepticism I had bo often rejected. At first I 
■wished to break from the mental embodiment which 
■was about my inner being, and mingle the very 
elements of my life -with this sphere of light, and to 
dwell in its beauty, peace, and joy ; but being unable 
to enter into its reality by reason of the diversity 
existing between its intrinsic exaltation and the 
impure elements of my fallen mind, a feeling of 
distrust and doubt again arose -within me. 
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THE PHANTOM SPHEKB. 

SfDDESLT a eable veil of nether night apj 
to ascend, pervading and encompassing my heing. 
My inner doul)t seemed wronght into a clond that 
shut ont the upper glory, and the spirit of denial 
plunged me into the vortex of a deeper gloom, I 
fell as one precipitated from some dizzy height. The 
embodiment of darkness opened to receive me. The 
moving shadow of a more desolate abyss arose like 
clouds in dense masses of tempestuous gloom ; and 
as I descended, the ever-accumulating weight of 
darkness pressed more fearfully upon me. At length 
a nether plain that seemed boundless was imaged 
upon my sight, ■which, at a little distance, appeared 
to shine ivith the resemblance of metallic orea, and 
to be covered with the spartling semblance of vege- 
tation. Luminons appearances, like waving trees, 
with resplendent foliage, and flowers and fruits of 
crystal and of gold, were visible in every direc- 
tion. 

Multitude of spirits appeared beneath the ma- 
brage, and huninous mantles were folded about each 
80 



Hcssdb, Google 




The Savior rorealed in the cloud of night.— Pi^ 78. 



Hcssdb, Google 



HO,. db, Google 



SCENES BEYOND THE GEAVE. 81 

rapidly moving form. Some wore crowns upon 
iheir heads ; othera tiaras ; and others decorations 
of ■which I knew not the name, but which appeared 
to be wrought of clusters of jewels, wreaths of golden 
coin, aud cloth of gold and silver tissue. Others 
wore towering helmets ; and others circlets filled 
with glistening and waving plumes. A pale and 
lamhent phosphoresciaice was emitted by every 
object, and all appeared a splendid masquerade. 
The apparel worn by these busy myriads corres- 
ponded with the ornaments of the head; henco 
every variety of sumptuous apparel was displayed 
upon their forms. Kings and queens appeared 
arrayed in the gorgeous robes of coronation. Groups 
of nobility of both sexes, also decorated with all the 
varieties of adornment displayed in the pageantry of 
Mngly courts. Dense multitudes were visible in 
costume proper to the highly cultivated nations ; 
and as they passed by, I discovered similar groups 
composed of less civilized tribes, attired in barbaric 
ornaments of every form. While some appeared 
clothed in the habiliments of the present day, others 
were in ancient attire ; but every class of spirits 
manifested, in ttio midst of variety of m^de, a nni- 
formity of external pride, pomp, and rapidly moving 
and dfli^hng lustre. 

Sounds of mingled import — ^bursts of laughter — 
utterances of revelry, of gay sport and witty ridicule, 
and polished sarcasm, and obscene allusions and 
terrible curses broke upon my ear. These again 
were intermixed with impure aolicitatiooa and back^ 
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bitinga, and hollow complimente, and feigned con- 
gratulations, and all in one sparkling brilliancy, 
agitated the pained, bewildered sense. 

As I advanced, I waited as upon scorpions, and 
trod as amid living embers. The trees that seemed 
to wave about me were fiery exhalations, and their 
blossoms the sparklings and the bnrninga of unremit- 
tmg flames. Each object I approached by contact 
created agony. 

The phosphorescent glare that surrounded the 
various objects burned the eye that looked upon 
them. The &aitage burned the hand that plucked 
and the lips that received it. The gathered flowers 
had emitted a burning exhalation, whose fetid and 
noisome odor, inhaled in the nostrils, caused oz- 
cruciating pain. The fiery atoniB of the atmosphere 
burned as they were wafted by me. The air and the 
blast that moved it, alike were burdened with the 
very elements of disappointment and wretched- 

Upon turning to see if I could discover a single 
drop of water to allay the fierce and intoleratia 
thirst ; fountains appeared, and rivulets flowed amid 
the herbage, and lay in calm and placid pools. 
Soon, however, I discovered that these corresponded 
with the former illusions, and the drops of spray 
trora the sparkling fountains fell like drops of molten 
lead upon the shrinking form. The flowing rivuleta 
were like the molten river of metallic fire that 
streams from a furnace seven times heated ; and the 
deep etill pools were as the white and v 
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in some glowing cracible, when every atom is burn- 
ing witli a fierce, intolerable glow. 

When in solemn eonteinplation of these fearftil 
scenes, a spirit approached me whom I had known 
on earth. This being appeared externally far more 
brilliaQt than when in the body. The form, the 
countenance, the eyes, the hands, appeared endued 
with a metallic lustre that varied with every mo- 
tion and every thought. Accosting me the spirit 
said: 

"Marietta, we are again met. You eee mo a 
disembodied spirit, in that abode where those who 
inwardly deny tiie Savior find their habitation when 
their mortal day has ended. 

" Strange emotions agitate your bosom. Thus I 
felt, looked, wondered, and moved in sad and bewil- 
dered anxiety in the horn: when my being here dis- 
covered the theatre of its present existence. Eut I 
esperienceiJ that which yon have never yet realized 
in the interior principles of mind. Strange and 
incontrollable are the emotions causing me to relate 
that inward sorrow which this brilliant exterior 
would, if it were possible, conceal. 

" My life on earth was suddenly brought to a dose ; 
and as I departed from the world, I moved rapidly 
in the direction prompted by my ruling desires, 
I inwardly d^ired to be courted, honored, admired 
—to receive universal adulation, and to be free to 
follow the peiwerted inclinations of my proxid, rebel- 
lions, and pleasure-loving heart — a state of existence 
whore all should be pleasure without restraint — 
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where each eliould be free to obey the promptingB of 
every passion, and where eveiy indulgence ehould be 
permitted to the soul, — where prayers and religions 
instnictione shoidd find no place — where the Sabhath 
should not be known— where no rebuke of ain should 
ever fall — where existence should be spent in gay 
and festive sports, with no superior and restraining 
power to molest or interfere. 

"Witii these desires I entered the spirit world, 
and passed to the condition adapted to my inward 
state. I rushed in haste to the enjoyment of the 
guttering scenes which you now behold. I was 
welcomed aa you have not been, for at once I was 
recognized as a fit associate by those who here abide. 
They do not welcome you, for they discern io yon 
an interior desire, adverse to the mhng passions 
which here prevail. 

" I was welcomed with gay and sportive sounds. 
The beings whom you behold in tlie distance rushed 
forward to embrace me. They shouted welcome! 
welcome 1 I was awed, bewildered, and yet men- 
tally quickened and energized by the atmosphere 
of this abode. I found myself endued with the 
power of strange and restless motion. A flood 
of thoughts which had before existed in a germinal 
afeite within my mental organism, burst forth and 
filled the mind, until the mental edifice appeared 
a minute but corresponding image of the darling 
scenery and moving Justre of the plane, which had 
now become my habitation. 

Every organ sent forth and every pore emitted 
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a phosphorescent illumiDatioiij which condensed 
about lie head and formed the appearaneo of a 
briUiant diadem, and reflected on the countenance 
a ■wild, imeai-thlj glow. The exhalation as it ex- 
tended became a flaming robe, enveloping my 
fonn and causing it to conform in appearance to 
the invariable lilaeness of my spirit associates. 

"I became conscious of a strange pervasion of the 
brain, and the cerebral organs became subject to 
a foreign power, which seemed to operate by an 
absolute possession. 

" I abandoned myself to the attractive influences 
that were around me, and sought to satisfy my 
craving desires for pleasure. I reveled, I banqueted, 
I mingled in the wild and voluptuous dance, I 
plucked the shining fruit, I plunged in the ardent 
streams, I surfeited my nature with that which ex- 
ternally appeared delicious and inviting to the 
sight and to the sense. But when tasted, all was 
loathing and a source of increasing pain. And 
so unnatural are the desires perpetuated here that 
what I crave I loathe, and that which delights 
tortares me. My tortures create within me a 
strange intoxication. My appetite is palled, and 
yet my hunger is unappeased and unappeasable. 

"Every object which I perceive I crave, and 
I grasp it in the midst of disappointment and 
gather it with increased agony. With every new 
accession of experience I am immersed in some 
unknown fantasy, delirium and intoxication. New 
and strange phenomena are continually manifested 
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and add delirium to deliriiun, and fear to fear. I 
Beem to myself to become part of that which is 
about me, and the varied scenes ■which are mir- 
rored upon the vision appear radiated from me, in 
a thousand phantasmagoria! deceptions. Tlio voices 
which fell npon my ear, again borst from me in 
incontroUable utterances. I laugh, philosophize, 
jeer, blaspheme and ridicule by turns, yet every 
epitliet, however interiorly impure, sparkles with 
wit, glows with metaphor, and moves adorned with 
every rhetorical embellishment. The metallic ores, 
the waving trees, the shining fruit, the moving 
phantasms, the deluding waters, seem to form a 
dazzling and mocking spectacle, which is ever 
before my eyes, and every subject of reflection, 
has its fellow in my heart, from which, in its 
mocking scenery, it meets a response. I inwardly 
crave to satisfy my hunger and my thirst, and the 
desire appears to create without and around 
me a tantalizing illusion of cool waters I may 
never drink, and grateful fruits I may never taste, 
and refreshing airs I never feel, and peacefol slum- 
bers I may never enjoy. I know that the forms 
around me are featastic and delusive, yet every 
object appears to hold controlling power, and to 
domineer with cruel enchantment over my be- 
wildered mind. 

"I experience the power of the law of evil 
attraction. I am the slave of discordant and de- 
ceptive elements and of their presiding vice. Every 
object by turns attracts me. The thought of men- 
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tal freedom dica within the dying will, while the 
idea that I am a part and an element of the revolving 
&Dtasj takes poseession of my spirit. 

"This realm, curtained with a cloud of nether 
night, is one eea of perverted and diseaeed magnetic 
element. Here lust, pride, hate, avarice, love of eell', 
ambition, contention, and blasphemies, reveling in 
madness, kindle into a bnrning flame. And that 
speciality of evil which does not belong to and un- 
fold from one spirit, belongs to and unfolds from 
another ; so tliat the combined strength of the aggre- 
gate of all, is the prevailing law. By this sti-ength 
of evil I am bound, and in it I exist. 

"Here are those who oppreBsed the poor; who 
robbed the hireling of his wages, and bound the 
weary domi with heavy bm^iens ; the false in 
religious faith ; the hypocrite ; the adulterer ; tho 
assassin ; and the suicide, who, not satisfied with 
life in the external form, has hastened its close. 

"Did mortals but know the dark and dreadful 
night into which they are sure to fall if they die 
unprepared, they would desire to lengthen the day 
of probation rather than to hasten its termination, 
however multiplied their scenes of sorrow, and to 
wisely improve the fleeting moments which CLuickly 
number earth's probationary scenes. Is man's weary 
existence fraught with grief while he walks the 
gloomy deUs of death, and gropes along the brambly 
paths that moi-tals tread! Here, on either hand, 
awake new and multiplied causes of accnmulating 
gloom. Does hope of peaceful and happy days in 
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the outer world flicker lite the dying taper ? In this 
abode are ceaseless, nnsatisfled, and nnholy inclina- 

tiODS. 

" Here also sense is infinitely more acute. What 
with mortalp would produce only a pang, enters into 
the very elements of our existence, and the pain be- 
comes a part of us. And as immortality is the 
intellectual sensation of man unincumbered with 
physical sense, and vastly superior in its ability 
to endure to mortality, in like proportion is the 
consciousness and capability of suffering here, 
superior to human suffering. 

" Marietta, 1 feel 'tis vain to attempt the expres- 
sion of our deplorable state. I often inquire, is 
there no hope ? And my sense replies, How can 
harmony exist in the very midst of discord ? Wo 
were advised of the consequences of our course while 
Id the body,; but we loved our ways better than 
those whicli exalted the soul. We have fallen into 
this feariul abode. We have originated our sorrow. 
God is just. He is good. We know that 'tis not 
from a vindictive law of our Creator that we suffer. 
Marietta, it is our condition from which we receive 
the misery wo endure. The violation of tbe naoral 
law, by which our moral natures should have been 
preserved in harmony and health, is the prime cause 
of oar state. sin ! thou parent of countless woes 1 
thou insidioxts enemy of peace and heaven 1 why do 
mortals love thy ways ?" 

Here she paused and fixed her eyes, wild with 
despair, upon mo, I shrank from the dreadful 
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glare, for her appearance manifested inexpresBible 
torture. 

"WMle she was addr^eing me, a mnltitude of the 
forlorn beings were moving around her, etriving to 
suppress their true feelings, while listening to her 
relation of the reality of their sufferings. Their ap 
1, her address and the scene which was before 

1, filled me with horror ; and I songht to escape- 
Upon discovering this, her grief appeared to deep- 
en, and she hastily said : 

"No, Marietta, leave me not, can you not endure 
for a short period tlie sight and relation of what I 
am continually suffering? Tarry with me, for I 
desire to speak of many things. 

"Do you startle at these scenes? Know then that 
all that moves around you is hut the outer degree of 
deeper woe. Marietta, no good and happy beings 
abide with us. AU within is dark. We sometimea 
dare to hope for redemption, still remembering the 
etory of Redeeming Love, and inquire. Can that 
love penetrate thia abode of gloom and death! May 
■we ever hope to be made free from those desires and 
inclinations which bind us like chains, and passions 
which bum like consuming fires in the unhallowed 
elements of this world of wretchedness?" 

Overcome by her deep feelings, she yielded to the 
manifestation of grief, and I heard her speak no 
more ; whereupon another spirit drew near, and ad- 
y me, said : 

" Go, leave ue to our lot. Tour presence gives ua 
pain, since it revives the more active memory of lost 
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opportunifciea ; the indulgence of propensities that 
folded around the soul the elements of evil magnet- 
ism, and pervaded the spirit with its dea,dly miasm." 

Here the spirit paused a moment, then continued, 
" No, tarry ; prompted by a cause I Imow not, I am 
desirous to reveal what we have learned while here, 
rel itive to the power and influence ot evil and its 
magULtism upon the spint of man, which, though 
■while m*m inhabits the tenement of clay is ex- 
ceedingly eubtde. when the spint leaves the outer 
woild and enteis the interior world, foima the ex 
temal sphere of his existence. Here it is the more 
external. In the world whence we came, it i3 the 
invisible and interior ; but now it is oar outward 
dwelling. It arises from the deep. It unfolds from 
the soul. It encompasses all, pervades all, controls 
and inspires all. Mortals are opposed to this truth, 
and from the love and goodness of God, they reason 
that there can not be suSering in the spirit of man. 
This reasoning charges evil upon God, since evil 
and suffering exist with tlie family of man in the 
outer world and with us prevail. The cause of this 
is obvious, and yet men seek to reject the principle. 

" When the harmony and movement of law is dis- 
turbed or prevented, evil consequences ensue. Man, 
by counteracting the movement of law in himself, 
produces a contrary effect from what is indicated, 
and therefore, that which was ordained tmto life — 
that which should liave perfected him — by impro- 
per tendencies, is operative unto death ; sin there- 
fore, or the violation of law, unfits the being for 



Hcssdb, Google 



eOENEa BEYOND THE GKAVE, 81 

proper development, and hence, the Tiolator being 
removed from harmony, dies unto (ceases to exist 
in) the law of peace and holy development. 

" This great and irrevocable tmth is manifest in 
eroiy degree of physical and moral movement, 
where law meets with obstruction ; and we have its 
fruits with us in abundant and fearful harvest. 

"Why will not mortals reason and discover the 
results of action, and by preventing the gi'owth of 
evil and by cleaving unto God, through heaven ap- 
pointed means, ^cape these fearful consequences ? 
Marietta, you are not one of us, else these elements 
■would have enveloped your being and absorbed 
your life. But .you wiU return to realms of 
peace. Madness and delirium arise and rage vnth- 
in us upon being cited to scenes where love, pure 
love, and peace abide. You are thus addressed 
because of your return to earth. Tell the inhabi- 
tants thereof what you have seen, and warn them of 
the danger awaiting those who persist in the gi'atifi- 
cation of impure desires." 

One hideous expression closed the scene; and 
being overcome — for I knew what I had witnessed 
was real— I was immediately removed. Those 
spirits I had known on Eaith, and when I saw them 
there I knew them still. Oh, how changed ! They 
were &e very embodiment of sorrow and remorse. 
How ardently I desired that they might escape and 
become pure, and receive an inheritance with thtsa 
blessed spirits 1 visited in the Paradise of Peace. 
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ADDKEaS OF THE FALSE P H IL O S O P H BB. 

DuKiNG these reflections I uncoascioaaly paeeed 
away from that sphere of gloom to a r^on 
■where I could perceive nothing but lonely space. 
No sun or stars were visible to my sight. Darkness 
more dense, closed around me, and I felt that n^r 
doom was sealed, and that I should soon become the 
companion of spirits in those fant^tic realms. And 
when I began to agonize beneath the idea of depart- 
ing hope, I heard a voice as from the distance, in 
tones soft and melodious, say, " Look unto Jesus : 
He is the life of the soul." In a moment an inward 
feeling arose in rebellion to the idea of adoring that 
Jesus who was crucified ; when suddenly all that 
seemed to sustain mo departed, and again I descend- 
ed as from an immeasurable height, into an abyss 
inhabited by beings, whose condition I did not at 
first discover, but who were finally revealed as more 
desperate than those irora whom I had just escaped. 
They gathered around me and commended me for 
the doubt I had entertained concerning the Divinity 
of the Son of God, Then a spirit of giant intellect, 
approaching me, said : 

92 
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" Eeligion, the Koligion of the Bible, so much re 
vered by many who live in darkness and are unde- 
veloped, IB but a spiritual farce. The God of the 
Bible whom Christians call the Savior of the World, 
was but a man, Eeligious faith circumscribes the 
range of human thought, fetters the noble intellect, 
and prevents the progression of the race. Those 
thou hast just visited, are a daes of spirits who, 
blinded by the delusive dreams of Earth's reli- 
gionists, have enteceii the spirit world unpro- 
greseed ; hence they still cling to the idea of Re- 
demption through Christ. They appear to suffer ; 
their suffering is but imaginary. Light wiU ere 
long reach them. Then will they be enabled to 
discover the foUy of their religious education, to 
which, though discarded by their better being, 
they cleave with insatiable desires. We are free. 
Our intellect ranges unrestrained, and we behold the 
ma^ificence and the glory of the peopled universe. 
We enjoy the rich productions of the sublime attri- 
butes of mind, and thus — and not by the Eeligion 
of the Cross — we arise into the more exalted spheres 
of intellectual attainments, and the moving grandeur 
of terrestrial things. 

" Marietta, for so thou art called, we saw thee 
when darkness overshadowed thee, and well did we 
understand that for a moment, from the force of edu- 
cation, thou wouldst have offered prayer for salva- 
tion ia the name of Jesus. We heard that voice 
that spake trom above thee, saying, ' Look to 
Jeeufl ;' still that did not save thee. Learn, then, 
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that from the native unfolding of thy being cometh 
salvation. 

'MVhat dost thon see, Maiietta? Abandon thy 
thoughts of the empty Eeligion of the Bible, and be- 
hold tho wondei-s of this sphere of existence. This 
is the Second Sphere. Around thee gather minds 
from the varied spheres of Earth, minds whose 
strength of intellect could not yield to the force of an 
imaginary rehgion. They were not awed into re- 
vei'ence by the priestly garb, nor sang the idle notea 
of psalmody, the heartlees ' music ' of the church. 

" These sing of nature, of which tliey are a noble 
part ; and thus united, ascend tlie octave of mental 
progi-essive harmony." 

Here the spirit addressing me became greatly 
annoyed; and tlie nebulous appearance which en- 
compassed him was agitated under the influence ol 
successive shocks, which caused his very being to 
convulse and writhe beneath its influence. I could 
not perceive whence they came, and was greatly 
terrified, as I saw the whole scene changed at every 
successive touch, whieh was attended with flashea 
like broad sheets of lurid light, playing upon the 
cloud-ljke form which enveloped him. 

I could also perceive that ho was intensely atnig 
gling to overcome some power which was about to 
control Mm. Every energy was exerted to its high- 
^t capacity, to roU back the tide that was overwhelm- 
ing him. Suddenly he groaned, as in the bittemesa 
of one sinking to irremediable despair, and then 
yielded to the intrusive influence, when, lo ! a VMt 
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arena opened to my view, in which I saw at one 
gknce every imaginable species of -rice, forms and 
iashions of human society, government, claos, and 
all the varied phases and forma of worship, originat- 
ing in every kind of religion, from the heathen to 
fashionable church-going people, who heai-fiesaly 
worship under the name of the holy Eeligion of the 
CrpsB. 
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THE PANDBMONIITM — MOCK WORSHIP. 

As this scene opened, I beard a voice from fat 
above me, Baying, " Marietta, fear not ; bnt bebold 
a pandemoniam, where congregate tbe eelf-deeeiv- 
ed; hopera in false philosophy, together with the 
despisers of God ; and where also arise, in spectral 
form, the false rdigiona of Earth ; where hypocriBy 
unveils its hideous shape, and rdigious mockery- 
speaks in its own language; where are exhibited 
human wolves, who appeared in sheep's clothing, 
that they might indulge their cupidity upon the 
humble and unsuspecting. Hark ! listen to that 
wild chant which breaks from the thousands who sit 
in the galleries of song. They once sung— heartless- 
ly sung — hymns dedicated to the worship of the 
living God. Listen to the hoarse voice of the heavy 
organ before which they are congregated. See, they 
arise ; observe their manner, and seek to nnderstand 
what they utter." 

As I approach the description of this scene, I 
moBt sensibly feel my incompetency. The reality 
none can ever know, save those who personally be- 
hold it, I am only able to say, that every evil device 
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which prevails with man, appeai-ed organized and 
moying in a perfect scene, and each spirit was an 
actor performing the part cnltivatod by him wliile in 
the body. I knew that if they expected bliss, all 
was unrea,l ; and yet all struggled to obtain enjoy- 
ment, which, however, from its dreadfiil fantasy, 
recoiled upon the suffering soul with inexpressible 
horror. 

As I looked upon them, the occupants of the broad 
galleries arose ; and as they sung, the hoarse voice 
of the spectral organ jarred, as note after note ol 
their attempted music fell &om lips whose very 
aceente mocked the effort. My soul pitied them, as 
I saw them sink back in utter despair ; and yet I 
thought I could perceive design in their movements. 
Below them were seated a festidious audience, before 
whom was standing, in a pulpit of Gothic architec- 
ture, one dad in priestly garb — one who had dis- 
honored the cause of the Kedeemer by hypocrisy and 
the love of vain glory — ^who had made the cause of 
the holy ministry a by -word, by a soulless professioa 
of love for the gifts of grace. This representation of 
specuJatore in religious things, moved in the mock 
dignity of his clerical profession. Before him 
lay an open volume, from which he attempted 
to read , but every effort was baffled. His voice 
was shrill and piercing, and his accents inarticulate. 
Hia features became distorted, and he writhed and 
agonized. He then attempted to read again, which 
resulted as did the first, increasing his sufferinga, 
until be buret forth in the most vehement e 
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carsing his own being, and all around Mm, and then 
blasphemouBly addressing himself to the Author of 
Existence, charged God with all wrong, the source of 
everj' sorrow, and eren desired to gather together 
the strength of all created intellect with which to 
curse the Creator of the Universe, His oaths, hia 
manner, and his insatiable paesion, caused him to 
appear so desperate, that I fdt impressed with fear 
that he had power to accomphsh great dostruction io 
whatever direction be moved. 

Soon, howeva', my anxiety was reKeved by the 
enddeo exhaustion of his entire force, and I saw 
that he too, was limited in power, and was, more- 
over, to a very great extent, under the will of hia 
audience. 

One glance at the throng before him, was suf- 
ficient to reveal the cause of ranch of hie sufferiug. 
There, were seated those whose countenances be- 
spoke interior hate, mingling with wild maniacal 
relish ; those who mocked hia futile effort and 
indul^d in fiendish delight at the expense of hia 
dreadftil suffering. Tea, they relished his mani- 
festation of keen despair as the uneasy wound 
relishes that friction which affords present madden- 
ing pleasure, but terminate in more excited pain. 
As he sank back, the expression of hia countenance 
was that of horror beyond description. His being 
assumed every imaginable distortion. Around hini 
ilashed lurid fires, and his entire outward expres- 
sion, revealed an inward consciousness as reatlesB 
as some bumiug crater. His whole appearance 
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bespoke agonies equal to the worst conceptions 
of the relentless sinner's hell, and reminded me 
of the language of Jesua, who said, "And they 
shall go into outer darkness, where there shall be 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth ; where 
the worm dieth not and the tire is not quenched." 
"Wliile he lay enveloped in the fires of his own 
unhallowed passions, one of his audience arose 
and thus addressed him: 

" Thou fiend of darkness ! thou child of hy- 
pocrisy t deceiver, matchloas deceiver ! tliine is 
the hell of a heartless religious teacher. Adequate 
sufferings thou canst never endure. Thou madest 
merchandise of religion and the souls of men. Tea, 
because of this, thou didst dwell in temples of 
human glory, receiving the adoration of men ; then 
thou didst wrap thyself in the garments of ease 
at the expense of souls ; thou didst not seek to 
reach the ruined heart with the soul-redeeming 
Truth of Heaven, but to please the ear and charm 
the fancy. Now thou art tormented. Arise ! thou 
felse teacher, arise ! and in thy silken gown display 
the order of thy false apostleship. Speak to us 
smooth things. Direct the movement of this broad 
gallery of mimic song. Hold thy blasphemy ! 
vent not thy cursings, for lo! thy Maker is just; 
■wish not to move him from his tlirone. His august 
majesty thou didst mock. Through thee, his glory 
should have shown, and by that li^ht thousands 
should have been leil to seek his face." 
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At this sharp rebiike the sufl'erer eonght to 
escape, whereupon the speaker continaed, 

" Nay, thou hypocrite 1 even though thou wouldst 
thou canst not flee. Oaat thy vision over this vast 
throng of sufferers, then ask thyself the cause. 
Though these have sinned, and each to his Master 
standeth or falleth, canst thou behold them in peace 
and a sense of innocence? Didst thou strive to 
le^d them op to God? Tea, rather thy learned 
essays and elaborate expositions of the Sacred Word, 
adorned with poetic genius, addressed with moat 
eloiiaent display, did they not luU in deeper slum- 
ber the dormant spirit, whUe wreathing thy mortal 
brow with human laurels ?" 

Here the spirit addressed cried out, " llold ! hold I 
spare me 1 I suffer the tortures of unabating re- 
morse ! Dread Ketribution ! stay 1 oh, stay ! nor cut 
thy victim down. 1 own my sufferings just. In 
life I sought the means of human pleasure. I trifled 
with the souls of men, and heartlesaly wrote of eter- 
nal things. 1 formed my prayers for human hear- 
ing, and interpreted the Sacred Text to gratify the 
capricious, the selfish, the vaunter in holy things, 
the nsm^er of human rights, the oppressor. Horror, 
the horrors of immortal night and keen remorse 
take hold of my spirit. I hear the voice of lamen- 
tation. I see the madness of disappointed spirits. 
These haunt me. If I seek to fly, before me congre- 
gate like ghosts the multitudo of ills hanging upon 
the soul that here fini^ no rest. These, my par-- 
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risioners, drive me mad with their bitter imprecationa. 
Secret Bins, like demons commissioned to inflict on 
me immortal pain, arise from the vault of memory. 
Spare me a deeper heil !" During these ejaculations 
the whole aadience arose and mocked his agony. 
At the close, the spirit addressing him resumed his 
animadversion, saying: 

" Well didst thou know our delight was to please 
thee ; and when we indulged in the gratification, of 
desires Tinhallowed, and leading in the ways of 
death, no reproof was administered by thee, our 
religious teacher. The Bible— H>h ! that sacred Book, 
giit of God to guide the wanderer to bright mansions 
in heaven — was made, by the ialse interpretations of 
the pleasure-loving and heartless divine, the pass- 
port to this scene of woe, where sins ripen into 
living forma, where fashions, with their gaudy 
folds, enwrap the spirit aa with innumerable sheets 
of nnextinguishable fire, and where Mammon, like 
Idess, sits in the clouds of death, -which 



"The law of being, inverted, culminates in the 
fimtasy in which thou art moving. This thou hast 
done, urged on by the love of glory, the glory of 
the hypocrite, whose form of religion is like a 
whited sepulchre , to the outward view fair as the 
spotless Church, which reflects the glory of the 
Spiritual Jerusalem from bright worlds on high. 
But thy heart was the seat of pride and lust, a 
cage of fonl birds, a don of reptile thougiits. Yes, a 
sepulchre fidl of dead men's bones, the anatomic 
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fragments of departed, heartless divines, the legacy 
of religious bigots. 

"Cui'se not thy Maker. Thie is thy harvest. 
Listen to that scripture so often carelessly felling 
from thy lips. ' He that eoweth to the flesh shall of 
the flesSi reap corruption.' ' The wages of ein is 
death,' How those passages of Holy Writ ring 
through the brassy chambei-s of souls congregated in 
the realms of night. , Yes, they ring as from spirit 
to spirit they move, touching each immortal sensa- 
tion drawn to its highest tension by the horror of the 
doom and the phantom scenes that arise hke ghosts 
from beneath these spheres of death. 

"No, false teacher, let Gkid be true ; for sin hath 
formed na thus. We suffer the consec[uences of vio- 
lated law, the law of our being." 

As he spoke these words , a fearftil trembling seized 
his form. He became more and more agitated, nntU 
he, with the great congregation, quaked and fell 
like dead men ; and losing identity, presented one 
vast body of agitated life. Above this body arose a 
thick atmosphere of moving atoms, so dense, that it 
appeared hke a part of the mass below. 

The sight was too mucli ; and being unable to 
endure fm1;her these scenes of woe, I shrank back 
and exclaimed, " Is there not a God of mercy, and 
can he behold and not save ?" 

"Yes," spake a voice from above me, " yes there 
is a God of mercy, and that God beholds with pity- 
ing eyes the sinner. Mercy jeams over him. Yea, 
hast thou not read ' God so loved the world, that he 
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gave his only-tegotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
(Ml him should not perish, but have eternal ^ife f 
Bat though saJvatioE is offered to the world, and 
Heaven's messengers plead with the sinner, millions 
refuee, and miUions more who profess, speculate 
apon the ^-eat truth connected with man's redemp- 
tion. Sin indulged, forms the sinner for woe ; 
and there are many who will not forsake their evil 
ways nntil Mien into the most wretched state, the 
consequence of the violation of the law of purity and 
love. 

" Fear not, Marietta, before thee has been por- 
trayed a portion of the consequences of sin upon tha 
spirit of man. Spiritual sufferings arc beyond any 
power of expression ; nor may they bo perfectly 
mirrored upon the understanding by figures of repre- 
sentations. He who first addressed thee, represents 
that spirit of antichrist which seeks to dazzle spirit- 
ual perception by bright pictures of ialse reasoning, 
behind all of which Hes the scene of discord, impro- 
per affections, impure desires, love of self, Mse 
hearts, cruelty, lust, rapine, and murder ; the denial 
of God in his redeeming mercy, sacrilege and blas- 
phemy. He strove to direct thy attention to an 
opposite scene, and thereby conceal the state of 
those whose hearts are not controlled by the love of 
God. 

" His power failing, repreeents the utter inutility 
of all things out of Clirist, to save the soul 
from the influences tending to death which, through 
sin, infect the unregenerate heart. 
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" Then opened a scene in which was likewise por- 
trayed all forms of vice ; but too heavily would that 
■view have borne upon thee, had it been displayed 
in its fulness, hence immediately appeared the gallery 
of choralists. These represent the world making 
melody to tlio gods of their worship, of whatever 
name or character they chanced to be. In their 
hearts was no fear or love for the Supreme Being, 
whom they mocked with lip service. In the 
desk was represented a false teacher, and the 
awfid eonsequeuces of hypocrisy in religion. He 
was Mse, and therefore fallen into this pit of woe. 
Before him were those who represent the worship- 
ers in tlie name of the Cross, but who have not the 
fear of God before their eyes. They appeared unto 
men to worship, but their hearte were far from God. 
They sought to please themsdvea in their devotions, 
while they chose a teaches- who in turn sought to 
glorify himself with men by gratifying the caprice of 
his andienee. 

" He strove to address them in representation 
of the great trath, that the mind works out in the 
spirit, the cultivation and impression received in 
the outer world. His ineffectual effort represents 
the inability of any being to derive real satisfection, 
or to be useM to those around him by false me- 
thods. 

" The spirit addressing him, represents the spiiit 
of those who, in any sphere of existence, had 
tmstod to false teachers, and had little concern 
for their spiritual intereete. And thus the discor- 
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dance of banga not properly united is made to 
appear. Thej charge their sins npon ea«h other. 
The spirit's referisnce to the justice of their con- 
dition as a natural consequence following the 
violation of law, represents the consciousness of 
guilt and the goodness of God, conceived by all 
who awake from their idle dreamiTigs to a proper 
sense of the the requisition of God's holy law npon 
them, 

' ' The dreadM writhing of the spirit addreeBod 
under the dark picture of his past deeds, represents 
that those who, in eiitemal life follow their carnal 
desires, when they meet in spirit reflect great truths 
upon each othei', by the thoughts and movements 
of their being. Their final fall and blending into 
one, illusti-ates the inseparable natnro and tendency 
of sin ; also, that the law of sympathy or magnetic 
affinity, existe even with the disembodied spirits 
of men ; and that, by that law, Uko character 
of mind and aflections, are attracted to each 
other, and that by accumulation, prevailing ele- 
ments increase in power and momentum, and 
thus each receives from and infiicts sorrow upon the 
other. 

" The moving cloud above them also iUustratea 
the atmosphere of thought which fills the great arena 
of spiritual discord. 

" Finally, Marietta, the scene of the bishop and 
his congregation, together with the false teach- 
ers of the schools of vain philosophy, illus- 
trates that portion of the sacred text which saith. 
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' If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall to- 
gether.' 

"Marietta, thy epirit cannot endure more; bnt 
let this lesson impresa thee with the great truth, that 
'the wages of sin is death.' 
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CHAPTEEXVin. 



AKIBE8 TO A SPHEKE OF 
HARMONY. 



As the voice addressing me ceased, 1 heard an 
angel as from some choral band, 6ay, " Marietta, 
come up hither 1" and I arose into a cloud of light, 
which gently ascended. In its pavilion my spirit 
rested. 

The change how great, how marvelouB ! A mo- 
ment betbre I was with fear and wonder behold- 
ing au excited. Buffering thraog reveling in the 
madness of inflamed passions : pasaiona cultivated 
while in the body to excessive indulgence. There, 
they had sorrow. There, were manifested, nndis- 
guised, the effects of evil of every character, of demo- 
ralizing habits, secret purposes, and hidden inicLuity. 
There were contentions, murmurings, and dreadful 
blasphemies, wliile the actors and sufferers were 
drawn together and held by prevailing elements, 
the elements of their own perverted natures. 

And from their condition I had learned that ein 
worketh death, and happiness cometh not by diso- 
bedience, but by unsophisticate*! rehgions faith: 
faith in jeens aa the Redeemer which incites the 
107 
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true worship of God from a brokeit heart and con- 
trite spirit. Moreover, I also learned, that deceit 
was the element of darkness and the source of many 
■woes, as well as the covert for the concealment of 
the end of falsehood and the fruits of vice. And yet 
was plainly revealed the great truth that no de- 
ception however finely wrought, can shroud in the 
hour of trial ; for he who essayed to portray the 
glories of nature, and sought ty the display of the 
emblaaoaed canopy to allure the soul from the Cross, 
and profier life and peace by otlier means, failed to 
conceal the drama moving in the broad arena where 
congregate those who do not love God or regard his 
law — deepiaers of the holy religion of Jesus by 
which men are saved. 

I was reflecting upon this scene when new light 
broke in upon me. I turned to see whence it issued, 
when, lo ! above me, I saw a lovely being, clad in 
raiment bright as the sun, reposing in the glory 
surrounding her. Her countenance shone with 
lieavenly goodness. Calmly she dwelt in the midst 
of the divine effulgence. She spake, and her voice 
filled me with delight, saying, " Eest spirit, rest. 
Let no care depress thee. IKsmiss t!iy thoughts 
upon the scenes just passed. For every willing heart 
God hath in heaven a mansion prepared. And 
whoso seeks shall find the Lord a present help in 
time of need. Those thou hast seen are in the ele- 
ment they indulged while in the body. As he who 
faUs from some diz^^ height must bear the pain the 
wound imparts, even so he who lives and dies in 
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Bin, receivea the counterpart. This is the law of 
being. 

" Kest, Marietta, rest ; for lol angelic bande de- 
scend. List, Bieter. That harmony, how Bweet! 
How gently it moves along the heavenly way 1 It 
nears us. Marietta ; the volume swells upon the 
heavenly hreeze. Its notes aecent praises to our 
Ecdeemer. Heavenly anthems awake on every 
hand. Look up, Marietta ; lo 1 we are near a city 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. No evil enters 
there. Ko false spirit shall ever poUute the holy 
temples thereof. Hark, sister spirit, an angel 
guardian of the holy hills, addresseth thee." 

Then there came a voice saying, " Marietta, 
whence art thou? Hast thou left the world of 
mortal sadness t And why art thou inclined to 
Bcenes where evil passions reign ? Does thy being 
vaecillate between the spheres of good and evil ? I 
have seen tliee in the Paradise of Peace, moving 
with the blessed, where songs nnite and anthems 
are ever ascending in softest melody. I have seen 
thee floating in tlic murky air friendless and alone ; 
thence I witnessed thy sudden fall into the cloud 
that o'erhangs the arena of inharmonious, wicked 
beings ; and then I saw thee observing every move- 
ment until the sight overcame thee; and sinking 
beneath the burdened vision, I heard thee call for 
help from God or for some kind angel to befriend 
thee. Learn from this, that he whose heart is not 
established in truth, whose nature is not controlled 
by the law of holy love, is exposed to the attracting 
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iDflnence of evil ; for there is no safety for the eoul 
not born of IHTine Good. He who hath not this 
principle, is in moral condition exposed to those 
influences -which tend to outer darkness, and the 
abode of those existing in the sphere of deadly mag- 
netism. Eemember that he who would be the dis- 
ciple of Tinith and enter into rest, must deny him- 
self the gi-atification of the unholy inclinations of 
the perverted heart, which cleave to that which does 
not inspire reverence for God or a desire to be 
found doing His will ; and he must convert the 
attributes of his being to the exercise of welldoing, 
for thus and thus only can be secured through 
grace divine, everlasting good, 

" Marietta, these Bcence and the opening of thy 
spiritual perceptions are permitted for a wise pur- 
pose. The movement of human minds, unsettled 
in religious truth, thou hast repr^ented when at- 
tracted to paradise, thence to vacant regions where 
Chaos and Night rule chief monarchs ; and thence 
to scenes of wretchedness where are those whose 
characters have been formed by wrong indulged, 
and the love thereof cherished, ontd the receptive 
powers have become drunken with the excess of 
vice, and deUrious under the influence of hallucina- 
ting pleasures. And where at last the elements of 
evil operate uncontrolled, and the soul made sensible 
of the nature of Mse influence, realizes tlie tendency 
and the effects of sin. 

"Thus it is revealed, that when left to itself, 
the perverted spirit drives madly on under the ia- 
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satiable action of evil, and by asaociation devoid 
of restraint, spirits aggravate each other's woe; and 
therefore tiiose in the broad arena were mutual 



"So also in the world of mortality, sin is 
strengthened in proportion to tlie numbw of minds 
actuated by its principle. Thus one evil doer 
supports another in the ways of evil. And herein 
is seen bow one sinner destrojeth much good. Sin 
added to sin enlargeth ite capacity, and increaseth 
its movement, until families, tribes and nations 
arm theraeelves to do battle in its behalf. O, that 
mortals but knew the power of evil influence 1 Then 
prompted by tho law of heavenly love, the Spirit 
of Grace, they would unite to prevent its -work- 
ings in the carnal heart. Marietta, woe may 
well be written upon the dome encompassing the 
race of man, for by their indulgence in sin they 
embitter their mortal existence, and too often enter 
the world of spirits preponderating to evil, and 
thence become united to those existing where like 
elements prevail. But the grace of God if admitted 
into the understanding and affections, changes the 
character and inchnations; since Divine Life des- 
cending into the soul, causes the affections thereof 
to incline to its source. And such when they enter 
here, by the law of holy attraction, mingle in life's 
sustaining sphere, and from God receive the in- 
spiration of holiness, the ever increasing spirit 
of divine attainments." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

CENTKE DOME OP IHFAHT PARADISE. 

" Maeietta, this ia the city where thou haet 
beheld the infant nuraeriee, to which, fixim scenes 
of Borrow and death tliou art permitted to return. 
From this position above the centre dome of the 
infant nursery, tliou canet behold the order and nao 
of this temple of education. Here are congregated 
the schools of Infant Paradise, and here they are 
instructed in the higher degrees of useful em- 
ployment." 

As the spirit closed, suddenly the great dome 
below us opened, and presented at one single view 
its glory and magnificence. In it I saw united 
all the grandeur, variety and order of the entire 
paradise. Again, I saw in the centre, the Cross. 
Around it were twelve spirits, in each of whose 
hands was a lesser cross and a harp. Upon their 
heads were crowns bright with gems. Below these 
and filling the broad arena encircled with magni- 
ficent galleries, were convened the members of 
schools from the different temples and warda 
throughout the city. Over each was a presiding 
spirit whose movements were closely observed by 
112 
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those below them. Aa I looked I beheld unnimi- 
bered bands of in&nte, whose shimag robea pre- 
sented every imaginable hue. In tho hand of eaeli 
was a rose, in whose folds was combined every 
variety of flower that blooms upon the plains. Up- 
on each rose rested a small white dove, and across 
the wings was written, "Holiness to the Lord." 
Before ea«h infant was an open scroll, upon which 
appeared to be written, in eharactera I could in 
no wise understand, that which was their first lesson 
here. All having their posititm, were motionless 
as they poised composedly in the light near theii 
protecting spirits. Each infant appearcil to expect 
directions from the twelve spirits who were around 
the Cross, upon whom they now fixed tfieir atten- 
tion. O, how blissful the silence tJiat prevailed 
and which revealed the perfect order and Divine 
harmony of the plaee. 
8 
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CHAPTER XX. 

marietta's UNFITNE99 KEVEALED BY 
CONTKAST, 

" Listen, Marietta," said the angel ; and with her 
right hand she pressed my temples, and lo 1 from 
that deep silence came forth music like the angelic 
breath, of the most inward and hallowed life of the 
spirit. I conld scarcely hear it ; still in softest 
melody it moved over the octavian organism of my 
inward being. Until then I had not known that 
within me were elements which could ha awakened 
to such symphony ; or if tuned, could vibrate to the 
touch of sacli sacred and interior melody. For 
sm-ely it appeared like the spirit of interior song. 
As the iiot«s of that spirit of music arose, I thought 
a new nature was given me to enable me to realize 
harmony so perfect ; and I seemed to blend with it, 
until my own volition sought to unite, and then — 
oh ! then — ^I felt the effects of a soul unstrung. 
Note after note from the invisible source approached 
this inward life of mine, but no more moved in 
unison with the music chords of my being; since 
in striving to blend in the movement they produced 
114 
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discord, and tiie several cadences were by it repelled 
and broken like the fall of smooth waters upon some 
roclcy and uneven surface. The muaic became 
harsh to me, in that I knew my unlikeness to its 
nature. Then I snflcred. Oh I the agony of that 
moment. The contrast was dreadful. Every part 
of my being was out of order. The waves of har- 
mony that moved softly and gently throughout the 
dome, fell like distuibcd waters .into my unfitted 
and discordant heart. I fain would have escaped, 
for any other condition would be preferable by far. 
I thought even the arena of mimic worship would 
better comport with my nature, and there I could 
more easily harmonize with the prevailing law. 
But I could not escape. I was a perfect ■ftTeck ; 
and each moment rendered my condition more 
awfnl, until an hour would appear an age. At 
length I cried in the bitterness of my soul, " Away ; 
oh t let me fly from this scene. Other music has 
filled me with delight—other melody rendered me 
happy. To it I listened ; and while I heard I drank 
in the spirit of the sacred song. But now, by some 
unknown law, I am prompted to attempt union with 
this harmonious sweetness, and lol I am in my 
unhallowed nature discovered. All are witnesses oi 
my discordance; and to myself I now appear unfit 
for angelic association, and lost beyond redemption. 
My spirit ia wounded, broken, fallen ; no part thereof 
is adapted to its fellow. Oh t let me fly away where 
darkness, with her sable pall, may hide me for ever 
from myself. Angel, vdl, oh ! veil this light that 
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discovers my defonnity, and save me from the tor- 
ments of this angelic harmony. Oh! is there a 
deeper hell t Should demons mock around the loat 
spirit, there would be nothing to awaken this new 
life, or by calling into action the unstrung spiritual 
being, crush it with a sense of its unfitness ; and no 
other power but this interior harmony can touch the 
spirit's most conscious element, and breaJi up the 
hidden fountains of the unstrung and unsanctified 
soul." 

Thus I plead to be released by some method, from 
the light, the harmony, and the blies that filled to 
the utmost capacity of enjoyment, the great congre- 
gation. My suffering was beyond expression, and 
yet at the time I did not consider the cause any 
farther than the fact that my soul was unstrung. I 
realized my entire unfitness for the employment, the 
society, and the happiness of the members of that 
paradise. On former occasions I had desired to be 
admitted with them, and to ever abide in that holy 
sanctuary, but had not properly considered what 
qualifications were wanting in me, in order that I 
could join them in their holy anthems. True, I had 
witnessed the deformity of the infant spirit, and had 
with wonder beheld the operations of Grace in its 
restoration ; but never had I understandingly ap- 
plied this knowledge to myself. 

When I felt drawn by the sphere of darkness, and 
saw the very cloud of death part to receive me, I 
looked up to the pai-adisical heaven with a suppliant 
desire to enter there and be eaved. But little did I 
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know that even then, were 1 permitted to enter aa a 
member into the spirit thereof, that I shonld Bufier 
excess of agony from the effects of the love and har- 
mony of heaven upon me, bo that my condition 
would involve me in perplexity and misery equal to 
the deepest hell. In this manner my mind quietly 
surveyed the entire scene, while pleading for relief, 
and I was enabled to fully realize my condition, 
and felt assured that aU was lost, and that I was 
doomed to woe. 

At length an angel said, "Marietta, thon art not 
lost. True, thy deformity is exposed ; and thou art 
suffering Ly reason of the awakening of thy spirit 
so as to discern the true state of a discordant soul, 
and by contrast with goodness thou art brought to 
a sense of want. In this, perhaps thon wilt be 
the better prepared to realize the goodness of God in 
the provisions made for i-edemption thi-ougb the Lord 
Jesus, whom aU the heavens adore, 

" Wten thou wast previously admitted into the 
society of the sanctified, thy discordant condition 
was mostly holden from thy sight, and thou wast, aa 
a guest, permitted to receive the influence as an 
outer sacredneas which, like holy dew, feU upon 
thee and watered thy thirsty spirit. But so perfect 
JB the breath of holiness hero that when it touched 
thy inner life, all thy latent unfitnees appeared in 
contrast ; hence thy suffering. In tliis also thou art 
in a measure enabled to discover the wisdom of a 
benevolent Creator in the bestowment of that Provi- 
dence which causes spirits of like nature and tenden- 
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ciee, whose habits are estahliehed, to incline to lite 
conditiona and abodes, so that opposite elements of 
absolute good and evil, being separate, shall not 
enhance the misery or annoy the bliss of any class. 
And thus is revealed why no unclean thing can ever 
enter the Holy City, John, the Hevelator, saw. For 
into tills sacred Temple, no unholy disembodied 
spirit could enter. Nor can any law of existence 
receive the gross, unsanctifled soul within that city 
of interior life whence originated the soil and spirit 
stirring melody which so much affected thee, nor 
could the inhabitants of this blessed abode dwell 
with spirits unreconciled to God in the spheres of 
darkness. Marietta, behold the goodness of God 
in the law of being. How palpable would appear 
the injustice of a Kighteous Creator, should he doom 
to the palea of night, or permit any law to operate so 
that one of these httle ones should perish by being 
attracted into the deadly magnetism of the abode of 
guilt, the regions of woe. Their tender and poi-e 
natures would writhe beneath the touch of the in- 
flamed passions of those who are abandoned to the 
madness of insatiable desires. In very deed might 
God be considered unjust should Ms law thus expose 
the innocent. Likewise, there would be a manifest 
want of mercy in then- disposition, should any un- 
sanctified and discordant spirit be impelled, while in 
that state, into the element of harmony and holi- 
ness, since their sufferings must increase in propor- 
tion to the degree of light and Supreme Good that 
pervades the abode of the pure. 
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"Herein ia displayed the wisdom and goodn^s 
of God. No ataolutely diBcordant element in the 
world of spirits mingles with the pm^ and harmo- 
nious. And tliiis is MfiUed the Sacred Text which 
saith, when speaking of these ponditione ; 'He that 
is filthj let him be fQthy still : he that is righteons 
let him be righteous still: he that is holy let him 
be holy still:' that is, let there be a separation be- 
tween the qualities of good and evil with the dis- 
embodied, and hence let those who are holy enjoy 
tiiat without the warring of evil elements, and let 
the imholy blend by the law of their afSnities, 
For in the natiu^ of their existence, ia contrast with 
that of the nnrighteous, it is justly written that 
there is an impassable gulf fixed, since these ex- 
tremes can in no wise blend. Hence it is again 
written, Whoso is born of God is bom of love, 
and love has no likeness to hatred. Whoso is 
under the dominion of evd doth not love God.' 
If mortals did but realize this law they would strive 
against evil and cultivate righteousness in them- 
sdyes, and thus through grace, be prepared for 
the spiritual inheritance of the just. But, Marietta, 
this lesson thou canst not now fully learn nor com- 
prehend. What thou hast witnessal and what 
angels have taught thee, consider, when these scenes 
are past, and make thou a wise improvement there- 
of, least a greater evil, than to realize an entire 
nnfitnees for an everlasting inheritance with the 
Sanctified, befall thee, 

"And when thon art restored to external sense 
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and action, look unto Jeeus, who iJone can pre 
pare thee to return and enjoy the rapture, and en- 
gage with the warahipers in this abode of the 
blessed. Here thou hast learned tiiat the nnre- 
generate cannot become the companions of these 
spirits. Weep not, Marietta," said the angd, aa 
I began to yield to grief, "weep not, for a ransom 
is prepared; in a healing fountain thou mayst 
wash, by which all the impurity of thy being may 
be removed. In this rejoice greatly, since through 
great mercy, Eedemption is offered, and those -who 
could not otherwise attain to perfect joy, are ex- 
alted from prison vaults to mansions in our Father's 
Kingdom. For this grace the saints in heaven 
praise God, nor cease day or night to utter hymns 
of thanksgiving to TTim who is their Redeemer." 

Thus saying, the angel touched my forehead, 
and a stream of light entered my being, and I arose. 
" Now," said the angel, " thou mayst Usten to the 
soft notes of the song sung by the infents, who 
are just admitted from the different temples of learn- 
ing into this great centre dome of the infant para- 
dise of instruction." 
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BONG OF INPAHTS BBPOEE THEIE CHIEF 
OUAKDIAS. 

With Bweetneaa the mnaic of the infant choralists 
arose from their pure hearts, filling the expanse 
and swelling into gentle wayes, which harmoniously 
moved along the atmosphere above. But grandeur 
was added to the scene as I beheld them formed 
into bands, and uniting class with class, made 
one throughout — each daes being composed of 
equal numbers, each spirit glowing with the holy 
firo of the eacred hymn. 

Moving from band to band was a female spirit, 
clothed in raiment pure and white. Upon her 
head was a crown set with gems, which shone 
with the brightness of the sun. la her left hand 
Bhe held an open volume, in her right, a sceptre. 
She appeared to observe every infant, and to 
clearly distinguish every voice, so as to know the 
relation of their different qualities to each other, 
and thence to all. Likewise, her every movement 
■was noticed by the infants who sought to imitate 
her even as pupils do their instructors in schoola 
with men. 
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The parts of music peiforraal were manifold, yet 
in harmony ; and tlie melody was the beauly of 
perfection. As they sung, their spirit fingers moved 
over their soft and mellow-toned harps, while all 
were increasingly inspired with confidence which, 
adding to the melody, appeared to blend them into 
one great Boul, whose breath was the spirit and 
harmony of celestial love. 
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THE rOELOKN AHD DOOMED BBIHG. 

Here another scene, varying in many parts, was 
presented to the infarit9 who were congregated in 
the centre dome for that purpose, preparatory to 
their advance to the superior plain, wboi'c thej were 
to eonimenee a life of heavenly use, unfolding and 
never-ceasing attainments. 

In order that you may better understand what 1 
relate, and the object of the varied representations 
before the infants, it is necessary to add, that one 
mode of instruction in the spirit world is to reveal, 
by figures and scenes, the principles involved in the 
several lessons. 

There is a law by which every principle, scene, 
tragedy, person, creature, color, or substance in any 
sphere necessary to be revealed, can be reflected as 
from a mirror in reflex galleries ; from planetariums, 
upon which the likeness of every substance, form, or 
color in a system, is dagaerreotyped ; or they can be 
represented by panoramic and continuous, revolving 
views : and also by personages performing the 
123 
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Beveral parts, and thus representing the variona 
principles and actors in any scene. 



artistic wisdom , in moral or spiritual laws , or the 
plan, structure, and movement of tbe intellectual, 
spiritual, moral, and physical miiverse, are enabled 
to receive the impression intended, so as to discern 
the character of all and every idea, substance, thing, 
organism, or entity conveyed. And so perfect 
are the repreeentatione, that whde beholding them 
the mind conceives the reality, ineomnch that what- 
ever is reflected becomes a part of the understanding. 
To fully state the principles involved, and to delin- 
eate the varied scenes and figures employed even in 
that primary school, is beyond my comprehension or 
capacity of narration ; and it would require volumes 
to contain their statements were they written. I 
must therefore condense the relation to a summary 
view, and you must be contented with the brief 
account I give. 

As the new scene opened, the light and glory that 
illumined the dome gradually withdrew, until a 
twilight like that which follows the setting sun in 
an autumnal evening, alone reheved and marked 
the outlines of the great city. 

All was silence, and every being motionless, and 
nought relieved the stillness of the moment save the 
sweet whispering of a soft and gentle breeze, which, 
like some celestial zephyr, glided over and through 
the vast plain. 
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Aft«r this great change in the appearance of all 
around, and a brief pause, there appeared in view a 
portion of earth reeembling a moon-light landscape, 
in which was represented, as if in some hack ground, 
and beneath overhanging clouds burdened ^ith 
gloom, a subterraneouB aperture where lay a human 
being wounded in many pai-ts, and apparently ex- 
piring. Upon this object, who was struggling as if 
seeking relief from his 8\iffering, every spirit fixed 
its ardent attention. 

His efforts wero iitM and convulsive, but in no 
wise adapted to his necessities, and his inability to 
extricate himself was clearly manifest from his 
demeanor. He strove to heal his wounds by admin- 
istering what he thought to be antidotes ; but which, 
when tested, proved inadequate, and, by contrary 
effects, enhanced his suffering, and if possible, added 
to his peril. He used vanona instruments by which 
he hoped to discern the pathway leading from his 
gloomy abode, and to build a passage across the 
abyss which encircled him. But all failed, and he 
fell back in utter despair. Then he sought to be 
reconciled to his fate. 

While he lay languishing and helpless, I saw a 
group, composed of an elderly female, youths, 
and children, gather around him. They appeared 
to grieve on his account, and endeavored to aSbrd 
him some relief. They tried to bind up his wounds, 
to raiae his drooping head, and to revive vitality 
throughout ; but all to no purpose. He still groaned 
and languished. I now saw ttmt he lay more directly 
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npon the brink of the ahyas, and that he drew nearer 
each moment, ae if moved by an invisible and iiTe- 
sistible power. Oh 1 the intensity of that moment. 
The elderly female drew near, and clasping her arma 
aronnd hia neet, sought to remove him from hia 
fearful condition. Tlie youths united in the effort, 
but all in vain. Still he drew neai-er the abyss. I 
also saw that his body manifested the increasing 
effects of the malady, until every part was one 
diseased mass. Finally yielding to the destroyer, 
he lay senseless ; then to my surprise arose there- 
from a being like unto the former, and yet I knew it 
was not the physical man, but his spirit. The spirit, 
ae it stood above the prostrate form, seemed con- 
nected, and was still more deformed and dire. 
Spiritual and moral disease was inwrought through- 
out, and controlled each part with unyielding power. 
I perceived also tliat the body and spirit were not 
separated, that they still depended upon each other ; 
and that wherein the body had failed to give 
manifestation of grief, the spirit, as a separate 
entity, was capable of making full display, and 
inresistibly gave full expression of the suffering 
of the being. As the body had yielded to the power 
of disease and pain, so the spirit also finally lan- 
guished under the malady which was working within 
and throughout. While thus suffering, the spirit 
looked up, as if to petition aid from above, but a 
cloud of thick darkness overshadowed it. Then it 
looked wildly around, evidently seeking some place 
r eource of relief. This resnltiog as before, 
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the spirit sack away, aa if yielding in absolute 
despair, to the power of ceaseless wretchedness. As 
hope declined, the eye of the spirit vacantly fell, and 
in the downward look, discovered an abyss yawning 
beneath. Then it was again convulsed, and Bought to 
escape, but in vain. The scene was horrible. The 
agonizing, fruitless efforts, and the manifestation of 
final despair, combined to present a scene of wretch- 
edness beyond human description. Suddenly the 
spirit disappeared, and the man gavo signs of return- 
ing life and sense ; but he only recovered to know 
again, in the outer man, excessive misery, and to 
more fiaUy feel his forlorn state. 

The group, encouraged by the manifestation oi 
returning life, renewed their efforts to restore him. 
'This, too, was futile. They had no power to assuage 
his grief, or restore the lost health of body or spirit. 
While they thus struggled, a light descended, and 
lo ! I saw that they were also in like condition of 
body and spirit, save that the effect had not mani- 
fested itself in them so perfectly. Nevertheless, the 
result was equally as certain. This they began to 
perceive, whereupon they exclaimed, "Is there no 
help?" " No help in the arm of flesh," answered a 
voice famdiar to me, but I knew not whence it 
came. " Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the 
leopard his spots ?" continued that voice. " How 
ehall the unstrung instrument tune itself? — Tea, 
how shall the dying, those who are already victims, 
restore departing vitality ? Shall they escape the 
doom awaiting them by the strength of their pros- 
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trate ena-gi^ f Nay, -where'er they go, there ia no 
relief. Help muBt descend from above, or hope 
shall not appear," 

Ab the scene closed an angel addressed the 
multitude saying, "The gloomy region just revealed 
is a view of earth, the birth place of mortals. The 
forlorn being, that of man, who there snSers im- 
numbered UIb, physical, moral and spiritual, and 
who often struggles to overcome and to arise above 
them. 

"His ineffectual effiirts reveal his inabiUty to 
save himself. 

"The spirit which arose as the body yielded, 
represents the immortal nature which though the 
body perish shall exist in a more acutely sensi- 
tive state, and its sinking in despair, portrays the 
great truli that the death of the body can in no 
wise relieve the soul from moral or spiritual degra- 
dation. 

" The group of friends represent human sympathy, 
which inclines members of the race to seek relief 
from sorrow, by mutual aid; that principle which 
prompts the more benevolent and philanthropic to 
devise means, and to prosecute plans for the alle- 
viation of the sufferinga of man. 

" Those, who indulge this principle feel another's 
woe. They deeply sympathize with those who en- 
dure pain and anguish from whatever cause. But 
being in like condition, and by seeking to remove 
evil from the world, and to elevate man throogh 
human devices and in their own strength, fail in 



Hcssdb, Google 



SCEMK8 BEYOND THE GRAVE. 129 

the resiilt although apparent relief may inepiro 
transient hope, Prom this cause the race have 
struggled without succt:e8 in unnambered reform- 
atory measures, i'^or this reason, earth's re- 
formers have eneonntered repeated failures tmtil 
disheartened they sink into despair ; and are often 
linally led to diecoTer fundamental want in them- 
Belvea. 

" Thus hath it been with man from age to age. 
Periods have succeeded periods, and each have 
had their philanthropists who have strolled 
through a weary existence, but without attaining 
the goal of their purpose. 

" Olt the race, to human appearance, have ap- 
proached the dawn of a better day ; and those who 
have labored to that end, have sung earth's jubilee. 
But ere they have emerged from the gloomy plains, 
they have felt the triumph of inbred disease. The 
ground upon which they stood, hath yielded to the 
pressure ; and the muscle upon which they relied 
relaxed, quitting its hold. The rock became sliding 
sands, and the strength of their hope and effort, weak- 
ness. Thus, when they supposed victory won, the 
heights attained, sudden quaking has seized the 
world of mind, which in its convulsive throes, hath 
precipitated them into a still deeper abyss. Thus shall 
it ever be, until men cleave unto the Lord, who 
alone is a sure defence and a stronghold in the day 
of trouble — upon whoso shoulders rests the govern- 
ment ; and in whom, and by whom, all things sub- 
sist. The voice which from above declared that 
9 
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help was not in the arm of flesh, was that of Truthj 
which ever seeks to reveal to man his tme condi- 
tion, and to awaken him to a sense of hie degrada- 
tion, and to enforce the doctrine of salvation 
through the Lord JesuB." 

Then raising his eyee toward the superior heavens, 
the angel, in a meek, fervent and exalted manner, 
said; 

" Father of All, let thy Spirit inspire these infant 
minds with understanding, that they may behold 
with profit the scenes which are to reveal the effects 
of sin in the world of discordance, whence thej are ; 
also the wonders of thy love in the means of salva- 
tion. 

" Endow them with supporting grace while behold- 
ing the trials of their Redeemer, incident to his 
mission, and his passion while suffering the cruelty 
of those he seeks to save. 

" Grant, O Lord our Redeemer, that these may be 
prepared to arise through degrees of life and under- 
standing, to tlie heaven of youths, where thy glory 
is revealed in greater degrees of paradisical light, 
love, and extatic beatitudes. 

" Let thy will bo done by angels who delight to 
lead upward the httie ones whom thou hast entrusted 
to tlieir charge, ao that thy glory may be reflected 
npoE them in a manner well-pleasing in thy sight. 
Then shall their spiritual understanding be enlarged, 
and the love principles of their beings unfolded, and 
thy name, O thou Saviour of Men — thou who art all 
and in all to uSj the ministering servants of thy 
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grace — be glorified in them evermore." " Evermore, 
amen," responded the gnardian angela and inetrac- 
tOES. " Evermoi'e, evermore, amen," and the heavenly 
atmosphere rea«cented it until the echo expired in 
tJie dlBtance. 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM. 

Afteb a brief pause, a voice eb from a distance 
said, "Be instructed by what is given, Trutba 
connected with your race are revealed to your 
understanding. Eeceive the principles, seek to 



Then the choralists touching their griden lyres, 
chanted with loud voices, "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace and good will, to men. 
Behold vre bring good tidings of great joy which 
shall be unto all people, for upon earth is bom in 
the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord." 

Then was revealed, beneath a pale light, Beth- 
lehem, the birth place of the Eedeemer. The con- 
dition of the infants in Paradise, moving in the 
very glory of Divine Life, attend©3 by angels ex- 
pressly appointed , biased by the Redeemer, sanc- 
tified with his love, and greeted with choral bands 
of the heavenly spheres, reflected a state greatly 
in contrast wilii that now being revealed, in which 
was represented the dreary world, and the circum- 
etancea attending that memorable event, the birth 
of Jeeus of Nazareth. 
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The humble condition of Mary the mother of 
Jesus, while holding in her arms the infant, through 
■whom Salvation alone could appear unto men, 
and in whom was revealed the untold goodness 
and love of God, reflected so clearly the truth, 
that not only the infants but all the angels, be- 
holding the scene, manifested great emotion. After 
a short pause, the angel who before enforced the 
truths revealved, said, "Behold the birth-place 
of the Kedeeraer, even Jesus whose glory illumines 
this temple. For you the Spirit of Eedemption 
assumed this humble form of manifestation. 
Through his humiliation, who is the Savior, these 
favors arofcconferred, and heavenly mansions pre- 
pared for all who trust in his grace and are obedirait 
to the law of Kedemption, Adore him for He is 
worthy," 

"We will adore Mm ever more," said the chief 
guardian ; and the infants repeated " We wiU adore 
him." And again all was silent. The scene then 
more plainly revealed Mary, meekly resting upon 
the breast of Joseph, who pressed her to his heart, 
while she gently folded to her pure bosom the Babe 
of Bethlehem, Near them were a few Israelites in 
hamble attitude, steadily looking upon the babe and 
its mother. Around them wei-e an innumerable 
company of angels, but invisible to mortal vkion. 
These held in their hands their ero^yns, while their 
harps, which were untouched and silent, lay before 
them. Above them rested a cloud of glory, and out 
of that doad proceeded a voice saying, " This is 
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my beloved Son," And another voice said, " Thii 
day ie made manifest the love of God to man, wh( 
is fallen, yea, who is dead in trespasses and in sin 
Now salvation appeareth, Now truth moveth from 
the eternity of its existence, clothed in the garments 
of salvation. Justice and Mercy meet upon the 
fallen orh, and over prostrate humanity embrace. 
Justice declareth against sin ; tlius the eternal 
Throne is vindicated, and the government of the 
Kingdom perpetuated ; while Mercy pleadeth the 
cause of the sinner who is exposed to unremitting 
sorrow by reason of tranjgreesion." 

" Let us bow down and adore the God of our Sal- 
vation," said the chief guardian, and all Ksumed an 
humble attitude ; during which another voice from 
above spoke, saying, "It becometh thee to worship, 
yea, to bow down while infinite condescension is 
being revealed. Thus let all heaven adore." The 
bomble attitude of the angels and the infant spirits 
added greatly to the solemnity of the ■ 
Surely there was reverence— sincere i 
ment of mercies bestowed, I was reflecting upon 
the true devotion manifested by the worshipers, when 
the chief guardian said, " We will arise. Behold a 
new scene draweth nigh ;" and raising her eyes to- 
ward the higher heaven, she continued, " Be thou 
our help, our Father, in whose life we exist ; that 
we may understand what Heaven reveaJeth for our 
instruction ; that we may know thy love and be 
1 to do thy will ever more." " Amen," res- 
d every infant, led by their s 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

JUSTIOE AND MEEOr. 

The former objects had passed aT^ay during tlie 
worship of the angels and the infente, and new 
ones appeared. 

A bright cloud rested but a little above tha 
temple, anJ from that cloud descended a being who 
appeared omnipotent in strengtb,. Justice, was 
written upon his majestic brow. Hia movement was 
like oue supreme, at whose bidding worlds might 
flee away, and in whose hand universal law migM 
pause, and her evolving energies slumber. 

This august personage adyanced toward a gloomy 
glen, encircled by huge mountains whose lofly 
peaks ascended far into the blue vault above. His 
demeanor indicated purpose. 

As he drew very near what appeared the object 
of hia pursuit, a dark cloud moved down the moun- 
tains attended by lightning in all the terror of wild 
display, as if the electric fountains were issuing from 
an ocean of igneous elements. Heavy thunderinga 
shook the base of the massive hilk. Fire, smoke, 
and tempest were emitted, while the elements seemed 
to madly embrace each other. The scene was fright- 
1.^5 
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fiilly terrific ; but still JusticQ advanced, and the 
■very lightnings seemed to wreath themsdvee into 
a diadem about his brow. 

" Destruction " was now mirrorod in super-flam- 
ing letters, iu the very lightnings, npon the clouds, 
and repeated by the stunning peals of thunder. 

Beneath this awftil display of angry elements, 
and the movement of Justice, the earth began to 
quake and give way. 

At this moment, when the excitement had appar- 
ently reached its climax, from beneath the dond, 
and at the foot of the monntain, came a voice 
of lamentation, a voice of despair, saying, " Spare 
us; is there no hope." "No hope," echoed the 
thunders, and Justice still advanced. " No hope," 
be repeated, as he raised his hand of might. " No 
hope, no hope," chimed the hoarse voice of contend- 
ing dements. " We perish without hope," said the 
voice of wailing which grew still weaker and more 
Buppressed. " Alas ! alas I we perish unpitied," and 
in an instant was revealed the forlorn being and the 
afflicted group displayed in a former scene. 

Over the prostrate man bent the trembling female 
as if to screen him from the tempest ; but as she saw 
Justice raise his mighty hand, she feil back, exclaim- 
ing, " All is lost ! No hope 1 We perish ! Eeceive 
us, thou abyss!" 

Dreadful was the suspense of that moment. Jus- 
tice still advanced, as if to cot in pieces, to crush at 
once the forlorn man whose trembling hands were 
upraised in fonn of supplication, — ^by whose side, 
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and aroand whom, were faJlen his group of friends, 
alike helping and suppliant. 

At this period a voice from the burning cloud 
said: 

" Law's proceeding energies hareheen yioiated, and 
thence disturbed in thee, O man. And thiukest 
thou to trifle therewith, and not to suffer the con- 
sequences? Dost thou not understand that law, 
when opposed, worketh the deetmction of the body- 
in which it is violated ! Moral law is the law oi 
sense and goodness. Hast thou not violated ? Yea, 
thou hast. Now ensue the dread effects, and thou art 
the sufferer." 

As this voice ceased, superior light flashed over 
the scene, and from above a cloud exceedingly bright 
descended, from which came, with the speed of 
thought, another being, the very image of meekness, 
whose demeanor was the veiy opposite of Justice ; 
and embracing Justice, who was still advancing 
toward the fallen group, said : 

" Art thou inexorable, thou who vindicateat 
the everlasting throne? Must the sinner perish? 
Is there no hope?" "No hope in the arm of flesh," 
answered Justice in a voice that shook the firmament 
above. The very stars trembled, and the earth quaked 
and reeled as the words proceeded from his lips. 
" No hope or cause of hope exists upon the taUen 
orb," again repeated Justice, still advancing. And 
as the blow was about descending upon the sinner, 
tiie being who hung upon the neck of Justice bent 
over that bleeding form, and placing her left hand 
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upon his heart, raised the right, and touching the 
arm of Jiistice, said, " Thy Throne, O God, endureth 
for ever. Thy kingdom ia from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. Thy "Word endures. To thy years there 
is no end. Thou, O God, art holy. KighteousnesB 
is the foundation of thy throne — the pavilion of thy 
dwelling-place — ^the glory of tlie everlasting hills — 
the defence and safety of the Heaven of heavens, 
where congregate the unnumlsered myriads of glori- 
fied seraphim. Here, God, is a fallen heing. Sin 
is the violation of thy law. The sinner hath pre- 
sumed upon thy government, and touched with 
impious hands the flaming eword ; hath dared ven- 
geance ; trifled with thy will ; and contended with 
eternal and irrevocable justice. He hath fallen. He 
lieth bruised, mangled and expiring. Yet, God, 
thou hast created him an immortal being ; intellee- 
tual, hence accountable ; spiritual, hence by ain he 
lieth upon the verge of a bottomless abyss, where, if 
he fall, he shall feel immortal pangs, and dwell in 
unremitting woe. The reed is bruised, but not 
entirely broken ; the flickering blaze of the smoking 
flax, though expiring, still exists. Mercy is my 
name, Mercy is an attribute of thy throne. To 
thee, O God, belong Justice and Mercy I Let thy 
love, O thou Eternal, descend ! and thou. Justice, 
spare, O spare this fallen being 1 Spare him though 
he hath sinned, and bartered for a morsel his eternal 
good!" 

Here Mercy bowed her head, as if to wait the 
decision and a voice from the cloud said. "Men^, 
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thou hast plead for the einner, and heaven giveth 
andienee. Canst thou find a ransom? Justice 
pause io tliy execution." 

Then another voice said, "God eo loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son. He shall 
bear their iniquity. By my righteous serrant I 
will justify many," 

Then there was a pause, during which, from the 
right approached a female — even Mary whom I 
had seen with the heasts of the stall pressing to 
her bosom the babe of Bethlehem— and by the ex- 
piring form bowed, over which by the aid of Mercy 
she extended the babe, and with reverence looked 
up toward the -cloud. And the voice continued, 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
smoking flax shall he not quench, until he send 
forth judgement unto victory. And in his Name 
shall the Gentiles trust." 

Then replied Justice, " Hath he endured tempta- 
tion, and suffered without the Gate? Hath he 
conquered death I Can he stay the tempest of 
warring elements! Can he change the malign na- 
ture of that perverted heart? Can he descend the 
maelstrom of death, and arrest the heavy tide whose 
broad current thence rolls to the bottomless abyss 3" 

Hen said Mercy, "The future shall answer thee, 
O, thou who holdest the balances of equity, the 
the scales of universal right." 

When Mercy had answered, the scene changed, 
and upon the mount, called the Mount of Olives, 
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1 saw a teing more lovely than tlie bods of men 
He lifted up hie ey^ to heaven and said, " Lo 1 1 
come, in the volume of the book it is written of me, 
to do thy will, O God I" 

Then appeared a vast multitude of deformed be- 
ings exhibiting every type of human suffering and 
ehamefid depravity ; and addroseing them He said ; 
" If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink. I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No 
man cometh unto the Father but by me." Where- 
upon another voice said, "TTiis is the Son of 
David, the hope of Israel, the bright and Morning 
Star. Now aiiseth the Sun of Eighteousneaa. 
Now appeareth Truth in its redeeming glory firom 
the Eternal Cause. Look unto him, ye who perish, 
for lo ! He cometh to redeem." 

Again I saw the mangled form. Tlieee words 
bad Mien upon his dull and heavy hearing, and 
although he scarcely understood them, he raised hia 
eyes as if to see whence hope was proffered. And 
as he looked, He who stood upon the Mount de- 
scended and bowed over him saying, "What dost 
thou desire?" And the sufferer said, "Oh that I 
might find salvation!" Then answered the Per- 
sonage bending over him, " I came to seek and save 
the lost." Then said Justice to Mercy, "Where ia 
thy ransoml" And another voice said, "Behold 
the Lamb of God which teketh away the sin of the 
world." And he who proffered redemption said, 
"For this cause came I into the world." "Even 
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80," said an angel, " by thy stripes is the sinner 
healed." 

"Bat," replied Justice, "Hath he prevailed?" 
Then addressing Merey he continued, " Know, thon 
■who pleadest the Binner's cause, that until he whom 
thou proposeth as Eedeemer shall approach the 
fallen, holding in his hand these contending ele- 
ments, he shall not rescue. Seekeat thou still the 
fallen being's salvation, his restoration to harmony V 

" Tea," answered Mercy " for this I interpose." 
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CHAPTEEX5T. 

THE BETEAYAL. 

Another ecene appeared ; and O how inefficient 
are all means of communication to reveal to human 
minds its true character! First I saw that same 
lovely Being seated, with a company of hie friends, 
around a table, one of whom leaned upon his breast, 
and in pure love's tendereat expression looked up 
into his face while listening to the words that fell 
from hie lips. Mournfully and filled -with exceeding 
sorrow, the group looked upon him as he said, 
"Verily I say nnto you, one of you shall betray 
me." After which he took bread and blessed it, 
and break it, and giving it to them said, " Take, 
eat ; this is my body. For you my body shall be 
broken." He then took the cup and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, " Drink ye all of it ; 
for this is my blood of the New Testament, which ia 
shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say 
unto you, I will not drink henceforth of the fruit of 
the vine, until that day when I drink it new with 
you in my Father's Kingdom." 

Then I heard a mighty angel whose voice was 
like the utterance of Nature'when her forces contend 
143 
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eaying, " The Son of Man goeth as is written of 
him ; but woe unto that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed : it had been good for that man if 
he had' not been bom ! 

" Woo to that man ; for him it had been good not 
to have been bom. Woe, woe, woe be unto that 
man !" broke forth in a hear? voice which from 
many millions in univocal speech, pronounced the 
woe, and the elements of the interior shook like the 
leaves of a forest when contending with antnmnal 



Ab the echoinga of these awfiil utterances which 
rolled along the bosom of the deep interior ceased, 
the little band arose, and after they had sung a hymn 
of solemn movement, retired. 

Then I saw one of the number, silently and un- 
perceivedj withdraw from the band, as they retired 
slowly and solemnly from tlie scene of the last 
supper, and as he advanced, his movement changed, 
hia step was quick and excited, his visage mani- 
fested an inwaid commotion that bmned with con- 
suming fires, fires kindled in the soul by antago- 
nistic elements. At this I wondei-ed. Nor coiild 1 
perceive by what meana a transition bo sudden and 
BO great could be effected. Just before, I had seen 
him seated with his friends, and those Mends were 
suffering greatly by reason of the predictions of him 
to whom they looked for counsel and for safety. 
They mourned, fearing his departure from them. 
They leaned upon him as a dependent child leans 
upon a ^thful parent. They had hoped, yea, they 
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had exalted their hope in him. The extent or esaxA 
nature of that hope I could not comprehend. Still I 
saw that in him they had placed great dependence 
for ftiture good or great achievements. And when 
his words, which indicated his departm-e, had heen 
spoken, they had fallen into despair, and perfect 
wretchedness possessed them when he declared that 
one of them should betray him. I heard them in 
the deepest solicitade incLuire, "]jOrd, ia it I? Lord, 
is it I?" That had been an awfiil moment, a 
moment that tried the sonl, a moment in which 
gloom gathered around them as a mantle of thick 



In their spirits they grieved, when he said, " A 
little while and ye shall not see me ; and again a 
little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the 
Father, But because I have said these things unto 
you sorrow hath filled your heart. Nevertheless, I 
tell yon the truth. It is expedient for yon that I go 
away , For, if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto yon ; but if I depart I will send him 
unto you. I will not leave you comfortless. I will 
come unto you. Let not your heart be troubled : ya 
beheve in God, believe also in me. In my Father's 
home axe many mansions : if it were not so I would 
have told you, I go to prepare a place for you. I 
will come again and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am there ye may be also. Yet a little whila 
and the world seeth me no more: but ye see me: 
because I live ye shall live also. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but 



Hcssdb, Google 



SCEKES BEYOHD THE GKAVB. Ii5 

flie world shall rejoice: and ye shall be eorrowM, 
but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. And 
indeed ye now have soirow : but I will see you 
again, and yoMr heart shall rejoice, and yonr joy no 
man taketh from yoB. These things have I spoken 
to you in proverbs: but the time cometh when I 
shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I 
shall show you plainly of the Father." 

Hese words of promise and of consolation, which 
he spake while predicting his departiire, they be- 
lieved ; still they were sad and exceeding sorrowfiil, 
because he said, " I go away." 

Thej loved him : he was worthy of all holy affeC' 
tion. 

His words were full of goodness ; and there was 
60 much of heavenly love, tenderness, and paternal 
care manifested by him, that my wonder was excited 
while seeking for a reason sufficient to induce any 
one of that little company to withdraw from it that 
he might betray into the hands of enemies, a Being 
whose presence thus inspired hope, love, reverence, 
and adoration. 

While my spirit pondered, I lieard the angels who 
instructedthe infants say, "In what thou seest behold 
the nature of good and evU contrasted. That little 
band was the company of the Lord's disciples who 
partook of the passover with him, the evening before 
his betrayal. He who addressed them was the Ee- 
deemer, who, knowing that his ' hour' was at hand, 
and also who should betray him, prepared their minds 
for the trial, and predicted the eventa which were 
10 
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to follow. lie who SO strangely withdrew, waa 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed his master for thirtf 
pieces of silver. 

" Observe more minutely this scene as it passes, 
and the two great principles which are operative with 
man in a fallen state, shall so unfold theomelvea as 
to impress thee with its parpose, and ingraft thy 
being with the solemn truths unfolded." 

The angei ngain withdrew, and he who was called 
Judd*! apyeaied, and was seen just entonng a coun- 
cil-chamber wbeie were gathued the chief priests 
and elJeiB of ancient Israel, who at tht, time of the 
Lords paBsion, conspired to take him ani put him 
to death, ind thus bring upjn bim perpctaal scorn 
and blasting ignominy. And, oh I huw changed, 
how entirely changed 1 His spirit was the opposite 
of that which had appeared in the room set apart for 
the Last Supper. His outward expression bespoke 
Inward rage, — the rage of a malicious heart, a heart 
grievously treacherous and desperately wicked. At 
this time a pale light flashed over his head, which 
revealed a group of demoniac spirits. These urged 
him onward by their vindictive inspiration. They 
manifiated all that can be conceived as the embodi- 
ment of evil which composes the elementary being 
of the arch-fiend ; the foe of all good ; the destroyer 
of peace ; the instigator of crime ; the enemy of 
right; the soul-alluring Satau- These poured forth 
their fiendish, yea, their hellish i-agnetism, and by 
the power of their will surcharges him with the 
hate they desired to manifest toward the Son of Man. 
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Aa be entered the mimic sanetnm, the priests 
aroBe, and with Bmilee, such smiles as malice, with 
a hope of revenge iospires, greeted him. Then the 
chief priests, addressing him, said, " Welcome, 
Judas, Mend of right, friend of God's ancient 
Church, the law of Moses and the people of this 
ecclesiastic kingdom. He whom the rabble call 
Jesus, and who by his followers is called the King 
of the Jews, by his dictum, has long been worthy of 
death. He has sought the destruction of this beloved 
city, the city especially favored of God. And the 
great temple he has prophesied to destroy ; to put 
down the authority of the Chnrch ; to change laws 
and customs ; upon the ruin of Jehovah's kingdom 
to establish his own. He calleth himself God. He 
is a blasphemer against high Heaven, and mocks 
the throne of the Eternal. He presumes to call «a 
hypocrites ; even those whom God, by his right 
hand, hath exalted as teachers in Israel, he calleth 
blind leaders of the blind. He hath charged us with 
having the keys of the kingdom, and by our love for 
sin refusing to enter into life ; and by a vile nature 
and love of power, of keeping those from entering 
who are willing. ^Surely he is worthy of death." 
" Tea, worthy of the most ignominiona death," 
responded in unison all who were present. 

" This man is drawing with him the credulous, 
the ignorant, the visionary, and those who are die- 
satisfied with the Church," continued the priest ; 
" and by his peculiar nature adapted to work won- 
dera, he hath deceived many who are worthy of a 
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better calliiig." Theit addreseing hia friends, he 
continued : " But these will eoon become consciona 
of Ma false character and well shall it be for him who 
first discovera to ns the trae character and resort of 
this vilo deceiver, and shall enable na to bring him 
before the people. Upon such a one the nation 
shall bestow great honors, and lasting blessings 
shall be upon his head." " And lasting blessings 
shall be upon hie head," repeatetl the aflsoeiate 
priests. 

Thia was aufflcient to inspire Judas with the desire 
of being first in the undertaking. Whereupon he 
proposed, in presence of them all, to deHver hie 
Master into the hands of any band the priest 
should then commission for that purpose, upon the 
condition — which appeared to have been previooslj 
considered — of his receiving thirty pieces of silver. 

Again the scene ehangtd. The mantle of even- 
ing overshadowed that portion of Earth. A little 
way from the busy multitude I saw him who had 
counselled his disciples, moving slowly along with 
three of his chosen. He was aorrowflil. 1 can never 
forget that ecene. Oh ! the loveUnesa that was 
manifeat. Truly I thooght him the oMefeat among 
t&n'thousand, and the one altogether lovely. Still 
he aufiered. They paused, and he said, " Myaoulia 
exceeding aorrowfiil even unto death : tarry ye here 
and watch with me. Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation." He then left them and went a little 
farther, aud fell upon the ground. And while bow- 
ing upon the cold earth, enduring tlie deepest 
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agony, he prayed more earnestly; and hie sweat 
was ae it were great drops of blood falling down to 
the ground. 

Above him the heavens opened, and legions of 
angels appeared, apparently clothed in habiliments 
of monming. They veUed their fa^^ea as they bent 
over the garden of Gethsemane, in which their Lord 
snfFered, All was silent, mournfully silent. Each 
angel beheld the scene with wonder. There waa 
Christ the Lord, the Divine Man, he whose name 
is written in the Scriptures as the Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace, 

While observing the Savior in his agony, a cloud 
descended, resting over the Redeemer, in which were 
Justice and Mercy. They observed with intense 
interest the scene below. 

At length the Savior prayed, saying : " O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me. Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt." Then said Mercy to Justice, "Here is the 
Kansom." 

" Again he prayed, " my Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from me, except I drink it, 
thy will be done." Then there descended a mighty 
angel, who stood by him, and strengthened him. 

Then Mercy said to Justice, ' ' Behold the offering." 

The hour of suffering having passed, Jesus arose, 
and going to his disciples and finding them asleep, 
said nnto them, " Sleep on now, and take your rest: 
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behold the hour ie at hand, and tlic Son of Man ia 
Tjetrayed into the hands of sinners." 

"Behold, in Jeans," said my guide, addressing 
herself to me, " an esample of meek submiseion. 
From his sympathy with the deranged and dying 
race, he agonized beneath the burden of human woe. 
Though just, he suffers, by reason of an adopted 
ftfSnity with the unjust ; and still thou didst hear 
him say, ' Not as I -will, bnt as thou wilt ; not ray 
will, but thine, God, be done.' 

" This is needful that man may have grace vouch- 
safed, and by the power of love become united to 
heavenly spheres, and thus be exalt«d from degrada- 
tion to mansions of righteousness and peace, pre- 
pared in heaven for the ransomed of the Lord. But, 
Marietta, thoa shalt soon behold the contrast ; in 
what ia to pass before thee shall be unfolded the 
true condition of the perverted heart." 

Again my attention was directed to a dark and 
doleful scene. Below me T beheld a heavy cloud, 
which was agitated as if burdened with the spirit of 
wrangling elements. Discordant sounds arose from 
the midst thereof. They were hard to be understood, 
and at first the cause was hidden from roe. But at 
length I heard, as from the voice of an excited 
rabble, the enthusiastic inquiry, "Where shall we 
find him t Hasten, most worthy guide, to the place 
of his retreat. Time wasteth, and the leaders of the 
people demand the ' outlaw.' He s7i^l perish." 
" Yea, he shall perish, and that speedily," clamored 
s multitude who were whUe moving toward Jesus 
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and his diaciples, enveloped in a clontl tliat over- 
hung their pathway. The conti-ast between the ecenea 
■was so great, that I was terrified, and turning to 
mj gnide I inquired, " Who are these that disturb 
the BtiUnees of this solemn hoar ? And canst thou 
inform mo whence they are, and wliither botmdJ 
Of whom do they speak in language so excited, and 
with a determination so destructive V 

" These," she said, " are a band of eoldiers from 
the chief priests and elders of the Jews. The object 
of their revengeful pursuit is Jesus, who, in the 
agony of his soul, prayed in the garden," 

"What hath he done to excite such envy," I 
exclaimed. 

" He hath preached the year of tlie Lord, and 
announced the mission of God's only Son to the 
world. He hath given sight to the blind, restored 
the deaf to hearing, healed the sick, raised the dead, 
comforted the monmer, instructed the ignorant, and 
plead with the despisers of the mercy of God to re- 
gard the Creator of heaven and earth as their Sove- 
reign, Eightful Lawgiver, Heavenly Fatlier, and 



And is this that for which they seek to d 
him? I inquired. Hath he never contended with 
ttiem? 

" Hast thou not read in the Saered Text that 
which the prophet spake, when moved by the Holy 
Ghost, concerning One that should come, ' Behold my 
servant whom I have chosen, my beloved in whom 
I am well pleased. 1 wiU put my spirit upon him 
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and he shall show judgment unto the GentileB. He 
ehall not strive nor cry ; neither shall any man hear 
Mb voice in the streeto.' This Jesus, who in his 
humility, bowed in prayer, and whom the popolaca 
seek to destroy as a vUe outlaw — ■ God manifest in 
the flesh — ^is He of whom the prophet spake. 

While the angel yet spake, the exasperated throng, 
armed with swords and staves, appr<mched Jesus 
and his disciples ; and lo I they were led by one of 
the company who sat with him at the last supper, 
even Judas Iscariot, the same who had left his Lord 
and proposed to deliver up Jesus to the chief priests 
and elders of the people. As they drew near, I saw 
above Judas a mighty angel of darkness, from whom 
issued a pale sulphuric flame that encompassed him 
and burned in his nerves like living fire. With 
wild determination Judas advanced and hailed Jeeus 
as hie friend and Lord, sealing his mockery and 
heartleas treachery with a kiss. But Jesua appeared 
fully to comprehend his design, and addressing him 
said, " Friend, wherefore art thou come ?" And to 
the multitude he said, " Are ye come out as against 
a thief, with swords and staves, to take me, I sat 
daily with yon, teaching in the temple, and ye laid 
no hold upon me. But if ye seek me, let these who 
believe in me go their way. For this cause I came 
into the world." Then answered one of the multi- 
tude, " Tell ns for what cause." " That salvation 
might be given to the world, and that all, even those 
who assail me, might, through faith and repentance, 
enter into rest. Into your hands I submit myself, 
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but theae my diaciples, no harm shall befall them." 
Then said the mockers "Thou art our prisoner, and 
we bear thee before the tribunals of the pwple, 
and no one helpeth thee; how sayest thon then of 
these thy disciples, ' No harm shall befall them ? ' " 
At this the disciples fled, every one his own way, 
and forsook him, save one who followed his Lord 
even unto the judgment hall. 
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CKtlELTIES INFLICTED OPO H J E 3 IT S . 

Then with cmel hands they led him away amid 
the shouts of the rabhle. 

As this scene was closing, I turned and looked 
rqioa the infants and angelic spectators, who ap- 
peared more afflicted than at any former period. 
I then inquired, " Can there he sorrow in lieaven ? 
Do angels weep ?" "When I heard a voice say, 
" Well, Marietta, dost thou inquire. Angels have 
hearts to feel. And who in heaven could witness 
the manifestation of the betrayal of the Savior of 
sinners without a soul poured out in sad expres- 
sions?" "Amen!" uttered ten thousand voices. 
" And who can endure the sight ? Behold the inno- 
cent sufferer. See ! see I they beat him as they hnny 
him along the rugged way. They mock, they deride 
him ; they cruelly treat him. Let all the heavens 
pause as they behold the moumfnl scene; for lol 
the Eedeema- snffera in the hands of sinners. 
Awate, ye epirit sympathies ; lo 1 Divine Good 
whom angels adore is despised and rejected of men," 

As the voice ceased, I heard another angel say — 
154 
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" Lo ! from the highest heavens angels descend." — 
And I beheld far above the vast asaemblage that 
witnessed the scene, an innmerable company of supe- 
rior beings. They had palms in their hands and 
crowns upon their heads ; and their crowns represen- 
ted the starry heavens, being a miniature expression 
of the wreathed universes which encircle the throne 
of the Infinite. As they drew near, a dazzling light 
preceded them which pervaded the spiritaal atmos- 
phere, and was so exalted in its nature that the 
angels of the highest order who had composed the 
formei' audience could not steadfestly behold it. The 
approach of this light so revealed the imperfection 
of my natm-e that 1 sought to conceal myself ; but 
nothing could be concealed in tliat holy light. I 
fain would have fled, but I had no power to control 
that desire. Surely, I said in my mind, if this is but 
a manifestation of what is in the higher heavens, 
how can mortals ever attain t^ that divine abode ? 
How can vile man hope to enter that glory, which 
to the unprepared soul, would surely become a con- 
suming fire ? 

Wliile thus reflecting, I heard one of the cherubic 
beings aay, " Angels, kindi-ed spirits, inhabitants 
of tJie exalted heavens 1 bow down before your Lord, 
for He is wortliy. Adore Him from the deep and 
immortal sentiment of your revering spirits ; for 
lo! ail angels delight to ofier praises unto Him, 
He is worthy of all adoration. Praise Him 1 Praise 
the Lord, the Redeemer of Eaj-th ! While fallen 
bein^ mocking gather around Him and impiously 
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hail Him King, let the harmonious universe ba 
moved with reverence, and all intelligenceB humbly 
adore." 

Then each howed down in silent adoration, while 
feeble and bewildei-ed men hasten liim to the judg- 
ment hall. As the angels declared him God mani- 
fest in flesh, I wondered still the more that having 
power, he did not exert it and subdue those who 
sought to destroy ; and also, as there were myriads 
of mighty angels, each having apparent capacity 
to disperse at will those who led their Lord away, 
that they too did not seek to avert the impending 
storm. Perceiving my thoughts the instructor said, 
"Ho came to seek and save, and not to destroy; 
he endm'eth the scoffs of the wicked, and offereth 
himself a ransom for sinners ; and by his submis 
Bion fttlfilleth that prophecy which saith, A bruised 
reed he shall not break — He wOl not harm the 
helpless— and smoking flax he shall not quench — 
He win not extinguish the life or hope of man, — Hi a 
is a mission of redemption, and not of judgment 
and execution." 

Then I heard voices as the going forth of many 
waters, saying, "Be amazed, O Earth 1 for thy 
sins have brought upon thee unutterable woe, and 
pity hath prompted the offering, and thy Ee- 
deemer groaneth beneath the load," 

Then said Mercy to Justice, "God as has been 
written, so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, a I^nsom. This is tlie Eansom, In 
Jesus the nations of earth shall have hope. Behold 
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the offering. In this offering there is a principle 
for the removal of sin and unholineBs; and to 
eetabliah a sympathy between the depraved race 
and that life which is above. 

Then said the angel to the infante, " This is yonr 
Kedeemer. In him alone is that Life which can 
quicken and save, and by him you were admitted 
into this paradise. Let each observe the scene m 
it shall advance, for by it Heaven purposeth to 
give an impression which shall enable all to esti- 
mate, according to their capacity, the valae of the 
Redeemer to them." While the angel addressed 
them, their expression of sympathy displayed the 
purity of their being, and the tendemeBs and emo- 
tion with which they had observed the suffering 
Son. Then all with one accord said, "How shall 
we utter praises and thanksgivings to God, for this 
gift, the gift of life through his only begotten Son, 
our Savior V 

" Could we not relieve him ! Can we not share 
his woe? Lo! he is in the midst of his foes. They 
know him not. They give him needless pain. 
Who can ending the sight? Let us fly to his 
relief I" exclaimed the multitude, " He is our Re- 
deemer !" fell from the holy lips of the occupants 
of the infant paradise, 

" He is our Lord ; He maketh the heavens har- 
monions with the perfection of his being, and 
melodious with the euphony of his speech. He 
maketh blias to arise as the golden morning, 
and shed its holy lustre and Divine Good upon 
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the workmaneMp of his handB. Lot th 
declare his adorable name, and the peopled expanse 
vibrates with the soft and gentle cadence of hia pro- 
ceeding love. Yet in form of Divine Man we 
behold him hurried onvrard by feJlen beings, as they 
bear him through discordant elements toward the 
haughty sanhedrim of a heartless church— a church 
where Jehovah is named in empty sound, but not 
worshipped." Thus spate one of the mighty angels 
in the audience of the multitude which man could 
not number. Then as the voice of one man they 
uttered, " Let us arise and beat back the mockers of 
the Lord." 

" Nay," said another voice; and I looked, and 
behold Justice stood in a cloud of exceeding bright- 
ness, holding the seven thunders in his right hand, 
from which issued lightnings and tempeet, and these 
overspanned the globe, and enveloped the race both 
small and great, the living and the dead, in ite awfiil 
cloud, and shook the foundation of earth, aud caused 
the souis of men to (juake with the greatness of the 
terror of the rolling thundering^ and blackening 
tempests. And in his left hand he held a scroll, 
whereon was written in separate sections, an abridged 
expression of the eternal law of spiritual, moral, and 
intellectual being — abridged according to, and com- 
plying with the capacity of man, and in all respecta 
adapted to his condition and necessity. Before him 
was the deformed being before revealed, wounded 
nigh nnto death, and the blood irom his wounda 
stained the earth whereon he lay. 
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Again repeated JiiBtiee, "Not bo, the eoal that 
Binneth rauat die. The reSTiIt of violated law is 
irrevocable." Then I saw Mercy advance, and 
enter the tempest, and heading over the wounded 
being, in manner as on a former occasion, said, 
" Lo t He who was, and is, and is to come, descend- 
eth to Earth, and by the incarnation of the Spirit, 
shall renew that sympathy with men which shall 
exalt them from iheir Mien condition, and restore 
tjje ruined sonl, and harmonize by the perfection of 
hie being the discordant ra«e with eternal law; and 
then in him shall he perfected that reunion which 
shall restore the lost planet. And here," Mercy 
again repeated, " Behold the ransom," 

" Even so," said Justice, " the Offering is present- 
ed. But it is in the law of existence, and aceejited 
in the law of grace, that he shall tread the wine- 
pr^s alone.-— And these," addressing himself to the 
angelic hosts, " seek to rescue the Offering, and pre- 
vent the issue." 

Then said Mercy to the astonished millions, 
" Thus it behoves Christ to suffer. Keep ye the 
awful suspense, as ye witness the effects of sin upon 
the sinner's sense and eonscionsnese of right. Lo ! 
the conflict heightens, and the Son of Man shall 
engage in warfare with the powers of death." Then 
said the multitude, " Permit that we do not witness 
the scene. Who can ending it V 

"Nay," said Justice, "should not the heavens 
behold and wonder, and hades quail beneath the 
awful tread, aa the God-Man proceeds to enter the 
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death-gate, and conquer the foe of man, and bring 
life and immortality to light." " Amen," answered 
all who beheld and heard, " Even bo let thy will, 
thon Eternal Spirit, in heaven and earth, and by vb 
and all intelligences, be done, now and t 



ever, evermore. Amen," 

" Even so, let all heaven respond," said Justice, 
" that God shall be all and over all. now, henceforth, 
and tor ever." " Amen t hallelujah ! hallelujah ! 
amen !" answered the meek observers of the scene : 
" Evermore thj will be done 1 Amen 1" 
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APOLEYON. 

As the voices ceased, the conspiracy against the 
Lamb of God arose as from a smoking pit, and 
appeared above the throng of exasperated mortals, 
in the form of a demon of gigantic dimensions. 
Upon his head were many horns, each of wliich 
emitted a volume of lurid flame, ■which, like a cloud, 
enveloped that portion of the earth in the burning 
magnetism of fiendish hate. Upon his forehead 
was written, " Crucify him, crucify him ; for he is 
not worthy to live. He is a seducer of the people." 
And npon his breast was written, " ApoUyon ;" or 
the "Manifestation of Enmity to Good." Upon 
his heart was seen in blazing characters, " Jesus 
shall not triumph; but death shall doom him to the 
tomb where mortals slumber, and inactivity reigns. 
There he who has called himself the Son of God, 
and made himself equal with God, shall feel the 
death-fetters of my irrevocable decree. Then I will 
daeh his followers upon the rocks of human preju- 
dice; gloom, and oppression, and dismay shall fea 
their lot throughout all ages," 

11 ICl 
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" Hear ye this," said a sepnlchral voice, " hear ya 
this," hiseed ten tlicnisand serpent-tongned demoBiaa 
visages, while the vault below quivered as if eoma 
mighty potentate of a nether region had, with hia 
blazing sceptre, tonched the fountain, the mighty 
deep, 

Tlien arose out of the pit a flame, which, although 
concealed from mortals, ascended amid this throng, 
causing the sphere of their being to blend and bum 
Kke mingling flames ; and as each appeared a self- 
supporter of the fiery element, so by coalescence the 
intensity was increased until the host presented the 
appearance of a burning (lestnictive temp^t. This, 
88 a magnetic principle, pervaded the eongregration 
of mortals, who were instruments in the external, 
inspired to consummate the merciless and fiendish 
design npon Jesus, the meet and hmnble sufferer, 

" The battle heightens," said an angel, who stood 
above the tempest in the atmosphere of heavenly 
purity; " With wonder, all ye heavens, behold the 
scene. Now death and hell combine; now the 
powers of evil charge upon the God-Man, who, 
while contending with the united force of enmity 
and destmction, by reason of sympathy with the 
race of mortals, is weighed down with the sorrows 
and sins of men." 

" And," said another voice, " who shall determine 
the issue! for, lo I myriads of the servants of evil 
congregate, and mortals who surround the sufierei 
are becoming like those who inspire them. 
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Then I saw them lead Jesue into the audience- 
chamber of the riders of the people. Upon his 
head waa a platted crown of thorns, Ilis temples 
were pierced, and hlood ran down his cheeks. His 
hands were also bound. He did not murmur, but 
looking upward moved his lips as if speaking. 
Suddenly the host that had arisen from the pit, 
fell back as though smitten by some mighty liand, 
and exclaimed, " Lo I he speaks with God 1 and 
with pity beholds the multitude of mockers. The 
issue is not equal. Our prompter is hate, malice, 
revenge; his is love, meekness and submission. 
Flee we must from the power of that gentle Spirit. 
It is the deepest hell to endure his tenderness, and 
we cannot contend with his love." 

Then again appeared the especial manifestation 
of Evil in gigantic form ; and he stretched forth 
his hand, from wiiich proceeded a dark volume 
of 8 elf- con Burning elements, and in a voice of 
terror said, " Arise 1 enter the combat, for now 
is the battle set ! What, tliough he looks upon his 
tormentors in love, I have tarned many hearts of love 
IfiS 
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into hate ; many calm spirits into madnesa ; many a 
praying soul into the utterance of blasphemy. He 
shall not prevail, for now the conflict approaches 
the consummation. This day, by my own hand, I 
will achieve for myself immortal victory." Thu3 
saying, he prompted a mortal, who approaching 
Jesus aa he etood among his aficueers, smote 
him with the palm of hie hand. 

Then I heard a movement aa if the heavens above 
had fallen. I looked, and lo ! all the angels were 
upon their knees, and bowing their heads, raised 
their snow-white and spotless hands toward heaven ; 
heaven was in mourning. 

Then again I saw one approach Jesus saying, 
"Art thou the Christ? art thou the King of 
the Jews ?" And Jeeus answered " Thou sayest 
it." And lo I the power of darkness gave way, 
for his voice disturbed the regions of death, and 
all was silent. 

" He, your Kedeemer," said an angel to the in- 
fanta in grief, " is smitten by the impious agent 
of the sphere of death, and his temples pierced by 
the crown of thorns. By this, evil is represented. 
It is its element, its determination, to smite the 
manifestation of good, and without that disposition 
it could not exist. These vile beings that arise from 
their nether abode, and like a doud trom some 
smoking pit darken the earth, are those evil spirits, 
that torment the sons of men. Filled with lust, 
and unable to indulge the propensity, they seek to 
vent their insatiate passions in vengeance upon 
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bewildered mortals. And as Jesus shall rescue 
the hnmLle soul from their power, and as he is 
the manifestation of the Incarnate Spirit, and his 
niisBion with men, in the condition of a Redeemer 
is to sever the power of the enchanter and break in 
pieces bis kingdom which is established with men, 
80 the prince of the power of darkness sliaJl seek 
to conquer him, and dash in pieces, like a broken 
potsherd, the Kingdom of Peace which he shall 
establish on earth. 

" liloreover, here the two principles meet. Death 
and hell arise, from the nether magazine; raging 
■with the inextinguishable fires of pride and fiendish 
hate, and being convinced that the decisive hour is 
at hand, prompted by that embodiment, called Satan 
or Deceiver, they venture the engagement. The 
tbeatoe of action is the external world, for there the 
condition of men renders thorn susceptible to in- 
fluences from the spheres of good and evil. 

"Tea, more, they are intellectual beings, and 
responsible, hence moral beings condemned in trans- 
gression. Therefore the righteouBaess of God'a 
Throne declares against the sinner ; so then Justice, 
— and Justice is my name, — must also be main- 
tained if the violator live. Man must perish, or 
through some wise provision there must be a me- 
.dinm or mediator between liim and the law violated. 
To this end a Hansom has been proffered, as em- 
bodying all that is necessary to enter the great 
vortex of human degradation, and grasp the awfiil 
current, and stand amid the conflicting elements. 
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■while reecuing the Binner. And this can only be 
effected by the reversion of the movement of the des- 
tructive tendency of the race. Those arising from 
the pit nnite this deadly tendency with the powers 
of death and hell ; and therefore, to s^ve the sinner, 
death and hell shall be held subject ia the will of 
the Conqueror. The principle of evil shall be bound 
by Omnipotent and eternal Will. For the depra- 
ved ra«e Mercy hath appeared, and in her arms 
bringeth a Eansom, saying on hira God hath laid 
help, and that he is mighty and able to save. And 
lo ! the Offering now deecendeth the vortex." 

Tlien said a voice, "I am Mercy. I offer the 
Eansom." Again said Justice, " If he be able, he 
shall triumph over death, hell and the grave ; but 
he shaU not strive nor cry, neither in contention 
shall his voice be heard." Then, answered 
Mercy, " He is like a lamb for the slaughter, like 
a sheep dumb before her shearers, he openeth not 
his mouth," " Even so," said Justice, " and he 
ehaU also make his soul an offering for sin before 
he shaU see his seed." Again, answered Mercy, 
" Although he descends the vortex of death, his days 
shall be prolonged, and the pleasure of the Lord, 
the work of Eedemption, shall prosper in his 
hands." His Kingdom shall be an everlasting 
Kingdom, and to his Government there shall be 
no end; for through the Mediator, God shall be 
just in the salvation and justification of hira that 
believeth." " Amek !" answered Justice. " IlaUe- 
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lujali, halldujali, amen !" arose from spirits, angela 
and seraphs. 

Thiai I heard Jesus say to him who inquired the 
natare and object of his mission, and who had le- 
ferred him to the danger of his position, " For this 
cause came I into the world, that the world might 
he saved ; and since no man can come to the Father 
but by me, I submit to the consequence of my mis- 
sion." Then with great emotion Mercy lifted her 
eyes to the heaven above, and said, " Great is thy 
goodness, O God, since for the Salvation of the 
sinner the just entereth deatli's dominion and ree- 
cueth the unjust." Then approaching Justice, she 
extended her hand saying, " Dost thou accept the 
Offering I bring as adequate ?" Then Justice bowed 
over the bleeding form of humanity, which again 
appeared, and received the extended hand of Mercy, 
eaying, " When this Offering shall have in meek- 
ness endvured unto the end, thai the sinner shall 
be restored through repentance toward God and 
iaith in the Lord Jesua." 
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THE DREAM . 

Then I eaw a company of angela descending 
from a celestial band, far above the seeno, and as 
if upon some errand of mercy where momentoas 
consectuenceB were pending, they proceeded to a 
palace in the city and paused above it, and one 
of them entered a room wherein waa a lovely female, 
whoae mind appeared anxious and distnrb&d, -while 
fihe ■was meditating upon the ecene which moved 
the exasperated populace. The angel did not ap- 
pear to her external vision, but presently began 
to sooth her nervous form into qnietnde, and to 
induce a soft and gentle slumber. How soon, 
thought I, that weary agitated form has found 
quiet and repose, beneath the influence of an an- 
gelic being ; and how free from exciting and dis- 
turbing care are the inhabitants of the blissful skies ! 
She rested, and an angel breathed upon her the 
breath of pure angelic love. 

She awoke in the spirit and dreamed (as mortals 

term it) that she stood by a gentle river, garlanded 

with the floral beauties of a celestial paradise. The 

waters of the river were bright and transparent, 

X68 
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□poll the bosom of which was mirrored the trans- 
cending beauty of the paradisical landscapes that 
skirted that living stream, and environed its path- 
way. The waters echoed the soft notes of the 
feathered choira that rested iii the branches of the 
immortal trees and fioated in the spiritual other 
above the floral plains. 

Charmed to cxstatic delight, she lifted her hands 
as if in adoration, and as she raised her eyes she 
beheld innumerable companies of the inhabitants 
of the blissful abode, who had just paused in a 
song of angelic love, the echoing melody of which, 
reverberating in the holy skiee, in their retiring 
anthems awoke the hearing of the enraptured 
dreamer. As she stood beholding the angels above 
her, she became conscious of the cessation of the 
harmonious utterance of the immortal inhabitants 
and the melody of the myriads of paradisical birds, 
which died upon the ear. A death-like stillness 
held the whole realm as in the embrace of an awfiil 
suspense. 

While seeking the cause the scene changed, gloom 
veiled the beautiful river; the floral inhabitants 
folded their expanded leaves, and dropped their 
aroma as tears that feU from the bowed and hum- 
bled stamens and folded cups. The forests stood 
still, not a leaf moved, for even the celestial breezes 
paused. The angelic hosts above had veiled their 
laces and a pale light, as if the image of sadn^s, 
occupied the place of the bright glory that had 
illumined the world aroond her. Her heart grew 
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feint, her hands fell lifelessly by her side, her head 
drooped upon her breast, and with her face pale 
and the image of perfected eadnesB, she looked 
downward. Her eyes gave up their hrilliaDcy and 
life seemed departing, when an angel touched her, 
saying, "Pilgrim, wherefore dost thou wonder? 
Art thou not of the city of Jerusalem, in the land 
of shadows and of night 2" 

The dreamer, startled by the voice of the strange 
speaker, raised her head, and beheld before her one 
of the immortal inhabitants clad in mourning. Sur- 
prised, she sought at first to escape, when the angel 
continued, saying, " Fear not ; for in this land no 
harm shall befall thee." I come a messenger from 
that innumerable company of angels thou didst 
behold above thee. My errand is one of mercy. 
Thou hast witnessed the glory, harmony, and melody 
of this divine abode. Such is the true state of tho 
pure and ever blessed. They exist in Divine Good. 
These rivers, fountains, streams, blc^soms, and all 
animate existence, unite in one expression of cease- 
less praise. But thou hast witnessed the change ; 
bow vast and how sudden. Thou too, art sad, and 
would know the cause. Tor this I come to thee. 
We suffer with our Lord, who in thy city is this 
day arraigned before a depraved, vindictive, and 
mock tribunal. Our Lord, who there suffers, is the 
manifestation of the Divine Spirit, the Incarnation 
thereof, Gcd manifest in flesh, in the person ol 
Jesus. Him the Jews seek to crucify. He goeth, 
as it is written of him, but woe unto those hie felsa 
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a<!cuser8j vile blasphemers, and imjoet prosecntors. 
And thou, spirit of the lost world, thou art inter- 
ested ; for, lo 1 thy husband, though conscious of 
the innocence of Jesus for the people, bartereth 
innocent blood. Go thou quickly to thy lord, fall 
before him, and ware him of his danger. Tell him 
what thou seeat, — how the land where immortality 
reigns, mourns ; yea, that every tree, plant, and 
flower thereof bows in sorrowful attitude, that the 
birds of Paradise fold their wings and wait in awful 
suspense, that the .rivers, tJie transparent waters, 
wear a heavy gloom that veils their glory, that 
angels lay down their crowns, and drop their lyres, 
and are dumb, and fall down in sadness ; while 
Jesus thy Redeemer stands before the heartless 
tribunal of fiendish men. Go, nor tarry, else a 
moment lost may doom Pilate, whom thou shalt 
seek to save." " Awake !" said the angel who had 
soothed her to silent slumber ; and, lo I she arose 
quickly, startled, yea, terrified with her vision, and 
hastened to send to Pilate her husband, saying, 
" Have thou nothing to do with that jnst man ; for 
I have suffered many things this day in a dream 
because of Him." But Pilate, disregarding her 
entreaties, yielded to the insane demands of the 
people, and condemned Jesus to the Cross, and gave 
him up to be scourged, then crucified. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

JESUS LED ODT TO BE OEOCIFIBD. 

As the sentence was passed, and Jeans was being 
led out to be scourged, the vail that had for a briel 
period concealed the inhabitants of the regions of 
death from our view, was removed, and again the 
arch-demon and his hosts appeared. Then he raised 
his hand, from which issued a broad sheet of sul- 
phuric flame that moved and flashed like unto a 
banner over the vaults below. Upon it was written, 
" Victory to Apolyon. This day have I prevailed 
with men, and they have condemned the innocent." 
Then I heard ten thousand hoarse sepulchral voices 
saying, "Hail, thou Prince of Darloiess, all haill 
Thou hast prevailed, and man shall feel the sting of 
death. Go up to victory I Go ye up ; for lo I we 
arise from our nether abode, and witness the God- 
man as he shall writhe beneath the scorpion lash 
and agonize upon the Eoman Ci-oss." " Ah-ha, ah- 
ha 1" arose in swelling volums from the demoniac 
abodes below, and the air was rent with the loud 
acclaim uniting with the infernal chant from the 
mad populace that rushed to the scene of cruelty. 
172 
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"And ie it oot enough?" cried a voice in mani- 
festation of deep lamentation, " O Jnstice ! art thon 
inexorable ? is not tlie ransom made perfect ? Mnet 
■we endure the scene? Shall the innocent suffer at 
the hands of sinners longer i Spare, spare I Lo I 
his back is torn with laehee ! His temples bleed ! 
His form trembles beneath the heavy burden 1 He 
groans in Spirit ! Must the power of evil prevail? 
Lo I Satan and his legions shout in hellish jubilee 
over the victory, that victory which condemns Jesus 
the innocent to the hands of sinners, the crown of 
thorns, the lash, and — -inotam, all ye heavens I — to 
the ignominions and rugged cross, the engine of the 
most cruel inflictions 1" 

Then Justice answered, " He entereth into euffer- 
ing with the fallen race, and endureth until the time 
appointed. His life is not taken, but he giveth it 
for many ; and although Satan triumph for a season, 
the strong man .armed shall enter his abode." 

" Arise, thou Conqueror, arise, and set the cap- 
tives freel Make bare thine anu and save! 
"Spare the cruel scourging I" cried another voice, 
and again all the angelic bands and the infants and 
their guardians in the Paradise vailed their feces, 
and silence prevailed. 

The mournful silence of the moment could not fail 
to deeply impress the great truth intended by the 
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Again Jefiua stood before aa ; His fonn was die- 
figured, and he was weak and faint. Still tlioy 
placed upon his mangled back the huge engine upon 
which to execute him, and forced him along, amid 
the shouts and jeers and blasphemies of the people, 
toward the place of crucifixion. 

Until this time I had been dumb, made so by the 
awfulneas of the varied and mingled scenes that were 
rapidly passing before me. But as Jesns trembled 
and reeled beneath ha load, and while his body 
was bleeding from the cruel scourgiugs, and his 
temples were gored and swollen from tiie eflects oi 
thecrown of thorns, and the maddening cry, " Away 
witli him, crucify him, crucify him 1" rolled over 
the city, I could endure no longer, and exclaimed to 
my guide, " "Why will not Justice spare the innocent 
and let the guilty suffer ? Let the world abide the 
consequence of violated law, nor let innocence endure 
the pain and woe necessary to that union with the 
sinner necessary to his salvation. O why shall this 
scene continoe? Why shall Jeans bear tlie cross? 
Why shall the infatuated race be permitted to inflict 
pain upon the pure, yea, him who seeketh their 
good ?" 

Still Jesus moved slowly along, ready to fall, 
faint, weary and in agony. He spake no word, but 
looked with love and pity upon his tormentors. 
While I was reasoning and wondering, I discovered 
that ho moved more unsteadily, less firm even than 
before, until he sank down beneath his burden. Hia 
humanity had failed, and as he yielded from his 
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Spirit ■within him, he groaned, and all was still. 
For the first time, hia persecutors and crucifiera 
paused in their croelty, and naanifeeted care for 
him ; and I thought perhaps that apparent care was 
on acconnt of fear that they should not enjoy his 
protracted suffering upon the cross, beneath which 
he now lay bleeding. As he faintly yielded, the 
effect upon the saints and angels waa beyond any 
power to describe. Truly it appeared that the very 
heavens would fail, and happiness so far depart aa 
never to be restored. 

The scene had been increasing in its awiiil in- 
terest ; hat when Jesus yielded beneath the heavy 
load and the continued scourging, ail the spirits 
moved as if they fain would have relieved him ; 
whereupon a voice uttered from afar, " It is written 
of him, he treadeth the wine-press alone," " ]Even 
60," said Justice, " and let the inhabitants of earth, 
and the angels of heaven, know that he endureth for 
einners. By hia stripes they are healed. He enter- 
eth the death-gate, that thereby he may rescue those 
who, by transgression, havefaUen." " Amen," an- 
swered Mercy, who now appeared above the Cross, 
" amen ; he offered himself for sinners. Justice, 
here is the Offering I bring." "Thoa haet said," 
replied Justice, " he suffers, but he suffers in the 
hands of those whom he seeks to rescue from the 
consequences of a law they have violated. It is no 
vindictive wrath inflicted from the Father of life, 
hot the consequences of his mission, and the heart 
he seaketh to save, made malicious by inversion and 
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eyil inspiration. Let not the teavene above, or the 
earth beneath, or the loet who dwell beneath the 
earth, declare against the goodness of the Lord 
Creator ; for it is the nature of sin thua to oppose 
and ioflict, and seek to destroy good, or its nianifes- 
tation, and in this sin is only made to appear in 
its imrestrained nature. Sin, uncontrolled, woiild 
blot ont the universal sun, make the heavens a 
pandemonium of evil and malicioiie beings, breai in 
pieces the government of the universal Lord Creator, 
and render void the moral principles and nature of 
universal heavens of intellectual existencee, demolish 
God's throne, and blast eternal things. Sin is the 
opposite of good, knows no sympathy, is a foun- 
tain of raalicions deeigns ; and thus, when Jesus 
appears a ransom for the sinner, and by reason of 
the law of being, entera into sympathy with those 
who are the subjects of violated law, they, controlled 
by the principles of evil, seek to torture and destroy 
him, although he is the messenger of peace and 
good-will unto them. Before you who are assembled 
is made to appear — earth being the theatre of action 
— the nature aad procedure of the two principles. 
Above those excited mortals, as a cloud of smoke 
and blaelmees, are gathered together the hosts who 
are obedient unto the wiU of the arch-deceiver, even 
ApoUyon, who is the concentrated embodiment of 
the nature and forces of evil. And demoniacal 
beings, by reason of afBnity, are enabled to inspire 
deluded and enthusiastic mortals, who, like a tem- 
peet, are driven by the interior force. Moreover, 



Hcssdb, Google 



8CEKES BEYOND THE GEAVE. 177 

these mortals are ia a degree seekers and lovers ot 
the ways ^f evil, and are therefore the williiig suh- 
jects of the wicked device ; hence it is, that on one 
plain of a^oa they meet, and that with them nnioa 
of envious desire precis. 

" Jesus of N^areth — Grod manifest in flesh, Divine 
Ciood, Harmonic Existence, Universal Love, and 
Paternal Care — is the manifestation of Good. In 
Him is the fullness of the Godhead ; the attiihates 
of Divine Existence, Divine IJie, Universal Good. 
Men who are Mien, yet not immortal demons, are 
the occupants of the intermediate. Tlieir souls Jesus 
Beeks to save, and demons seek to destroy, Jesus 
entered their abode as their Redeemer, ApoUyon 
approaches to destroy. With these two principles 
there can he no union, and therefore Jesus suffers — 
not by HeaveQ'8 deci-ee, but let it he repeated, 
by reason of his goodness, and his mission for 
the sinner, and entrance into tlie scene of combat 
with death and hell." 

" And shall he prevail V inquired an angel who 
had listened to the address of Justice. 

" Tea," uttered Mercy, " he shall prevail. He ia 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the bright and morn- 
ing Star. He shall prevail, and shall unloose the 
fleals." " Alleluia ! alleluia ! he shall prevail," 
arose from the myriads congregated. "Thy king- 
dom come, thy will be done on earth as in heaven," 
•'Even so, amen 1" said Justice, and again silence 
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atmosphere while Justice and Mercj paused ; for it 
appeared that all who ■witneseed the Bcene, even tho 
■wicked on earth, and those from spheres of darkneBs 
among tho regions of the dead, and those from nether 
abodes where evil reigna, felt the innocence of 
Jeaus the meek sufferer. Surely it could not have 
been otherwise when his true character was consider- 
ed. No fault could be found in him, in his life, 
betrayal, or when condemned to the Cross. Thus 1 
reasoned, and thus must all conclude, when remem- 
bering that he had been betrayed — arrayed in moek 
royalty before Herod — endured cruel and false accu- 
sations of the priests. His temples had been pierced 
with thorns, his hack lacerated with severe scourg- 
ing, and yet he had not opened his mouth in com- 
plaint. He had in candor replied to those interro- 
gations, upon the answer of which it would seem 
his destiny depended. No evasion of truth had 
stained his holy lips. Finally, in all things he had 
honored his high claims to divinity, and established 
his nature in righteousness. 

In his life he had moved with men as a benefac- 
tor. He had healed the sick, raised the dead, exor- 
cised evil spirits, restoring those who were possess- 
ed and grievously tormented by them to quietude 
and happiness. He had bound up the broken hearted ; 
caused the mourner to rejoice. He had forgiven 
transgressors, filling their hearts with gladness and 
heavenly love. He had feithfiilly reproved the vile, 
and cleansed the temple of money changers. And 
when opposed and persecuted, and even condemned 
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to the Cross, he had not reviled, but by his meekness 
and harmony he had revealed that which could only 
have been Divine. 

When the cross npon which he was to be executed 
was laid upon his bleeding shoulders, he had meekly 
bowed under it, and borne it along, amid loud 
acclamations and bitter taunts ; thus occupying the 
most humiliating, as well as suffering, condition. 
And when fallen beneath the Cross, exhausted in 
his humanity by excessive and protracted . suffering, 
his spirit groaned, but without complaint. Then he 
looked upon his accusers and tormentors with pity. 
Then he remembered their depraved state, and felt 
compassion for them. Thus the Savior of sinners 
suffered, when none sympathized save a few personal 
friends, whose spirits agonized with him, bat who 
had no means to offer aid. He bled, groaned, 
Mnl«d, and fell, but no tear stole down the hardened 
cheek of the cruel Jew. No soft hand touched gently 
hia wounded temples. No words of consolation were 
spoken to him. Alone he endured, alone he bled, 
alone he struggled to bear the cross. How could those 
who witnessed fail to sympathize with him ? or mor- 
tals refrain a tear ? How fail to love one so excel- 
lent ! How prevent their souls from adoring one so 
worthy, and the more especially since he suffered, not 
only innocent, but for their salvation ! 

Finally, the soldiers commanded Jesus to arise 
and proceed to Calvary. Obedient, he struggled 
beneath the cross; bat his trembling limbs failed, 
and again he sank back in his agony. Who can 
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depict the scene ? What artist, with pencil formed 
of immortal colors, could so touch the sense of man, 
and blend the light and shadowa with skdl sufficient 
to reveal the great reality of the scene ? 

Ihcre was the Savior, the spotless, holy, and 
lovely Jesus, struggling with convulsive effort, under 
the Bcourger's lash, to raise the cross beneath which 
he had fallen. Blood from his bleeding body stained 
the ground. The severed flesh quivered from repeated 
strokes by the athletic scourger's hand. His swollen 
visage was more marred than any man's. His eye 
of love was concealed beneath blood and tears. His 
holy Hpa moved, prompted by his heart, which was 
ever fuU of love and pity, and they accented, " Sin- 
ner, for thee I freely suffer ; for thee I endure these 
afflictions, yea, I endure them that thou mayest be 
saved." 

After repeated ineffectual efibrts to force Jesos 
to bear his cross alone, and anxious to revel in hia 
sufferings during the final trial, orders were given to 
the soldiers, who compelled one Simon a Cyrinean 
to bear the cross. And again they proceeded. 

As they advanced slowly toward Calvary, a com- 
pany of females approached the dictators of the dread 
tragedy, and bowing before them, raised their hands, 
and in the most affecting manner, plead that Jesua 
should be released. No attitude could better com- 
port with the object of their prayer. Their sorrow 
was inexpreeeible ; their cause was just ; their petition 
humble and urgent, but all of no avail. " He shall 
perish," said the proud priests ; and again the mul- 
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titude shonted, "Crucify Mm, cmcify Mm. lest 
hia power. If lie bo the Son of God, let him break 
the arm of etrength that moves him toward Calvary, 
where his weakuess, folly and blasphemy shall bo 



" Kay," eaid the hmnble petitioners, " epara 
him for our sake. Are we not your sisters ? Do we 
not love you, our brethren? Hear us, let our suit 
be regarded. Let woman's love prevail. Let mother's 
and sister's find favour in this hour of trial. Xe 
know bim not. His heart is full of imiversal 
love. His soul is that of pity and tenderness 
We iove you no less, though Jesus we also love 
His goodness hath won our hearts. We plead his 
cause. Save him. His feeble limbs fail ; he falls 
beneath the load. Can you not spare him ? Oh 1 
remember and regard us ; yea, remember the love 
of faithful woman in her most endearing relations— 
her tenderness and faithfiilness in the hour of trial ; 
then remember Jesus for whom we plead." 

" Never I" coldly and sternly answered a haughty 
high priest, "Never? He merits death. He shall 
be crucified." " He shall be cnicified," shouted the 
multitude ; and the group of mediators sank down 
in despair. 
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JUDAS REPENTiNO. 

: US was now displayed the Jewish sanhe- 
drim. They were expressing many thanks for the 
triumph of truth over error, and of sense over fanati- 
cism. They congratulated each other in the hope of 
peace that must result from the prompt and efficient 
action taken to put down Jeeus the impostor. 

Their general appearance heapoke a proud despo- 
tic spirit rather than that of God's hiunble servants. 
There was more of jocular frivolity displayed than 
religion, more phariseeism than meekness, more 
lordehip than ministry. While they were reveling 
In the glow of their triumphant feehngs, Judas, now 
the picture of wretchedness, rushed into their midst 
and wildly exclaimed, " I have sinned in that, I hava 
i innocent blood." "What ia that to ua. 

3 thou to that," replied the priests. 

At this cold and repulsive reply, Judas startled ; 
he had expected their sympathy and aid in his trial ; 
and having served them, he had resorted to them for 
hdp ; and their indignity offered to him upon the 
occaeion but added sorrow to sorrow, disappoint 
182 
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ment to disappointment, remorse to remorse, and 
despair to wretchedneea. Kecovering partially from 
the shock produced by the nnespected reply, he at 
length said " Should I not in this hour I t onble 
expect sympathy from those who pledg d h n rs 
bleseinge and friendship, to ■whoever woild nioct 
them to the capture of Jeeus. Did I not ta th 
fdly fulfill ray engagement and give h m nto the 
hands of soldiera S Why then this cold and ludiffer 
ent reply, Tor you I betrayed my innocent Master ; 
for you I hailed him in my accustomed and confident 
manner. Yea more, for you I sealed my treachery 
with a kiss. Shall I not now find you as faithiiil to 
yoar most solemn pledge?" 

Then looking down aa if in deep and painful 
thought, he exclaimed, " When I betrayed him, ho 
looked upon me in love. That look I now see. I 
feel its power. lie was just and good. I have be- 
ti'ayed innocent blood," And haatdy throwing 
down the silver for wMch he bad bartered Jesos, 
he said, "Here is the price of my Lord and my 
peace for ever." 

Then answered a priest, " True, that is the price ; 
for that we purchased thy services ; why trouble us I 
Take it, it is tliine. We have no more need of thee. 
Our object in thee is accomplished. Away, ere thou 
dost Buffer his late, who goeth without the gate 
to receive the reward of impious folly. 
"In thy complaint, thou doeat acknowledge Jesus, 
the outlaw, to be onr king. Away, else the guard 
bear thee also to Calvery." 
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Then a mighty angel drew near, saying, " Eeh(^d 
the procedures of men revealed in the case oi 
Judas, the chief priests and the ralers of the Jews. 
They have but followed the native promptings of the 
depraved heart. May it not then bo said that the 
carnal mind is eamity against God ; not subject to 
his law, neither indeed can be, God is light, and in 
him there is no darkness, God is just ; his ways are 
ways of righteousness. God is good ; with love and 
paternal care, he loobeth upon the workmanship of 
his hands. God is faithful and trae ; his Word en- 
dureth forever. Hia promisis are yea and amen. 

Are aot the ways of man the reverse, and too 
often desired in selfishness and clandestinely prose- 
cuted ? Are not the tendencies of man's proceedings 
unrighteoos ? Seeketh he not his own and not an- 
others welfare ? Is man faithful to equity ? Dotb 
he abide in confidence and keep his pledge? Tea, 
doth he not proceed with respect to selfish ends! 
Even thoogh he hath engagements, doth he not 
too often fail when his purposes and interest may 
indicate reverse procedures? Enquire of earth. 
I*t her [^es, buried in the past, relate the histoiy, 
nd thus reverb the nature of the human heart. Let 
the sage, the philosopher, and the poet, give a 
faithful answer. Awake from their -silent repose 
those who slumber in the tombs ! Let lords, poten- 
tates, and Priests, speak from their high positions, 
and all shall reveal the trath that man is depra- 
ved. Let the tears and sorrows of the dependent, 
the servant and the slave unite, and they shaJl re- 
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late the sad story of human woe, whose source ia 
found alone in the perrersion of the lieart of man. 

" Judas betrayed his Lord, and in that he bartered 
justice and goodness for Mammon, His procedure 
has been revealed, but his is only the great degree 
of that depravity which existeth with unsanctified 
desires. He sacrificed his greater good, hia beat 
friend, for applause and gain. Doth not man often 
proceed on this wise? Doth ho not often barter 
friendship and forsake his brother, leaving him to 
struggle amid accinnuiating sorrows ; and though 
earth's philosophers fain would conceal the horrid 
picture, doth not man betray hia fellow for pre- 
sent gain ! Whose frescoed walls and ccetly drapeny 
are not tinged with human blood J Whose luxuries 
may not be traced to the sacrifice of human hearts, 
liberty, and peace — the price of iallen helpless 
brothers ! 

In heaven there are no false ones. No sanctified 
spirit bartereth spirit into bondage, or for silver or 
proffered fame consigneth companions to ignominy 
anddeath, !Nay,Ietangelsrepeatit. An angelnever 
could betray hia brother for aught the universe bes- 
tows." " Nor betray for aught the universe bestows 
his brother," answered ten thousand voices, "Or 
forsake when in the bom- of trial. Never, no never; 
There is no Judas in the world of light," continued 
the angel. And the immortal company echoed, 
" Never, no never ; there ia no Judas in the world of 
Kght." 

" There is no likeneaa existing betwixt the ways 
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of &llen man and saints on high," eontiDued 
the aogel ; how then can man have the native heart 
which, unchanged, could itself arise to angelic life?" 
Then eaid another angel, who approached from an 
opposite direction, " Maj not these truths be re- 
vealed to the infant's understanding?" 

Immediately a scene was before ns, in which 
Earth, with her multiform movements, was dis- 
played. 

In this scene were represented brothers betraying 
brotJiere for gain, parents their children, husbands 
their wives, friends exchanging each other as mere 
commodities, nations in their warings and piracy, 
and grievo\isly afflicting the poor and dependent. 
Multitudes of human beings were seen suffering 
in lowest degradation, living and dying without 
hope. 

Mothers were convulsively pressing their babes 
for the last time to their breasts, and imprinting 
upon their rosy lips thefaveweil kiss, while the suck- 
ling clung with dying hold to its mother's nedi. 
Husbands were looking in despair upon their mal- 
treated wives and heart-broken children. Poverty, 
oppression, pain, anguish, rapine, and murder were 
revealed. In the midst of these mixed multitudes 
were a few who were striving to unloose the fetters 
of those bound ; to take from the scourger his cruel 
impliments ; to provide means for the sufferinga of 
every class ; to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
bind up the broken-hearted ; to change war into 
peace ; to mako the battlefield a nursery for the poor 
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and dependent; to cultivate true friendship, and 
enforce trae religion ; to enlighten the higot ; to 
prevent pereecution, and establish with men nniver- 
&al liberty and harmony, founded upon justice and 
mercy. But their encouragement was limited. Still 
they iailed not, but were ever engaged in deeds of 
benevolence. As we were observing this scene, an 
angel said, " Wilt thou iastruct the infania relative 
to the cause of this strange perversion, and why 
those philanthropists do not faint in the toil, seeing 
they meet so little sympathy from those for whose 
benefit they labor so ardently?' "Let earth give 
answer," said the angel, " The ways of men reveal 
the perversion of their hearts. Heaven can reveal 
the cause, and also why those messengers of mercy, 
who mingle with the sons of men, seeking their 
salvation, faint not," 

Then a light descended, and over each of those who 
were engaged in the work of rescue, was a guardian 
angel, who, appointed of Heaven, and full of the Holy 
Ghost, sought to encourage them in their labors, and 
impress them with holy and benevolent desires. There 
was also revealed a light which descended from some 
invisible source, and which pervaded the heart of 
each mortal, who, in the name of the holy religion 
of the Orose, was struggling to lead the forlorn 
race. 

"This," said the angel "is Holy Inspiration. 
The Spirit of God, which inspireth all who are 
bom of God, that they may labor continually for 
man's restoration from sin and its consequent 
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misery, and for liis final exaltation to a state of 
bHsa." * » # # * 

"Bnt," eontinaed the angel, "no means are cap- 
able of revealing to liuman nnderstanding the depth 
of degradation into which a heart is fallen that can be 
accessory to such deeds of cruelty as have just been 
presented. And although augels with wonder behold 
the acts and unfaithfulness of men, so common are 
they with man, and so natural to his perverted 
being, that he not only witnesseth without regret, 
but may be induced to engage therein for merce- 
nary purposes. To redeem man requires goodness 
beyond finite comprehension. None hut God, who 
is Love, and who is mighty and able to save, could 
rescue the fallen race. Angels, while contemplating 
Crod's love bestowed upon man, exalt in thankful 
praise the name of our heavenly Father." 

Then the angels said, "Let all in heaven raise 
their voices in praiai^ high and holy ; for God 
BO loved the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that all who believe on him should obtan 
ealvation. 

" Tea, we will adore our God for the manifesta- 
tion of his love to man who is dead in trespasses 
and sin," answered the attending angels, " He hath 
laid help on one who is mighty and able to save. 
Wo will praise Him, we wiU praise Him evermore, 
amen ; ever, evermore, amen." " Surely," con- 
tinued the speaker, " He condescendeth to exalt the 
ruined orb, to harmonize the discordant race, to 
save tlio deluded spirit. He permitteth human 
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hearts to reveal their hidden natnreB. In this, God 
is just, for heaven witneaaeth, and wliilo beholding, 
pitieth them. Thence angels commissioned dehght to 
Beek, as ministering spirits, the souls of men. Yea, 
tiiey delight to visit earth on errands of mercy." 
" Angels delight to do the win of God evermore," 
repeated again the vast assemblage ; and the guard- 
ian angels waved their hands when the scene 



" Kest," said the chief guardian, " ye infant 
observers, rest, for a season mingle in the social 
Bccnes of paradisical enjoyment," 

Hien, addressing a company of spirits at the right, 
the angel said, " Bring ye the flowers gathered npon 
the holy plains. Let the infant spirit be refreshed. 
ILet the fragrance from the floral monnt descend, and 
let joy possess each spirit. Spirit of holy quiet 
pervade them with thy everlasting peace." 

The entertainment introduced was wisely adapted 
to that quietude necessary, after the mind had been 
excited upon subjects so vast in magnitude, and 
thriUing in interest. 

Angels from the superior spheres mingled in all 
simplicity with the saints, guardians, and infants. 
Familiar sentiment was ever and anon chanted by 
bands and companies, who were grouped in different 
flections of the temple, Visitoi-s from the plains, 
with floral clusters, adorned the temple. Maidens 
wreathed flowers of many colors around the infants' 
beads, whose golden locks reflected beauty, mingling 
with the harmoniously combined prismatic hues. 
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Toutiis WHO accompaDied the maidens from the 
plaina, waved palms and brandies gathered from the 
delightful groves. Finally, each infant was pre- 
sented with a golden goblet, fi-om which they sipped 
as from fountains of living waters. And they also 
partook of fruit gathered from immortal trees — the 
fmit of paradise. 

Then I heard a voice saying, " Who could fail to 
praise God for existence, for immortality, and for the 
bhas of paradise?" The infanta caiight the sound 
and understood the sentiment ; and raising their 
hands, on each of which hovered a bird of many 
colors, whose warbling notes had charmed their 
senses, they replied, "We will adore our heavenly 
Father, we will ever mention with love and reve- 
rence the name of our Redeemer. We will cheer- 
fully be led, conducted by our guardian an 
And when prepared, and our understanding pro- 
perly enlarged, we will go fortli as servants oi 
goodness, whither the Lord our Redeemer shall 
direct. 

" In deeds of usefulueas as weU as with our voices, 
and upon stringed instruments, we will praise and 
adore the Lord most high. 

" We will leaiTi wisdom as heaven reveals it to 
us, and when qualified, we will go to earth to 
visit and impress with good and holy thoughts 
those there, who we have been taught, are our 
parents, brethren, and sisters," "Amen," answer- 
ed the guardian spirits, "For this we delight to 
instruct your youthfiil intellects, and teach your 
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spirits to worship. For this exalted occupation we 
will unite in anthems to God erermore." 

Then each guai'dian moved her hand in token 
of a change, and all were soon in their former 
position. 
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Then a voice, full of Bjmpathy, spake from a cloud 
which rested far above, eaying, " Calvary revealeth 
her wonders. Prepare to vritaesa the last Btm^le of 
the Eedeemer, as he meets in death the destroyer," 

As this voice ceased, the chief guardian raised her 
eyes and holy hands, eaying, "O! Lord our Pre- 
server, hestow upon ua supporting aid, Preserva 
our nainds wliile we may witness. Prepare us to 
understand. Pervade us with meekness, reverence, 
and holy love." 

" Around this scene," continued the voice, " gather 
interests as lasting as immortality, as momentous 
as the worth of undying spirits. 

" Let the sun he darkened, and the stars be veiled. 
Let nature pause, and heaven keep silence. Ye 
seraphim and ye cherubim, lay down your celestial 
instruments, upon which ye utter anthems most 
holy, while the scene transpires. Te floral universes, 
droop your heads ; and hang down your leaves, ye 
bowers. Ye waters, stand still, nor let the rippling 
: break the silence. Ye birds who warble in 
192 
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inimortal grovea be ye dumb ; and pause ye breezea 
while the Kedeemer sufiers." 

Iben appeared Calvary beneath pale shadows, A 
throng was perceptible, who were apparently trans- 
fixed. In the centre were three ciosaea, on which, 
human fomis were hanging. Near them were a 
band of soldiers, seated aa if they had beai engaged 
in ganaiug ; but they too were fixed in an attitude, 
as if stunned from some unexpected cause. 

Mournfiil murmuriogs were heard as though at a 
great distance. These murmurings seemed to still 
the very spirit of life in all. And a feeling of gloom, 
approaching utter despair, was visible upon tha 
countenance of every spirit. 

At length a low whisper passed from guardian to 
gnardian, saying, " List ! nature breathes a solemn 
requiem ! Nature sufi'ers. Alas I alas !" Agaia 
aU was still. No sound or movement disturbed the 
silent gloom. 

Gradually a pale light shone over Calvary, reveal- 
ing more clearly the scene. And the three croseea 
became more visible, until the form and teatures of 
the sufferers were plainly distinguished. 

"It is Jesus! Jesus suffers I Jesus expires I" 
buret from eveiy spirit. A sudden shnddering seized 
them ; and they bowed their faces, still repeating, 
" Jesus suffer ! Jesus expires !" 

While they were thus bowing, Jesus said, " Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

" Oh 1 what love, what wonderful goodness," 
exclaimed the humble spirits. " He prays for bia 
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cruciflers. Give ue, ! thou Supremo, of that spmt 



While Jesus prayed, the soldiers and the rulera 
derided him, saying, " He saved others ; let hini 
save himself, if be be the Christ, the chosen of 
God." This cold and cruel taunt caused the spirits 
to raise their heads, and look steadfastly upon the 
scene. But their sympathy and sorrow can never 
be revealed. 

Near the Cross were bowing a few of the Mends 
of JesuB, who were past weeping, from their excess 
of sorrow. Agony held them even as death holds 
the pale corpse. One of that little company was 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, who had ever lingered 
near him during his sufferings, but who appeared 
conscious of the certainty of his trial. She sufiered 
with him. As a holy mother she suffered, bat 
could not save. 

Jesus turning his eye upon the group, said to 
Mary, "Woman, behold thy son." Then address- 
ing the beloved disciple, he said, " Behold thy 
mother." And thus in his agony he displayed hia 
humanity, and invited the disciple to support Maiy, 
wlio was sinking beneath her weight of grief. 

The disciple then supported Mary, who leaned upon 
him as she looted upon her Son in his last trial. 

Then one of the malefactors who was crucified 
with Jesus, railed on him, saying, " If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us." To this the Lord made 
no reply, but looked in pity upon him. The other 
malefactor rebuked his fellow, saying, " We receive 



Hcssdb, Google 



SCENES BEYOND THE GRAVE. 195 

the due reward of our deeds, but this man hath done 
nothing amisB." Then in a devout manner said to 
Jeeus, " Those -who have led thee here exult in their 
folly. They vainly suppose thee conquered and 
slain ; but I feel from thee an influence superior to 
man. Thou art from everlasting to everlasting. 
Mystery hangeth abont thee, O Lord ! I know that 
in thee exist the fountains of life. Thou Uvest 
evermore. "Wilt thou, O Lord, remember mo when 
thou comest into thy kingdom ?" Then the Lord 
looked upon him, and love from liis spirit over- 
shadowed and pervaded the suppliant. The Holy 
Spirit wrought in his heart that change neces- 
sary to his anion with the enduring principles of divine 
life and love. And in answer to his prayer, Jesus 
said, " Inasmuch as thou hast from thy heart sought 
help, thy prayer is answered. Verily I say unto 
thee, this day shalt thou be with me in paradise." 
This reply was like life given to the dead ; and the 
malefactor, although in the agonies of death, mani- 
fested that emotion which bespoke a soul forgiven 
a spirit made free. His -was a reprieve, not from 
the execution of the sentence of an earthly tribunal, 
but Heaven's pardon^ — a release from the power of 
sin and death. He feared no more. All heaven 
through Jesus, had been secured in the last and try- 
ing moment. His physical sufferings appeared to 
operate as holy enchantment to charm the body to 
rest, while the soul shone forth amid the darkness, 
and hovered over the death-gulf ready for its happy 
flight — its exit from death to life, from mortality to 
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the poesesBion of eternal realities. WMe this scene 
■was transpiring, the mockers aroimd the cross had 
not noticed the Divinity of Jesus manifested in the 
forgiveness of ein. But the angele and infanta 
beheld with wonder and gratitude the goodneea 
displayed in that trying moment. And so deep 
was the impression, that ever after, when referring 
to the crucifixion, the infanta would name the thief, 
speak of his prayer, and the propitious answer of 
the Eedeemer,- — that answer by which all heaven 
was given to the dying sinner. 
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THE LAST STEUGGLK 

Darkness now began to fold more t 
mantle around the scene. No sun, or moon, 
Btara were visible. Jfight in heaTy gloom veiled the 
earth. 

At length Jesus said, " I thirst ;" whereupon one 
filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, 
and touched his parched lips. This was too much 
for the infants ; and at the sight, they drooped as if 
immortality had failed ; their guardians took them 
in their arms and supported them. 

When sufficiently recovered, they said, " We had 
living water from golden cups, but these cruel tor- 
mentors gave Jesus vinegar upon a sponge. Is 
man thus debased, thus cruel? Hath the human 
heart no pity! Oh I let us touch our Savior's lips 
with these dew-drops that collect in crystal pools in 
the flower cups, brought for us from the plains." 

While witnessing the scene, which only revealed 
cruelty added to cruelty, a form, teiTible in appear- 
ance, approached Jesus, aronnd whose ghostly 
visage, like satellites, revolved unnumbered lesser 
197 



Hcssdb, Google 



creatures the image of himeelf. " Xhou shalt tri- 
umph, thou triumphant Mug," was written in 
broad capitals upon the sphere that encompaased 
him. His appearance was like one eure of yictory 
when engaging in the final conflict — a conflict 
upon the issue of which depended the interests of 
ages. "With a hoarse, sepnlchral Toice, a voice ot 
terror, and in a manner characteristic of a never- 
feUing concjueror, he addressed Jesus, who hung 
upon the cross, saying, "I arise and meet thee in 
this thy day of folly. Thou art chained. Thou art 
a victim. Angels, saints, and men have shouted 
thy triimaph over death. Death is my name. Thou 
hast engaged to reverse that law by which I exist — 
that law which feeds the hungry tombs with the 
bodies of infante, youths, and hoary age ; that law 
which has moved in might, and none can hinder ; 
that law which this day grapples with thee, and thou 
too ahalt perish. Lo, I come to seize this vase, 
and dash it against the marble rock of dissolution." 
Then reaching forth hia hand, he seized the body of 
Jesus, whose sensitive nerves quivered from the 
touch of his cold contracting fingers. 

"Hien Jesua cried, " Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani. 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me." 
Upon which a voice said from above, " He treadeth 
the wine-press alone." 

" Nevertheless," answered another voice, " he 
BufFereth, the just for the unjust," "Then," shouted 
Death, " I have gotten the victory. He who was 
in the b^inning with God, entereth the detractive 
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dements where violated law breaketh in piecea tha 
vjoiator. Hq enteroth that he may rescue, and eliaJl 
also perish. He faUeth. Let hades arise and heboid 
my triumph ; and ye angelic hosts who came to 
witness, behold and wonder while Jesus strugglea 
in my right hand. Ye have sung through all 
heaven that he should vanquish death. Tea, see 
how he struggles while I hold him with ray might. 
I alone grasp tliis ' God-man,' and leap with him 
amid the tombs. Ah ha 1 ah ha ! chant ye his 
victory ! Chant rather his defeat. 1 hold the 
conqueror. Give back, ye iieavens, ere I ascend from 
sphere to sphere, and shake the eternal tlu-ono, and 
raako of celestial worlds a cemetery for the dead." 
Then with wild exultant glare, he met the Savior'a 
face, and with menacing reproach said, " ILow vain 
for thee to seek this issue! Have I not slain 
unnumbered legions ? And thinkest thou to escape? 
Nay, Jesus, thou ' God-man,' I sacrlfico thee, my 
last foe," 

Around tiiia scene had again congregated the 
hoste of vile spirits — Apollyon leading in his 
triumph^ — waving in the infernal breezes their 
black banners, upon which appeared the figurea 
of Apollyon, the embodiment of evil, and Doath 
the fell destroyer, embracing each other over 
the image of the cross and bleeding sacrifice. Then 
followed bold blasphemies, boisterous shouting, 
and wild demoniac laughter. The messengers ot 
evil moved lite waves of thick and black waters to 
and fro ; while their heUish jubilee burst forth as 
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from a compreseed eea of madneBs aod fieodMt 
delight. 

They moved aroond Jeans, shouting Ah ha I ah 
ha! while Death waa addres&irtg him, and theii 
triumph appeared eore. 

The infante, upon beholding thia Bcene, inqoiied, 
" Shall they triumph, and Jesus die?" 

" If J^uB perish," answered an angel, " the 
teaveoB fail. He boldetb the imiverse in his right 
tand." 

" But," said ApoUyon in distant reply, " ha 
faileth in this decisive hom-. Strike your death- 
song, ye congre^ted millions ! for, lo ! Jesua the 
boasted Son oi God is at last subdued. Death pre- 
yaileth 1" 

Then the divinity of Jesiis said, " No man taketh 
my life. I lay it down of myself. Ye who seek mo, 
employ men in the external worid as agents oi 
slaughter and execution; but they have no power over 
me save what is given them. Lo 1 I come through 
death's portals to bind thee, thou destroyer; and 
from thy power, rescrie my people — tliose whom I 



" ThatI may prevail, I meet thee in thy dominions. 
Lo, I CMne ! Thou art involved in thine own de- 
sign. I meet thee, not in vengeance, but toopenthe 
tomb and set the captives free ; to open the prison- 
door of those bound aad imprisoned ; to bind thee 
and destroy thy power. I have descended amid dis- 
solving elements: humanity being the chariot in 
which I eater the daik dominions where mortality 
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"A soft light rteaeended, reTcaling ft solitarj tomb 
sround wlitoh nere stationed armed guards. To that 
tomb was entrusted the bodj of JeBua."— Page 203. 
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feiletii. Thou art conquered. The kw of life 
and Larmony shall entwine thy form, and £«tablieh 
the boundaries of thy dominions. And thus ehalt 
thou await that day when dej-.th and heU shall be 
caet into the bottomless abyss, and they shall no 
more afflict my people." 

Thus sajingjbe bound Death -with a chain of light. 

Then raising his eyes toward Justice, who witness- 
ed from the cloud, he said, " Behold ! the Spirit 
of Life prevaileth over death." And addressing the 
roaring tempest of dissolving nature which gathered 
its mighty maekti-om around him, and iiroke in 
fearfid whirlpools upon him, he said, " Stay, thou 
angry flood I Eoll back your waters ye death 
currents I Unloose thy grasp thou boasting con- 
queror, thou prince of teiTOrs ! Lo 1 I come to rescue 
the iaUen orb, ere it plunge i^o the bottomless 
abyss." Then raising his right hand of divine 
strength, while standing in the mighty cataract of 
dissolving nature, he touched an orb, which, 
in its wandering revolutions, had neared, and by 
attraction from the abyss, hung opon the brink 
ready to plunge, with its swarming and distracted 
millions of inhabitants, amid the surging bdlowa 
that drive madly down the gulf of death. While 
thus holding the suspended orb, he said, " Stay thon 
tempest, terrible in might! Although thy waves 
fearfully gather around the fallen world ; although 
thy cun-ent draws with immensity of strength; 
althongh thou haet forced that Eai-th along the 
death siu-ge of ages, be thou still I Earth, reverso 
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thy movement. Arise 1 the day of thy ealvatioa 
dawneth. Te mighty winds of heaven, fan into life 
the expiring orh. Te pure waters, ever flowing 
from life's ceaseless fountains, let your cooling tides 
move over her parched and harren soil. And ye 
angels who minister in love, gather quickly around 
the discoi-dant race, administer life's cordials, and 
with truthj antidoto the evil of false and perverted 
hearta. Bai- ye the gateway to immortal slumbers, 
that forlorn man may not enter there. And thou 
Death," he continued, " although thou doathoast thy 
millions slain, upon thee I fix my seal ; thou art 
bound, and thy days are numbered. Hades, thy 
kingdom of mortahty, the trophy of victorioua ages, 
shall fail. And thou, at the time appointed, having 
no more kingdoms to demolish, shalt die." 

Then addressing ApoUyon, he said, "Thou foe of 
equity, harmony, peace, and heaven, depart quickly 
to regions whence thou art. Lead thy forces death- 
ward, for at the time appointed, thou too, shalt 
feel resti-aining power. Lo ! I come to rescue my 
people." 

Jesus then moved his hand, and Apohyon with 
his legions departed, and a dark cloud which ac- 
companied, concealed them from our view. 

The Lord then said, " Tather, into thy hands I 
commit my spuit ;" and with a loud voice, cried, 
" It 13 FINISHED ;" and then holding Death subject 
to his will, descended to the spirits in prison. 
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The scene of the crucifixion had scarcely passed 
when the land of Canaan appeared, manifesting 
that inactivity consequent upon over excitement, 
occasioned by the agitation of some momentouB 
question of national policy. 

A soil light gently descended, revealing a solitary 
tomb, around which were stationed armed guards. To 
that tomb was entrusted the body of Jesus. An 
angel standing near, touched the tomb with a 
Bceptrehe held in bis right hand, and it became to us 
transparent, revealing the body in its quiet rest. 
To behold that body thi^ at rest was pleasure : 
for it removed the burden and anxiety caused by 
witnessing the sufferings of Jesus, while he passed 
through his many trials from the garden of Geth- 
semane to Calvary, under the most cruel and 
painfiil circumstances. 

Now it calmly reposed in the lone sepulchre, 
shrouded in clean linen unstained by blood. The 
still and noiseless atmosphere, undisturbed by the 
clamor of the shouting rabble, and the sweet sleep of 
that body, as now presented in its unmolested homo. 
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conspired to give that relief which could not fail to 
soothe the minds of those who had been overwhelmed 
by the revolting scenes of cruelty and slaughter, 
which had been displayed during that awful period 
in which the Lord Bufiered. 

" How calm, how composed is now the body of 
Jeeus !" said the chief guardian, while we were en 
joying rest of spiritas we looked upon it, 

" Yea, Jesu8 reateth," answered a voice, and 
Mercy appeared above the tomb. " Yea, he resteth. 
He maketh the tomb hia bed. With his people he 
slumba-eth in the grave. He sanctified the sepul- 
chre of his saints. Bat he sleepeth to awake again. 
He also shall awalcen all who sleep in death." 

Then one of the celestial choirs descended and 
chanted over the tomb where Jesus lay, 

" Peace and qnict slumber, holy rest, fold gently 
in thy gracious arma the body of the Lord, which no 
more endureth pain forever. Holy angels, guard the 
sacred tomb. Let no intruder pass tlie portals oi 
this temple where the body of the Redeemer reateth. 
Stay the dissolving elements, that they change it not. 
Let it not see corruption. Let not worms feed upon 
it. It hath been sanctified through suffering," 

Then in a loud acclaim, another company of 
angela chanted, "It shall arise again. It shall 
ascend to the highest heaven. It shall be the attrac- 
tive centre around which saints shall gather. It 
shall attract unto itself, in the realms of immortality, 
the sanctified dust, the renovated bodies of the 
fiaints." 
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" Let it rest," continued the "band of quiet singers. 
" Be still, ye winds that howl around the walls of 
Jemsalem, be ye etill. As je pass this way, fold 
your hurried wings, and glide gently by, Jeeus, 
the manifestation of divine good, hath no more 
sorrow. His body slumbereth here. Touch it not, 
ye cold and impui-e winds of earth. Let heaven tan 
it with the softest zephyrs. Let the most sacred 
harmony in divine breathings linger around this 
consecrated tomb." 

Again, chanted the choir above, " Let the 
heavens reaumo their lyres, and strike their highest 
notes to lofty anthems. Jesus shall awake and 
ascend in douds of glory. Universes shall join the 
song of his ascension. Echo, ye everlasting hills, 
echo ye his name in triumphant song." 

Then the former band continued, " Soft and 
gentle as the breath of new-bom love in the serene 
heavens, let us eing, ' Here slumbereth the body 
of the Lord.' We will speak his name in softest 
tones. Jesus, thou external manifestation of our 
Lord, sleep on, Kest, thou mangled form. Rest 
in the sacred tomb. We will linger near while the 
tomb retaineth this precious treasure." 

" Fold your arms, and poise in the holy atmos- 
phere, all ye commissioned ; let not a voice be heard 
while the body rests," said Mercy to the holy ones 
attending. And they poised in spiral circles ai-ound 
the tomb. Never can language reveal that scene, or 
in any wise express the sacred peace that pervaded 
the spirits before whom it was transpuring. 



Hcssdb, Google 



206 SCENES BEYOND THE QEATE. 

It was joy beyond measure to see the body of 
JefiuB rest. It was sacred quiet. It was MaesB of 
harmony to listen to the soft anthems of the angel 
band that watched the tomb. Surely it may be said 
that Jeeus sanctified tiie grave. I can never reflect 
upon that scene without a desire that my poor body 
should rest there also. I wish to lay it down in the 
tomb. The grave no longer wears a gloom. To me 
it is the most sacred place of all on earth. There 
Jeeus my Eedeeraer slumbered. Biere his body 
rested. There it was free from pain. Only let me 
be worthy, and cheerfully, at the time appointed, 
will I step into the grave, and lay my body down to 
rest, where, in peace, it shall await the morning ol 
the resurrection. 
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" Behold and wonder, je inhabitants of paradise," 
said a mighty angel aa he descended and stood upon 
the tomb. " Yea, behold, as the Son of Man cometh 
from the abode of desolation, lo 1 he eometh a 
conqueror from the regions of the dead." 

While he yet spake, Jesns, even the Incarnate 
Spirit, the Spirit of Eedemf tion, appeared walking 
among the tombs. And as he looked over them, he 
said, " Here sleep the bodies of my people. Long 
and dreary hath been the night of your slumbers, 
and cold the conch on which ye have reposed. 
Massive walls, enclosing this vast arena, have 
gaai-ded and confined you while ye have slept. 
Precious dust thou art, since thou hast been £he 
dwelling of spirits I redeem. Thou shalt arise. 
This darkness which hath so long shrouded thy 
abode in night, adding gloom to gloom, shall be 
dispersed by the light of fife. Lo, I come to illu- 
mine this dark and solitary vault, this chamel-houso 
of the dead, — to determine the limits of death and 
the grave, and to open a door of escape. Sleep 
207 
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on, ye sacred relies. Dust of my people. Sleep oa 
until thou art animated by the quickeniag, purifying, 
and exalting principle of eternal law. Sleep on until 
life irom on high shall redeem and spiritualize these 
properties of nature ; and prepare the atoms of the 
sphere of rudimental iifo for the immortal and incor- 
ruptible habitations of the spirit in its spiritual ex- 
istence. Sleep on until that day, when thou art 
called from this silent slumber to spheres of life. 
The tomb shall be illumined. Henceforth the to- 
tality of its darkness shall be no more." 

Then Miling his eyes, he said, "Watchman from 
the everlasting hills, descend and enter thou this 
abode. Keep guard until the morning of the 
Eesurrection, when I will bid thee arise with theso 
ashes, which, quickened into life, i-efined, purified, 
and reorganized, shall become the outer garment of 
my redeemed people. That day in divine certainty 
surely cometh." Then one, mighty in strength, 
whose garment reflected ten thousand interwoven 
crosses, entered the arena, from the mount of light, 
and addressing Jesus, said, " Lo ! I come to do thy 
will, God." 

The Lord then replied, " Guard thou this sepul- 
chre where mortality sinmbereth ; and placing in hia 
right hand a sceptre, upon whose burnished shaft, 
■was engraven the image of the cross ; and also in 
hieroglyphics, the solemn events of the trial and 
cnicifixion, Jesus said, " With this sceptre thou 
shalt defend and control these dominions ontil 
Heaven caJleth for thee," The watchman answered, 
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" Be thon my help ; thy will be done evermore," 

The Divine Spirit then approached a, lone tomb, 
even that over which angels watched, and in which 
reposed the body of Jeans ; and with a voice that 
indicated supreme power, said, " Let Life descend 
npon this inanimate form. Let the Qnicbening 
Spirit pervade and quicken this body. Let every 
fimction, tissue, and property thereof, be transformed 
into Idfe, and be thus immortalized: let this body 
arise." 

Then Kght from the Divine Spirit encompassed the 
body, and a sadden shaking" seized the walls and 
foundation of the tombs. 

And the body of Jesna arose. Whereupon a 
mighty angel said, with a iond voice, " Jesus pre- 
vaileth ; he arisoth triumphant. Death hath no 
power over him ; he breaketh the strong bands there- 
of ; he liveth evermore. Eaise your anthems high 
all ye who dwell in worlds of light : Jesus reigns. 
"Hallelujah t amen 1 Jesus reigns !" answered 
the innumerable companies of angels, who had 
witnessed the reanimation and resurrection of the 
body. "But although ye shout him victorious, " he 
remaineth with the dead," said Justice, who was 
still observing the scene. 

Then Jesus approached the massive gate, which 
shut the passage &ora the tomb, and reaching forth 
his hand, touched its mighty bars, and lo ! they 
crumbled to dust. He then said, "Be unbarred 
thou mighty gate — Lo 1 thy beeper, even Death, 
hath no more power over thee. His limits aro de- 
li 
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tenaineiJ. Tea, even althongli, throng the viola- 
tion of the law of life, man foiletb ; and as Adam 
perished, even so the enter man wasteth away and 
dieth ; yet in JesiK, by the law of life revealed 
through the Inem-nate Spirit, man shall be restored ; 
he shall live again. 

" The grave shall not have everlaeting dominion 
over the aahea of the dead, nor exist as a perpetu^ 
vale c^ darkness hetweea earth and the r^ions occn- 
pied by those spirits departed from the outer world." 

Tlien said Jesus, " Open ye maasive gate ; and ye 
winds bear it away that it may return no more for- 
ever." 

The gat« then disappeared, and Jesus moved his 
right hand over the silent slumberers, saying, " This 
dost shall awake ; it shall he quickened and pro- 
pared for the habitation of disembodied spirits." 

"How shall these awake? How shall the grave 
give ap their dead ?" enquired a voice, and lo ! 
Justice appeared above the gateway. 

Then JtBus arcao from the tomb, holding in his 
hand the keys of the dark dominions. 

And a voice spake from a cloud which rested 
above the scene, saying, " This is my beloved Son ; 
the hope of Israel ; the bright and morning star. 
Peace be unto the world." 

The cloud then descended, and as it approached 
Jesua, Mercy moved therefrom, and addressing 
Justice, said, " This is the offering I bring, and thia 
is the trophy of his victory, even the body of Jesua 
now raised from the tomb and made immortal. 
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Dost thou, O Jiistiee, accept the offering ? Justice 
replied, " The offeriog is accepted since divine 
])ower immortalized the properties of the outer 
man, giving life to that from which life had de- 
j>ai'ted. 

Then said Mercy, " The ofiering ariseth in per- 
fection, animate with divine life, and shall hence- 
forth be glorified. In Jesus, the Bivine Spirit 
came to seek and save perverted man, even as a. 
faithfiil shepherd seeketh the lost sheep sti'ajed from 
the fold ; and henceforth salvation shall he preach- 
ed to the forlorn race ; and hope, like a star of 
superior light, shall guide the -wanderer to the port 
of peace. Jesns controlleth the fury of discordant 
elements, henceforth they shall not drive the humble 
mariner to the regions of eternal night. At the 
gateway of death, remaineth the mighty watchman, 
who, by divine appointment, guardeth the cold 
sepulchre. Heaven hath determined that death 
shall give up her dead in the last day ; that day 
appointed, when God shall make up his jewels ; and 
shall spare all who love and obey him, even as a 
man spareth his own sou that serveth him." 

Then Justice, addressing Jesus, said, " Thou art 
from everlasting to everlasting, King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Thou hast the k^s of death. 
Heaven accepts the offering and acknowledges the 
victory. Thy mission, trial, and conquest, is in- 
ecribed upon the Throne of eternal recollection. 
Henceforth tiie Cross is engraven upon, and in- 
wrought throughout all tilings in the kingdom of 
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rjgliteoiiaiiras — to be kept in eyerlaeting remera- 
branee, 

" Lo I I come to tbee, thou Lamb slain for 
siDDers ; yea, thou upon whose shoulders resteth 
the govcrment of peace. I embrace thee. Thcraarf 
God." Thus Baying, Justice embraced Jeaus, and 
Mercy said, " Shall the sinner, even he who lieth in 
his fallen condition, be rescued '( Shall he find 
fevor ? Justice replied, " God in Christ reconcUeth 
the world to himself, and through hie mediation, 
Hearcn shall be just in the justification of all who 
come to God through Him. If the sinner forsake 
the evil of his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and return unto the Lord, he shal! obtain 
favor. lie who seeketh life, shall in Jesus enjoy the 
blessings of everlasting righteousness tmto peacu. 
Then Mercy raising her hands and eyes to heaven, 
said, ' Kow is salvation complete. Henceforth, thy 
glory, O God I sbineth upon the fallen orb. And 
thy name shall be adored hy all who have immor- 
tality, because thou hast provided means for the sal- 
vation of man.' " 

Thus saying, Mercy also embraced Jesus, and a 
cloud of light encompassed them, whereupon Justice 
and Mercy so blended in the sphere of the Lord as to 
loose identity, and they were thereafter only revealed 
as in the person of Jesus, who, with that cloud amid 
the hallelujahs of legions, arose from the tomb. 
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Betoee ns now appeared the afflicted disciples, 
who, having met in a mountain by special appoint- 
ment of their Lord, were commnning with each 
other relative to the resurrection. Suddenly a light 
shone upon them, and Jesus appeared in their midst, 
and said, " Fear not ; all power ie given unto me in 
heaven and on earth. Go je, therefore, and preach 
the Gospel unto all nations ; baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I command you : and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Ye shall be perse- 
cuted of men for my name's sake : but I have over- 
come; and ye shall also overcome if ye trust my 
word. These signs shall follow those that believe. 
In my name they shall cast out devils ; they shall 
speak with new tongues ; they shall take up ser- 
pents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them ; they shall lay their hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. But tarry ye in tho 
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city of Jerasalein nntjl endued with power from on 
high." 

Then he lifted up Mb hands and blessed them. 
While bleeeing them he arose, and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. Whereupon a voice, as of a 
mighty angel, said, " Ijft up your heads, ye ever- 
lasting gates ; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting 
doors, and the King of Glory shall come in." 

" Who is this King of Glory," inquired another 
from an opposite portion of the heavens. 

"The Lord, strong and mighty," answered the 
voice; "the Lord, strong in battle. Lift up yom: 
heads, O ye gates ; lift up, ye everlasting doors, and 
the King of Glory shaE come in." 

Then the unnumbered millions, who filled the 
heavens, with strong hands swept the chords of their 
stringed instmments, and, with loud voices, said, 
" We give thee thanlrs, O Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come ; because thou 
hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast con- 
quered. We praise thee, O Lord, who art King of 
tings, and Lord of lords ; the Alplia and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." 

Tiien the cloud arose into the heavens, and 
with it the great congregation who attended the 
Ascension ; and as they arose, they still uttered, 
" Thou art holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, 
and is, and is to come. Lift up your heads, ye 
everlasting gates, and let the King of Glory come 
in. The Lord Eedeemer is the King of Glory." 

During the Ascension, the disciples had etead- 
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featly looked np into lieaven, whither had gone th^ 
arisen and ascended Lord. Bnt as the cloud which 
received him from their sight fiBally disappeared, 
th^ worshipped; and afterwards, ia silence aroae 
and departed for Jerusal^u. 
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THE EESC UB . 

The former scenes having passed, we heard an 
angel, with a loud voice, proclaim, "Now Balvation 
appeareth. Hopo ye inhahitanta of earth; yea 
rejoice ; for the Lion of the tribe of Judah hath 
prevailed to open the book, and unloose the seven 
eeals thei-eof. Let salvation, the year of jubilee, be 
proclaimed afar. Go forth, ye messengers ; declare 
the love of God as made manifest in the rescue of 
the bewildered race. Yea, let the heavens echo the 
glad news ; for God bo loved tlie world that he gavo 
his only-begotten Son ; that whosoever believeth on 
liim shoidd not perish, bnt have everlasting life." 

As the angel spake, we heard a voice of lamenta- 
tion, saying, " wretched man that I am 1 who 
shall deliver me from the body of this deatii V 

From the direction of the voice arose a doud, 
displaying frightftd tempests. A little beyond that 
doud arose lofty mountains, trom whose very sides 
api>eare4 to issue fire and smoke in all the terrors 
of waring elements. 

216 
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Again eaid the voice of bitter wailing, " Must we 
perisli 1" 

The dark cloud which overhung the scene, parting, 
we beheld, by the aid of a paie light, tlie forlorn 
man and his friends, — ^the same displayed in a 
former scene. By them stood a man clad in simple 
apparel. lie was holding in his band a book, from 
which he read, " Come unto me, ail ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Aa 
he read, the afflicted man looked up, and although 
somewhat disturbed by his presence, said, ' ' To whom 
may I go? In whom shall I have hope 'i" 

" In Jesus, who is the Saviour of men," answered 
the messenger. 

" But I am polluted from the sole of the foot to 
the crown of the head," continued the fallen man. 

Then the messenger read from the book again, 
" Though thy sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow ; tliough they be as crimson, they 
shall be as wool." 

The sufferer replied, " I have sinned against 
heaven." 

Again the messenger read, " Let the wicked for- 
sake his way, and the nnrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to onr God, for he will 
abundantly pardon," Then said he, it is also 
written, The whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick. If thou seekest to enter into life with 
all thy heart tliou maycst. "Look up," he con- 
tinued, as he raised his hand, and immediately a 
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light shone from above, revealing to the inward 
Bense of the sufferer, the Redeemer as extended upon 
tie cross ; and he heard a voice saying, " No man 
Cometh nnto the Father hut by me. I am the Way, 
the Truth, and tne Life. He that beheveth on me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth on me, shall never die. 
Believest thou this ?" 

The sufferer replied, " Lord, I believe ; help thou 
mine unbelief;" and raising his hands he prayed, 
" God be merciful to me a sinner." And a light 
descended, resting upon him ; and the Spirit of God 
pervading his soul, spake to his spirit, " Thy sins 
are forgiven thee ; thy guilt removed ; thy wounda 
are healed ; the Spirit quickeneth thee, bidding thee 
arise, for salvation hath come onto thee." 

Tlien the redeemed man arose, and rejoicing, 
worshipped; and the light that shone upon him 
revealed his inner being, upon which was impressed 
the image of the Cross ; and upon hie heart was 
written the law of heaven. 

Again the messenger, who still stood near him, 
read, " Blessed are the pure in heart ; for they shall 
see God." Then addressing him, said, " Quickened 
by the Spirit, thou hast passed from death unto 
life ; and art restored to harmony, and clothed 
with the garments of salvation. Go forth, saith the 
Spirit, proclaim the Grace of God, by which thou 
bast been redeemed. The harvest is truly great, but 
the laborers are few. Go preach the Gospel ; seek 
the lost. Freely thou hast received, freely giva 
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This is the spirit of the Gospd of the Lord our 
Kedeemer. Be faithftd to the grace given thee. 
Watch, that when thy Lord eometh and calleth for 
thee, thou mayest give account of thy Btewardahip." 
Then he read again, " Lo 1 I am with thee, to bless 
and strengthen thee. For every trial my grace shall 
be sufficient." 

The redeemed man then raised his eyes to heaven, 
and prayed, " Be thou, O God, my help, I can 
do all things if Jesus Christ strengthen me ; and, 
as a servant of the Cross, an embassador of Jesus, 
he entered the cloud, which made dark and gloomy 
the plain at tiie foot of the mountain. And as ha 
departed, we heard him say, " O Lord, truly I am 
thy servant : thou hast lotted my bonds. What 
ehaU I render unto the Lord for all his benefits to 
me ? I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his 
people. Search me, then, O God, by thy Spirit, 
and try me, and see if there be any evil way in me ; 
and lead me in the way everlasting. praise the 
Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people ; for 
his merciful kindness is great toward men. The 
truth of the Lord endureth for ever. Praiae ye the 
Lord." 

Then an innumerable company of redeemed 
spirits drew near, and, led by Mary the mother of 
Jesus, chanted with loud voices, "Wo will praise 
thee, O Lord God Almighty, wliich was._ and is, and 
is to come, for thy wondrous works with the chil- 
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dren of men 1 Just and true are thy waySj thou 
Prince and Author of salvation I Thou haat re- 
deemed U8 ! When we were not mindful of thee, 
thy Spirit sought us ! Worthy is the Lamb 1 
Wondrous are thy works, O thou who dwelleet 
above the cherubim ; whose tlirone is the eternity 
of cause ; whose dominion is over all I Praise, 
glory, and dominion be unto thee, throughout ever- 
laBting ages 1 Amen ! 

" We -wlI! lift up our voice to thee 1 Thy glory 
inspires, and thy love vouchsafed to man who was 
fallen, is the burden of our song ; is now, and shall 
be, world without end ! Amen 1 

" Praised be thy name, most High ! From our 
hearts go forth alleluias ! Thou hast redeemed us 
from sin, which hath dominion over the fallen soul ; 
and from death thou hast exalted ua to the glory oi 
divine abodes ! Oh ! praise God, ye who with 
exalted voice may utter his holy name ! Praise 
him, ye congregation of seraphim who adorn the 
pavillion of his throne ! Yea, bow down before the 
majesty of his love, who redeemed ns 1 Let his 
name, who is the Pbince and Savioe, be mentioned 
with reverence most profound 1 Praise ye hia name 
for ever I Praise him for ever ! Amen 1 To him 
be glory, honor, and dominion evermore I Amen I 
Hallelujah 1 hallelujah! Amenl" 

Finally, an angel addressing me, said, "These 
infants, having been prepared, will ascend to a more 
exalted plane — a realm wJiere, blessed with superior 
advantages, and surrounded with still brighter 
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gloriee, they shall arise from one degree of attain- 
ment to another, and shall bathe in crystal watera 
ever flowing. And they shall glide in cryetaline 
barges over the smooth and transparent floods of 
never-failing rivers, and shall gather fruit from the 
grov^ and flowering vines that ever adorn the hanks 
of those placid waters. 

The gloiy of that sphere descends ; and spirits, 
whose duty it is to lead these infanta upward, 
receive them from their former guardians. Let db 
arise." 
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THE EETURN. 

The period at length drew near -when I was to 
return to the world; and tlie infants, their attending 
angels, and those who had been employed in the 
varioas scenes, were congregated together. They 
6uDg a soft and melodious hymn, during which they 
tixed their attention upon me. I felt more than ever 
their love, and the value of heayen and heavenly 
associations. At length the spirit who had kissed 
the Cross approached me, leading the two children, 
aa on a former occasion, and addressing me, 
said, "Marietta, for a season thou art to leave ue. 
We love and deeply sympathize with thee. Thou 
art beloved of all; but it is our Redeemer's pleasure, 
and we cheerfully submit. Marietta, we joy in the 
precious promise of thy return at a time appointed." 

" Yea, in this we rejoice," said the multitude. 

" We rejoice also," continued the spirit, " because 
thou hast been permitted to viait, in spirit, these 
realms, and to behold some of the beauties, and to 
realize the harmony and divine order of paradisiacal 
abodes and of angelic worehip. Yea more, we praise 
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our heavenly Father, beeaaee thon ha&t been per- 
mitted to witneas the mode by which infants are 
instmcted in the great truths of man's perverted 
nature, and also the means provided for his redemp- 
tion. Mcffeover, it fills us with delight to know- 
that thou hast not only been permitted to beliold, 
but thon hast been received and blessed by the 
Kedeemer, in whom we have life, and through 
whom we obtain heaven. We will give thee our 
spirit of love, and, as one, wo will embrace thee, 
and patiently wait the happy period when we shaU 
hail thee at the gate of the Holy City upon thy 
return." 

Then all arose and formed themselves into circles 
around me, and encompassed me as in a dome of 
spirits ; and the spirit who had adressed me pressed 
me to her heart, when I felt their influences as the 
embrace of one. Present reflections npon that scene 
flU my soul with ecetasy, and to attempt its descrip- 
tion is in vain. After this manifestation of love, 
the spirit led the two children to me, and they 
entwined their holy arms around my neck, and 
pressed kiss after kiss upon my lips, saying. 
" Marietta, when thou art again with those in the 
outer world who love us, and who have mourned 
our loss, tell them we are happy ; that we have no 
sorrow ; we are over with our guardians ; that we 
love all, and Jesus our Redeemer above all. Tell 
them we shall wait with patience their arrival here. 
We love thee, Marietta, and %vi!l meet thee again." 
They once more embraced me, and withdrew ; and 
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the spirit who led them to me said, " Marietta, trust 
thy Eedeiemer evermore. Belate on earth the story 
of Eedemption. Do well thy work of love." 

Then from a cloud Jesus dracended, and placing 
his hand upon my head, addressed me, saying, 
" Child, for a wise purpose thou art to return. Be 
faithful to thy charge. Eelate, as thou art able, 
what thou hast seen and heard. Fulfil thy miaeion, 
and, at the time appointed, angele shall meet thee 
at the gate of death, and bear thee to mansions in 
the kingdom of peace. Be not sad ; my grace shall 
sustain thee. In thy sufferings thon shalt he sup- 
ported." Then an angel gave Iilm a golden goblet, 
and he placed it to my lips. As I drank I was 
filled with new lite and fortitude to endure the 
separation, and I bowed and worshipped him ; and 
he with his right hand raised me up, saying, " Child 
of sorrow from a world of gloom, thou art redeemed, 
thon art blessed for evermore. Be faithful, and 
when thy couree on earth is ended, thou shalt enter 
into the joy of thy Lord." Then placing in my hand 
an ohve branch, he said, "Bear this to earth, as 
thon hast been instructed." Again he laid his hand 
upon my head, and light and love filled my spirit. 

The time had come for my departm-e. I looked 
around upon the scenes of that lovely city and upon 
its happy inhabitants. I offered myself in thanks- 
giving to God for the blessings of immortality, and, 
above all, for t!ie gift of grace in Jesus, who is the 
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ItedeL-iuor ; and before the multitudea. 1 lil'twl to mj 
Loi-d my liantia and voice in prayer for suppoit in 
that hoiu', that I might be kept in his love who had 
blessed me, Tlien 1 was borne in the arms ofangela 
to the gateway of the temple, where I Hvet met the 
Lord ; and from thence — while angels chanted praise 
to God and the Lamb—with my foi-mer guide I 
descended to eaiUi ; and entering this room wheru 
my boily lay 1 soon awoke. 

Patiently I wait the hour which I know is deter- 
mined, when I shall go hence and enjoy tlie fruition 
of those realms of bliss, where my spirit obtained 
its assurance of joys to come. I will praise my 
heavenly Father for my hope in Jesus, wliich is 
worth ten tliousand worlds to me. And when I 
arrive in paradise, free from mortality, I will praias 
him with an undivided and pare heart, and with holy 
lips. There I wiU, in loud anthems, exalt the name 
of my Eedeemer while eternity endures. 
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